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“““"LOT ‘SAFE’ BUT STILL SORRY

There's ro point in thrashing
throuch all the fine, and finely
made polnts in the danger study
submitted to City Fanager Buford
Watson last week by a Kansas City
engineering firm., We'll agree
that the propoosed parking lot at
600 }ass is marginally safe.

In pointing out the potential
for fender-benders within the lot

and reesr-end tyre colllslions at

the entranceway, the consultant

makes one statement we must dis-
pute., e states there 1s no en-
cineerinc change that can be
made to prevent these types of
accidents from hanpening at the
site.

We say there is one simple al-
teration that would eliminate all
those types of accidents there,
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FUN & GAME

Join the staff and supporters
PURLIC NCTICE in a celebration

tts exhumation, starting about
the

of

of
8 p.m, Wednesday, May 6, at
Off the Wall Hall, 737 N.E.

Entirely in keeping with the
spirit of PUBLIC NOTICE, the rock
(and roll) group, Volunteer, has
stepped forward and promlsed to
turn our knees to jelly before
midnight. |

They will follow a fine folk-
with-a=touch=-cf-=bluegrass. group,
The Flatland String Band.

As a promotional gimmick, we
are runnins in this l1ssue a spot-
the-phoney-ad offer, Somewhere
in these pages 1s an advertlse-
ment for a service, business or
product that does not exlst.

Find this ad, rip it out and
bring it to Off the Wall Hall,
737 N.H., this Wednesday night,
and your first pitcher 1s only
one buck.

as well as an7y worry over lincrea-
sed jaywalking and other foot tra-
ffic across a major artery: don't

bulld the lot.

Who needs fender-benders? Who
needs rear-enders? Who needs a
parking 1ot on that site¥? When
l'aupintour cancelled thelr plan
for an office bullding 1In the
600 block of lass, the only per-
ceived need for the lot vanlshed.

The utility of the parking lot
seems to vanish a little each
time 1its examined. Two parklng
spaces out of the oripginal 2°
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On the surface, this appears
+0 be nothlng more than a cheap
ploy to met you to read all of

our ads carefully; but 1t has a

much deeper purpose.

We. actually alm to lure you to
the Off the Wall Hall to llsten
and dance to some good muslc.

Any person taking the balt should
understand he could end up 1in Hot
Springs having signed contracts
and agreements he wouldn't know
how to keep.

The wlinners 1ln the Aprll writling
derby willl recelye thelr awards
Tednesdav nicht at intermission.
The 325 second=place prize goes to
Jon Blumb for hls composocraph on
pace one., The 350 Pops Award for
community affairs wrlting goes to
the PN staff for thelr comblined
effort plecins together The lless
at 60C Mass,

COURTS KILLING INITIATIVE

Judge King Junks Petition

by PN Staff

The U.S. Constitution guarantees the people’s right to
petition their government for redress of grievances. A
Kansas law codifies this right on the local level by allow-
Ing citizens to circulate petitions to propose municipal
ordinances. A recent decision by Judge Ralph M. King
Jr. has left many Lawrence residents wondering whether
the scope of this law is as thin asthe page itis printed on
in the statute books.

Judge King's decision is one of several inrecent years
which have found petitions inadequate under K.S.A.
12-3013, the state initiative statute passed in 1959.
Under the law, if a number of qualified electors equal to
. 25 percent of the number who voted in the last city
election submit a petition proposing an ordinance, the
City shall either adopt the ordinance within 20 days, or
place it on the ballot in timely fashion for the people to
decide.

In December 1980, Mark Kaplan submitted a peti-
tion to the City containing over 2,400 signatures. The
petition proposed an ordinance which would have
restrained the City from acquisition, development,
redevelopment or demolition projects downtown prior
to the adoption of a Comprehensive Downtown Plan.
The proposed ordinance also provided safeguards for
such projects undertaken subsequent to the adoption
of a Comprehensive Downtown Plan. Under the pro-
posed ordinance, any project would have to be consis-
tent with the downtown plan; would have to be supported
by a feasibility study taking historic, aesthetic, com-
mercial. environmental, economic and traffic factors
into account in determining that benefits exceed costs,
there would have to be a finding of “blight,” broadly

defined: public notice and public hearings would be
required: relocation assistance plans to aid owners and
occupants displaced by the project would be required;
and a two-thirds vote of the commission would be
required to proceed with the project.

According to Kaplan, the “base motivation” of the
people circulating the petition was to save the building
Bryan Anderson had owned, “if not for him—because
the City now owned it—at least tor future public use, or
demolition as determined prudent through planning.”
Kaplan, Anderson and others contend that the City
condemned Anderson’s building without notice and
hearing, without planning, without a cost/benefit anal-
ysis or feasibility study, without fair compensation for
the building itself, nor money to relocate Anderson s toy
factory taciiities

Kaplan said that the issues addressed by the petition
were broader than Anderson’'s building, relating to the
way decisions are made for all of downtown. “People
had a strong reaction against a small group of business
people and city officials meeting to discuss how to
spend public money to radically alter the character of
downtown without the press being allowed in,” Kaplan
said.

