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PUBLIC NOTICE

MONEY BUYS CITY HALL

BY MARK KAPLAN

hings are returning to normal
in Lawrence in more ways than
one. Local elections for School
Board and City Commission, a bi-
annual process, are finished with
once again. Wi+nout a doubt, the
dual forces of business and larfd-

owners made a coveted election
come-back.

The business-real estate candi-
dates won a clear victory. Plac-
ing first were Barkley Clark, as-

sociate dean of the KU Law School

Ed Carter, district manager for
Southwestern Bell, and Jack Rose,
former Commissioner, director of
KU laboratories and an owner of
several acres of developable lands
The question of changing the form
of government from City Manager
to Mayor-Council was defeated

two to one.

‘Two years ago, the political
records were shattered when two
school teachers and a housewife
were elected to the Lawrence City
Commission for the three seats
on the five-member body.
is a small town, with roots deep
in tradition and conservatism.
.For many decades the town was

run by a relatively small clique
of downtown business and banking
interests, with the governing

body made up of like personalities
Yet, 1975 saw this pattern radi-
cally altered, with two "wage-
earners” winning seats on the
‘Commission. |

Two high school teachers, Carl Mi-
beck and Don Binns, brought a
fresh and welcome relief in 1975
to the usually stuffy atmosphere
pervasive at City meetings in
years past. Marnie Argersinger,

also elected in 1975, was only ther a fourth-place finish,

second woman ever elected to the
governing body.

The voters whefelected these new
faces were bgought to -the polls
by the Clty s ferthrlght attempt
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VEGETARIAN DELIGHTS

to build a new maintainence fac-
ilaty for City trucks in-the Pin-
ckney neighborhood north of Sixth
street. Well-organized efforts

‘by the neighborhood succeeded 1in
firing interest to the point of
votexr abandonment of the tradition-.
al business candidates, who came

in fourth, fifth and sixth out the
a running.

Probably the biggest surprise of
the '77 election was the ousting
of one of the insurgent winnexrs
from '75. Commissioner Carl Mi-
beck, running a tough , though
under financed campaign, fell to

Mibeck was forced to take his
.record before the voters in this
year's prlmary and general elec-
tion bout, since his third place
finish in '75 gave him only a

twe-year texrm.
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Noted originally for his strong .
and often vociferous opposition
to the Haskell .Loop roadway sla-

Ed Carter,

" burning political starlet

son campaign due to reinforcement
rods commonly used in censtruc—
tion of buildings for campaign
signs 1n exchange for Albertson's

vocal support. of a reglonal shop-
ping center in the 'burbs, *

Though official reports have yet .
to be filed, it's evident that
winning campaigns for Commission
were well-planned and well-
financed. Most of that money
came from local business and real
estate. All of it went to elect

merce, and JdJack Rose, for the
land owpers. Barkley . Clark,
clawed
his way to the top of the heap_ on
merits of class distinction,
thoughtfully-prepared newspaper
ads and cash to pay for all of it.

The cash drive also buried the pro-

ponents of a change in the form of
City government. A group call-
ing itself Citizens for Mayor-
Council government, placed the
question of abandoning City Man-
ager government on the ballot April

5th in an attempt to oust the posi:

tion of the appointed City Manager
and the at-large selection of Com-

ted for East Lawrence, Mibeck par-mission,

layed himself to the forefront

of nearly every issue involving a
threat to the residential areas
of the city. Although this is
probably the strongest and broad-
est base with which to enter a
political campaign, for the Mi-
beck effort, it wasn't enough.

In 1977, it was money, and not

nelqhberhood newer." that called
the shots. The

"also-rans" of
the Commission race, Muriel Paul
and Jerry Albertson, felt the
sting of an under-financed cam-
paign. Campaign chests for the
Mibeck, Paul and Albertson can-
dlda01es were small potatoes com-
pared to the winner's. (The sole
exception to this might be the

last minute surge in the Albert-

PROF.

It was a threat not taken lightly
by the City.

case for retaining the present
form and its pr=:sent personrel
roster. Near the last day of ‘the
campaign, the City stepped in a
bit of mud by using its public-
owned computer facilities to run
off a mailing list for a pamphlet-
urging a "no" vote on the propi- -
sition. '

" Though typical of City Hall's lack
of respect for the tax-payers'

dollars, it certainly didn't hurt
them at the polls. Despite mount-
ing mistrust and disdain for City
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, for the Chamber of Com-

Additional thousands
- (peanuts) went to propagandize a

- —- a-l—-lh-—-—'-hlll-h-l-q-l.-.‘- ar '-F‘- - #-'-""#

# i s e ——————

S o s T S

- — = =

e

_ =T -

LUNCHEON SPECIALS UNDER $1 .  Closed Tuesdays

| L ——

OPEN
WEEKENDS

FURNITURE
PRIMITIVES

COLLECTIBLES
BRASS &
COPPER

OLD GUNS |
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Happy Hour >-6P.M.
1105 MASS. STREET
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FREE ESTIMATES
Driveway § Steps § Rasement
Patio §uSidewalk § Curve § Gutter

FI, HUMOR, RELIGIOUS PARAPHERNALIA"

8423059
wert 9th

FOREIGN AUTO PARTS

304 Locust 843—-8080

|723 Mass. 843-7986
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