PUBLIC NOTICE PAGE FOUR

lﬁr;e State Attorney General has
been asked by Douglas County for
a legal opinion to establish
whether assisting in the birth
of a baby outside of an estab-
lished, licensed hospital, con-
stitutes practicing medicine
without a license.

The request was prompted by the
recent death of an infant follow-
ing a home birth.

The following letter was written
in response to a series of arti-
cles that appeared in the Journal-

World. Molly Van Hee recently
gave birth to a healthy baby girl

in the privacy of her own home.
Dear Editor,

The recent articles on home

birth appeared to be 1naccurate
at best and biased at worst. Any
interested person who studies
home birth would find that there
are medical professionals compar-
able to those quoted who current-
ly aid in and/or fully support
home birth. I know such people
personally.

The damage or death of a newborn
child is a difficult experience
for parents wherever it happens.
To suggest that giving birth at
the hospital is the best way to
avoid this- is inconclusive. Our
country does not have infant mor-
tality rates to be proud of.- We
compare unfavorably with many
other countries, some where home
birth occurs extensively. The
risks to a new baby that are

more common in the hospital set-
ting include infection and medi-
cal over-intervention. The stat-
'istics comparing home births to
‘hospital ones simply do not war-
rant the negative attitudes high-
‘lighted in the articles.
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As for the local people that the -
newspaper calls "lay midwives",
to my knowledge they neither talk
people into home birth nor "ac-
tively intervene" to keep them
from going to the hospital. Nor
do they take money, apply eye
drops, give episiotomies and
stitches, or of all things, per-
form Caesarean sections! Expec-
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A Night of

WOMEN’s MOVIES

“Bush &Mama”
“Emerging Woman"

Sat. April1  7:30 pm.
Sun.April2  2:00 p.m.
Dyche Auditorium

(one door South_of K.U. Union)

| $1.25 admission _
l at the door partially funded by
» K.U. Student Sez}ate_

Lpﬂnsored by: National Laﬂyérs' Guild of Lawrenc
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tant parents in the Lawrence area
who choose home birth do so at
their own risk and for their own
reasons.

This is not to say that I feel

my child or I deserve second
best after choosing to give birth
at home. As one of many parents
who made that decision after car
careful thought and study, I do
not believe myself to be either
uncaring or irresponsible toward
my child as stated in the artic-
les.

I am not opposed to home birth
attendants being licensed. On
the contrary, I am appalled by
the unwillingness of our local
medical community to support

such people. This refusal of
those in control of medical tech-
nology to provide 1t at home
births creates a vacuum for lay
people to fill out of pure neces-
sity. Far better for our local
doctors to work to provide legal
and safe home births than to try
to talk people out of them.

I call for the local medical
community to immediately examine
the roots of its objections to
home birth. Doctor Steven Bruner
was quoted as saying, "There 1is
nothing wrong with home delivery
if it's done right, but you have
to go to the Netherlands to get
it right: ..:they've got the tech-
nology, but they've melded 1t
with the home." I would like to
add Canada, England, and the Ste-
phen Gaskin Farm in Tennessee as
other places where home birhts
take place with safe results.

If medically safe 'home birth is
possible anywhere, certainly it

1s possible here. For the many of
us desiring this option, why 1is

1t not available?

FOR SALE:
9 ft. liner. Complete with rain
cap.

$400 Also, circus tent
with poles, waterproof, & flame
'resistant. Very good condition.
$300. Call 594-3746

725 MASS.

\A KITCHEN SPECIALITY SHOP
BRINGING YOU:

THE BEST,
THE NECESSARY,
THE SPECIAL
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Dear Public Notice:

I was very disappointed when

I read your article about the

Lawrence Housing Authority and
the Section 8 program pending.

Your article lacks accurate
information, picks up on issues
out of context and presents a
most unfair picture of the
Lawrence Housing Authority.

You set out to build a critical
case against the Authority and
me, and you accomplished what
you set out to do. I wasted
my time giving you an 1inter-
view, and I will never do so
again.

Now as to Abner Purney with the

HUD area office, his statements

would raise doubts about the

j Authority's intentions for

Section 8. My personal commun-

;'ications with that office have

been with other officials on
Section 8. Did it not occur

to you that since the Section 8
has not had the success other
housing programs have, and so

.few units have been leased, and

it's the only program available
right now that it is HUD's job
to push the program over-much.
Mr. Purney's office is closing
in May, I'm sure he wants a
transfer to the next HUD office.

You didn't expect HUD to take

the credit for any oversights
in communications with the LHA'S
which may have resulted in not

contacting or leasing units,
did you? |

As for Mr. Phrﬁey's comment
that we should do anything nec-
essary in rent studies if we

want the program, studies- have

been done. The I@LHA did all this
work, no one else. -
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DRUG OR _PERSONAL CRISIS ?

YOU'VE GOT A FRIEND

WE NEVER CLOSE
841-2345 1602 Mass.
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Since the original application
for 40 units, the Lawrence Hous-
ing Authority has presented

every stage to HUD with the same
opinion, the fair market rents
are too low tc work in our com-
munity. We did not know HUD
could or would approve higher
increases until Mr, Smith sug-
gested that this might be possi-
ble. If the League told you
otherwise, they gave you incor-
rect information. It was not
possible to request the increases
as Mr. Smith suggested by a
study. This is for programs in
operation. The method for re-
questing the 19% increase was not
previously known to the LHA or
HUD-could hardly have been infor-
mation we would have available

to us without HUD communicating
1t to us.

As to your making an issue of
the amount or possibility of
initial financing as brought up
by Philip Kissam, this 1s not an
issue and has never been an area
of concern for the Housing Auth-
ority. Mr. Kissam has been told
this in the past. I am tired of
trying to tell Mr. Kissam any-
thing.

I have always been aware that
development financing was
available for the first fiscal
year of the program. My Section

8 Handbook says $275.00 per unit,
but if Mr. Purney says $200.00,
then $200.00 it is. However,
since this was not the problem,
there was and is no point in
discussing it. You failed to ask
me about this in our conversation,
and I feel you owe an apology for .

that.

Only someone totally unfam-

iliar with housing would com-
pare the Lawrence community to
that of Topeka. You neglected

to mention Topeka's prior involve-
ment with landlords through
leasing programs before entering
the Section 8. And you neglected .
to comment on a very similar
community's experience with the
Section 8, Manhattan.

I work too hard and care too
much about the Lawrence Housing
Authority to accept this type

of criticism without recourse.
I personally resent being used
as a routine exercise 1n appren-
tice journalism or for the en-
‘tertainment of amateur citizen
participants in public housing..

Thank you for your attention.

Sarah Peters
Executive Director.
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'65 Int. 3/4 ton flat.|

FOR SALE: |
‘ bed truck. Excellent mechanical {i
condition. 4 spd. small V-8 1
26 ,000. Needs tires & door glassji

to pass inspection.
for coop members. Tator inspect

ed. Call the Credit Union, 842-
2057 for more information.

Financing

Tjano tuning. Reasonable rates.

Call 841-7817.
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KINKO’'S KOPIES
3%2¢ (No Minimum)

Open Weeéekdays 8:30—8:30
Saturday 10—-4:00
Sunday 1-—4

904 Vermont
Lawrence

843-8019

S LLIUUT T U CUREEELL T T T TV OITTT

), collectibles.
« imported
Y and recycle

/ i'l"_ﬂ_‘

It is collectively owned and operated, - § Cloﬂ‘liﬁq |
serving wholesome vegetarian meals H U N U |
Q. H

prepared from scratch. Daily specials.
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