Many circulators of the petition felt that what hap-
pened to Anderson could happen to other small busi-
ness people. They saw the petition as a means of pro-
tecting the public interest. Kaplan admitted, “Some of
us wanted to demonstrate to the people the total insen-
sitivity of the governing body close to election time,”
knowingthe City would most likely contest the petition.

were lost when the handicapped
narking spaces were relocated,

And the two handlcapped spaces
are essentially worthless, as
no handicapped person with good
sense would elect to park there
and face having to cross Sixth
street.

Now, the consultent says, the
two spaces in front of the Jour-
nal-Yorld must go. As these two
spaces are normally three times
as busy as any space wilthin the
lot is likely to be, the net gailn
1s about 20 spaces.

See PN DEMANDS,

Page Two
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And these 20 spaces are not at
a1l needed. The small ariount of
parking they provide easlly can
be absorbed by the under-used lot
next to City Hall and the nearby-
on-street parklng.

One factor clited by the consul-
tant as mitigating the danger was
the relatively light trafflc, yet
the alleced reason for contlnuilng
with the lot was to support a bus-
ier lower lass. The concluslon
must be that the better the lot
fulfills its designed purpose, the
more dangerous 1t 1s to use.

cont. page 6, col. 3)

Fair Price or Fairy fale?

BRecause he makes doll houses
for a living, Bryan Anderson 1S
accustomed to dealing with small
figures. But the figure paid him
for his building, which was con-
demned and razed by the city last
vear for a new parking lot, was
too small for even a master of the
miniature to deal with.

Anderson currently is involved
in a lawsuit against the city
contending that the price of
ST02,000 “seti on: his: 15,000~
square-foot structure by court-
appointed appraisers last summer
was much below the price for com-
parable buildings nearby. In -a
recent interview, Anderson stres-
sed that he was paid only slight-
ly more per square foot for his
building than the usual annual
rent for downtown buildings.

Dale  Kearney, who owns Piler
One Imports at 738 Mass, stated
that he had recently priced ren-
tal space in downtown Lawrence
and _that - the ,annual rent-"for
older buildings there ranged from
$3.50 to $4.50 per square foot.
At $6.80 per sguare foot, the sum
paid by the city was less than
what Anderson could have made by
renting his building for two
vears at the minimum rate.

The City contended that the proposed ordinance was
not referendable under the Kansas initiative statute.
The City’'s most weighty argument centered on its char-
acterization of the proposed ordinance as “administra-
tive” rather than “legislative.” Legislative ordinances
set policy. Administrative ordinances carry out policy
which already has been set. The Kansas initiative stat-
ute prevents administrative ordinances from being
enacted by referendum. The defendants who signed
the petition contended that the proposed ordinance
was legislative '

The petition signers, “Mark Kaplan, et al.” (as they
were named in the City's suit), filed a counter-action for
“mandamus’ to compel the City to ballot the proposed
ordinance. According to Jack Klinknett, attorney for
Kaplan, et al., the City was under an affirmative duty to
ballot the measure. If adopted by the people into law, it
would then become a proper subject for review by the
courts as to its legisliative/administrative nature.

The City argued that mandamus cannot be granted it

In early January, the City filed an action in Douglas there are any rights in substantial dispute between the

County District Court seeking a “declaratory judgment.”

parties. In finding for the City on this issue, Judge King

Robert Harrison, the president
of Gill Real Estate, appraised
Anderson's building for the city
at «S115,000 ‘before . the "‘court-
appointed appraisers lowered the
value to $102,000. Harrison said
that appraisers often differed by
as much as five percent when as-
sessing the worth of buildings
such as Anderson's; but his eval-
uation is 13 percent higher than
the city’'sa

In mid-1580, one. local
chant sought to buy . the
ice company building one
west of 600 Mass. The owner,

mex =

former
block
Gill

Real Estate, was asking $150,000
for the 8,000-square-foot struc-
ture. At $18.75 per square foot,
Gill was selling its property for
275 percent of what Anderson was
paid.

The merchant, who asked not to
be named, said the-$150,000 price
tag "seemed reasonable," although
the ice company building was 1in
much worse shape than fknderson's

"Anderson would have been able
to get at least ‘S150,000 for his
building if he had sold it in
1980," the merchant said. "He

got ripped off. There's no doubt
about Tt

wrote, “An order of mandamus is discretionary and
does not issue as a matter of right . . ." Klinknett
responded: “Does the City have a right to stop people
from voting? No power was conferred by the legisliature
(inthe initiative statute) tostop it (the election). Intheir
supplemental brief, the City claimed that we had a
substantial dispute on construction of the language In
12-3013, that we said the ordinance should be balloted
and that they thought it shouldn't, so mandamus cant
lle. But mandamus exists to compel someone to per-
form a legal duty. Why else would mandamus exist?
There's always a basic dispute if someone doesn't want
to do something they are supposed to do. What the
judge seems to be saying is that if you ever need to use
it (mandamus), you are in dispute; and according to
him, you can't use it. But if everything is peachy keen
hunky dory, you can use it. It's like Catch 22. You can
have it unless you needit, and then you cant.”

