,each school day.
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What's happening in East
Lawrence? December's meeting of
the East Lawrence Improvement
Essoclation proved there is much
to be done and much being done.

The main focus of the meeting was
deciding how to spend over $6,000
of Community Development money
that has been allocated to the
ELIA.

The members voted to spenda part

of the money for the purchase of
playground equipment at the New
York Elementary School, which will
soon be implementinc a day-care
program.

Some money will be donated to a
Building fund for the renovation
of Rev. Sims' house. Rev. Sims,
who has served the group for many
years, has received a housing
grant from the City, but the
amount fell short of what was
needec for repair.

A neighborhood door-to-door survey
also will be funded to obtain
general information on housing
conditions and needed areas of
improvement. This survey will
provide some part-time survey-
taking jobs .for a few East
Lawrence residents. . A supply of

by Bettli Harris

After years of dropping enroll-
ment that has prompted rumors of

the closing of the only school in
East Lawrence, plans are now un-

derway to boost enrollment by

-offering a before~-ané-after-

school daycare center at New

York Grade School.

Barbara Willits, chairman of the
aavisory board from the Lawrence

Schools Area Council, said the :

daycare center program would.
make New York Grade School a mag-
net school by attracting students

-from other schools in the dist~"

rict.

The proposed daycare ‘center would
allow children to be delivered by
their parents to the school at 7
a.m. ana then picked up at 6 p.m.
The children
would be in the daycare center

only before and after the regu-

lar school session. They would
then be enrolled in school
classes the rest of the day.
Enrollment would not, as it is
presently., be restricted to
children who reside in East Law-
rence, but would be open to any
one 1in Lawrence who wants the
daycare services.

The estimated fee to participate
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EAST LAWRENCE'S NEW YORK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

smoke alarms will be parcnased,
although how they will be distri:--
buted has not yet been discussed.

There 1s still some rnoney left to
allocate. Other 1deas not yet
voted on are: planting some two-
vear old trees in the more barren
areas; nistorical markers; trash

cans anc lumber for trash racks
to clean up the alleys; equipment
such as a roto-tiller, lawn mower

RESIDENTS ALLOCATE FUNDS

and chain, saw that residents could

borrow; and winterization equip-
ment for houses such as caulking
cuns, plastic and staple guns.

-

Any resident or ELIA member with
project ideas is urged to voice

THE SECOND MONDAY OF EVERY MONTH AT 7:30 PM AT THE

NEW YORK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, ON THE 900 BLOCK _F
NEW YORK STREET, MEMEBERSHIP IS OPEN TO RESIDENTS
AND PROPERTY OWNERS CF THE EAST LAWRENCE NEIGH-

BRBORHOOD,

-

in the program is $10 a week for
each child and $5 for kindergar-
teners.

For an additional $3.50 a day,
the center would also be open
whenever school is closed, except
for national holidays.

~Jacki Kirk, a member of the advi-

sory board, said that qualified
persons would supervise the chil-
dren. |

"Transportation will be léft to
the parents," Kirk said, "except

for children in special education.

We hope to offer transportation

foxr these children.”
Willits said, "People are des-

perate for daycare centers.

Many working people are looking
for or need dependable, respon-

sible and attractive babysitting
sources. This program would of-
fer these things.”

The center proposal was prompted
in February when the School
Board discussed strategies to
prevent the closing of the
school by increasing enrollment
at New York.

New York's enrollment has dropped

from 314 to 100 in the past eight
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vears. Five of the 14 classroons
are beinc used as classrooms.

The other classrooms are used by
the schools district as libraries,
audio-video rooms and offices

for counselors. Many of the
classes are combination ones, °
such as third and fourth grades.

Willits said many of the residents
of East Lawrence w:ire upset last
February because "any time a
neighborhood school closes, some-
thing 1s lost in the neighbor-
hood. |

"Many of these people are long-
time residents of Lawrence who

have attended New York School
themselves," she said.

At the Oct. 24 School Board
meeting, the advisory council
was authorized to make plans for
a proposed daycare center.

The advisory boaré expects to
present the daycare nroposal to
the school board early in 1978.
Willits said their goal was to
have the service by fall 1978.

2 survey conducted in September
by the school district indicates
that 78 parents have an immediate
need for the center. This would
mean 98 children of these parents
are interestec in enrolling.

The people requesting day care
weren't concentrated in any one
area of town.

Kirk said the council was encour-
aged by the results of the sur-
vey, even though cnly 78 or about
5 per cent of those who returned
surveys 1ncidated they needed

the service.

"We are not working on the idea
that our program would be suc-
cessful 1f we filled the school,”
she said, '"“just mostlwvsExll3E."

Each student in U.S.D. 497 was
given a survey to take home to
their parents. Of 3,288 surveys
aistributed, 382 were returned.

Fifteen of the 78 families who
say théy need the davcare center

indicated that $10 a week was
to0 expensive.

by Loulse Page
therﬂ -

Another big project underway is
the caevelopment of a park. About
$80,000 was left by the late
Maramee Hobbs 1n her will to pur-
chase lanc for an East Lawrence
rark in memory of her husband,
Zarl Hobbs. The ELIA members
present votecd to recommend to the
7arks anc Recreation Boaré that
the existing park at 1l9th and
NDelaware be irproved with the
money .

Richaréd XKershenbaum, ELIA presi-
dent said, "This is the only
logical place to spend the money.”
OCtherwise, the area is sure to
become 1ndustrial. The 10th and
Delaware park is the only East
Lawrence park.

The Parks Board will meet Decem-
ber 20th from noon to 1:00 to
discuss the Hobb's Fark money,
and make a recommendation to the
City Commission.

So, a lot 1s happening in East
Lawrence. It's refreshing to see
concerned and friendly neighbors
gettinc together to discuss these
issues.  The January meeting will
be held on January 9, 7:30pm, at
the New York Grade School.

FOR NEW YORK SCHOOL

Xirk said the more students who
participate in the program, the
more flexible costs could be for
special cases.

The cost may be reduced for those

usinc the service only before or
only after school.

Eighty persons who returned the
surveys included comments and
questions about the service.

Some were against the service
such as the person who wrote:
"This is a parent's total re-
sponsibility. If these prac-
tices continue, the schools will
soon be bedding down the students.
If parents continue to have chil-

cren, they should be resvonsible
for them."

Cthers were mare concerned about
the cost to tax payers. Most of
them said they were "definitely
opposed to tax-supported daycare
incdiscriminately provided for all
students in their district.”

Kirk said a minimum of 48 students
would keep the program completely
self-supporting.

The proposed daycare program was
commented on favorably by some.
One person wrote,"Each of the
last four years we have had to
locate a new sitter for after
school care in the Broken Arrow
district and have had an awful
time finding one. There is a
need for the type of program you
suggest and we would be inter-
ested in discussing it with you."

The advisory board is now plan-
ning the fine points of the pro-
gram which includes what equip-
ment will be needed, what rooms

will be used for the program and
1ts budget.

Kirk said that the East Lawrence
Association for Improvement of
New York School and the PTA area
counclil may provide the initial
money for the program.

"We want to get the school going,”
Kirk said. "New York is a bit
1onored because it doesn't have
enough children to be a wviable
school. We hone. to change that.”
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