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Old Enough

By Jim P. Davis

Corporations are becoming 1n-
creasingly involved 1in political
issues. The extent to which they
finance campaigns, lobby for or
against specific issues, ana re-
ceive government contracts or
subsidies defines their level
of involvement in government
policies. It 1s because 0f this
corporate political activity
that consumers should be cautious
in purchasing domestic goods.

Cften the purchase of a seemingly
innocent product contributes
money to a conglomerate with far-
reaching political power.

It is easy to overlook social
issues when spending money, be-
cause policies in Washington
seem too remote from common-
place shopping. Few people
think of the Pentagon when they
buy Barbie Dolls; fewer still
think of Chile when they pur-
chase Hostess Twinkies. But when
the products are traced to their
respective conglomerates, these
simple purchases gain signifi-
cance. The revelation by the
Pentagon that all the plastic
parts currently used in manu-
facturing weapons are made by

to Buy Twinkies,

mension to an otherwise private
act. Money spent on Barbie Dolls
is profit for an industry which
thrives on warfare. Hostess Cup-
cakes, Wonder Bread, and Morton
Cream Pies are all owned by In-
ternational Telephone and Tel-
egraph. When the C.I.A. influ-
enced the elections in Chile
with the result that the re-
formist government of Allende was
overthrown, one of thelir reasons
was to preserve the parasitic
role-of T, T T. on. the -Chilean e-

conomy. 'I'here are alternatives
O ne progugts-or-1,T:T¢ - and

by choosing these alternatives
we can withhold our personal
endorsement for their 1llegal
activities.

'The elections of 1972 illumi-
nated another method of corpor-
ate influence. Most citizens

voting.

election was
Though personal Votes may be of

1in the

human interest, their political
impact is moot because electoral
votes, not personal votes, elect
the President. Conversely,

most citizens disregarded the
politics of theilr purchasing.
But when it was revealed that
I.T.T., Pepsi, Coca-Cola, and
many others made illegal con-
tributions to Nixon's campaigdn,
it seemed that we elected our
President more by what we pur-
chased in the grocery store than
by our vote on election day.

Of course; a corporation need
not involve itself with the gov-
ernment to commit acts, which
they perceive as economic, but
which are essentially political.
Witness the mass deaths of
infants throughout the Third

Old Enough to Vote

ousness of the Nestlés company
in finding a new market for baby
formula. Nestlés promotes the

use of baby formula in areas
which have neither the facilities

to sterilize the bottles, nor the
money to purchase the product
once the mother stops producing
milk and Nestlés stops giving
free samples. ' This situation has
prompted the Crunch Nestlés Quik
campaign to boycott all Nestles
products, which include Taster's
Choice coffee and all Libby's pro-
ducts.

t should seem obvious that when
making a choice between two vir-
tually identical products,
choosing the item produced by
the conglomerate with the worst
record of abuse should be a-
voided. Every time we spend
money we are making a political
decision, and 1f we i1gnore this
dimension to our spending, then
we ignore perhaps the most sig-
nificant way in which the aver-
age citizen influences politics.

Yet, any trip to the supermarket,
gas station, restaurant,
ware store reveals that ordinar-
1ly enlightened consumers be-
come prey to packaging design
and other advertising, mindles-

Oor hard-

World, arising from the overzeal- sly giving profit to businesses
- = Which cause many of the prob-

|'lems a particular consumer might
l be working to. remedy.

Mattel Toys, adds a social di- felt that their largest role

one who would have plenty of mon-
ey any way. '

He said the restoration project
would save a building with

unigue historic significance, and
would draw attention to the po-
tential for historic.preservas
tion in Lawrence, spurring pri-
vate restoration efforts.

lBoycatts can be effective. One of
|the most encouraging examples was
the Farah slacks boycott. Farah's
employees were primarily Chicano
women who were underpaid and
ldenied nearly every fringe bene-
fit. When Farah started harass-
ing all attempts by the women

to unionize, a boycott was organ-
lized against all Farah products.

He suggested the interested par- lAfter two years and the closing of

: . : half their factories, the manage-
~ : ; com— ties meet with the City Manager _
REBEe e S OO S and Commission to explore ideas ment of Farah yrelded and re-

mendations that $40,000 be allo- : formed their labor policies.
cated to the project, the City oGV Lo oS | lafter we realized tEe importaggéy
Commission axed the request 1in of our spending were we able to
favor of a $100,000 allocation lstimulate responsible policies.
for remodeling work in the new
Senior Center, 8th and Vermont.

But although the Commission was
unwilling to allocate a large sum.l
from the CD budget, the neighbor- I
hood's pleas that accelerating )
deterioration would soon make
restoration infeasible, prompted
concern from Commissioner Barkleyl
Clarxk.

FROM PAGE The presence of a fully restored
‘house would also help to stabil-
. ize the surrounding neighborhood,

he said.

As a result, the Commission sent
a letter to the Salvation Army

urging them to postpone destruc- l
tion of the building and advisingl

. : . ' them of the future availability : ,
Commissioner Don Binns opposed of HUD 312 Loans, whicl could lever we spend money, we distribute

the plan because he said he didn't . . e . lpower Tn: the cas £ t A

- 3 assist with rehabilitation. _ ¢ . e o residen

ﬁ:ﬂt to ;Se Pu?llcsfﬁzzsptoh;e' | tial elections, our consuming is
- = W . W W

s;;zTE :ffzizeadzruaze hgusin s Glenn Kappelman, a member of the fel? more thap our voting. Like
d J Salvation Army Board and chair- ,voting, spending money can be

SALk. DL, person of its'bgilding.cgmmittee, lginiskgggledgeablyb?f:blindliﬁ

s2id the group is examining ai- |1t 12 e responsibility of the cons
te tives for 1 he res- >
toigii;n% ) ROl & .cal effects of his or her spending
and to spend in accordance with
one's beliefs. The old doctrine

The East Lawrence Improvement
Association had offered plans
for the venerable house. They*
proposed that money be allocated
from the City's 1979 Community
Development budget for a demon-
stration project using the home.

There are innumerable reasons why
we purchase what we do. But when-

Richard Kershenbaum, ELIA pres-
ident, told the other members
of the CD Review Committee, the
group charged with recommending
a CD budget, that the project
would have benefits to the city funds," he said. CD funds

far beyond the'simple addition weren't meant for private use.

of one living unit. . | ‘We  would just be helping out some-
2 - - /

"I'm concerned with using pub-
lic funds to subsidize private

The Salvation Army has postponed

oishing the house this spring.

indefinitely, TS plans for dem- 'caveat emptor has, thus, a new
application.

We preach, teach and sell good equipment

for bicycling,camping, backpacking,
and canoeing 7th and Arkansas
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