Klinknett sought certification of the petitioners as a
“class’ of eligiblevoters being denied their right to vote
on the proposed ordinance. A “class action” permits a
responsible representative to protect the common
interests of a class of people. In rejecting certification
for class action, Judge King noted that “the class (of
petition signers) is not so numerous that JoINing of all
members (as parties to the lawsuit) is'impractical.”
Klinknett commented, “It's hard to picture 2,400 par-
ties to the suit not being impractical. Imagine what it
would be like for the secretaries to address 2,400 enve-
lopes and to find space in the courtroom for 2,400
petition signers.”

(see JUDGE, /pe2y COlol)
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BRAVE STROKE,
SIR GALLAHAD

congratulations to Dolph
Simons, Jr., Chairman of the Board
of the Lawrence Daily Journal-
World, on his having served on the
Pulitzer Prize selection committee
for criticism. That's probably as
close as the Journal-World is ever
going to get to a Pulitzer.

Our

Unless there's a Pulitzer Prize
for pettiness. In which :.case,
Junior himself would be one of the
front-runners.

Apparently the Journal-World is
being crowded 1n the marketplace
by the University Daily Kansan.
So Junior used his positicn as a
regular member on the national
board of the Associated Press to
persuade that company to reclassi-
fy the school paper as a commer-
cial publication, thereby tripling
its rate..

The UDK couldn't fit the unex-
pected rate increase into its bud-
get, and the Student Senate
wouldn't grant emergency funds, so
the Kansan had to drop the wire
service.

A nice piece of work, Tarzan;
but why stop there? If a special
AP rate 1s unfair competition,
then outright cash support from a
tax-supported institution certain-
ly must be unfair competition,
too.

Why don't vou really show your
clout and persuade the University
to cancel the Kansan's allotment?
Then all the kids up on the hill
could chip in and buy a ' mimeograph
and put out a neat little paper
that wouldn't need no advertising
at. all.

Oh, and thanks for the t:ipoff,
Junior. From now on we send our
copy to the printer by armoured
car:.

Get it done right

restoration repair

touchups

5 refinishing
&
reupholstery

8,6 East 13th 8l,2-928);

PN DEMANDS MET

New Commissioners Recall
First Month In Center Ring

Before their election to the Lawrence City Commis-
sion on April 7, both Nancy Shontz and Tom Gleason
were long-time observers of city government; so PUB-
LIC NOTICE asked them to recall their first month in
office and give us their impressions from the other side
of the footlights.

The biggest difference, Shontz said, was “learning
not to tune-out certain items. When you're in the com-
missioner's chair, you have to maintain constant con-

centration because you know that you are going to be"

required to make a decision.” Having to deal with all the
others Involved Iin the decision-making process—
including the four other commissioners—was also a big
difference, she said.

The biggest and most gratifying difference, accord-
Ing to Gleason, “is knowing that my opinion is going to
be heard.” Attorney Tom thought he probably felt more
comfortable than most freshman commissioners might,
because there are many similarities between a com-
mission meeting and a courtroom trial.

Shontz said that the harmony among the commis-
sioners has pleased her the most, because it has
allowed the commission to handle complex issues
smoothly. The thing that has pleased him the most,
says Gleason, 1s “the coffee pot for the public at the
meetings.” And, he quickly added, that the commission
has been able to make “reasonable decisions.”

One of the biggest failings in the current system,
according to Gleason, is the too short notice given the
public on agenda items. He said he “plans to push for a
revision of the agenda schedule. It isn't always neces-
sary,” he continued, “for every item to be pushed onto
the agenda as soon as it's brought up.”

The PUBLIC NOTICE is an independent, non-
profit newspaper, incorporated and registered as
such with the State of Kansas. The board of direc-
tors comprises Chuck Magerl, Mark Kaplan and
Kate Duffy. Contributors tothe April and May issues
were: Al Nelson, Karl Gridley, Carl Lafong, Al Wright,
David Stipp, Barry Shalinsky, Joyce Kendrick, Ralph
Simmons, Jon Blumb, Michael Almon, Tim For-
cade, David Evans, Jan Hoffman, Bill Dann. Also
contributing were two John Does and one Jane Doe,
who asked not to be named because of their affilia-
tion with another local publication. Dr. Rohlenstoen
is a Pala-Pala Feature. Correspondence may be

addressed to:

PUBLIC NOTICE, PO Box 1056,
Lawrence, Ks. €6Ch4ly

8-8 Monday —~ Thursday
8-6 Filday & Saturday
6e. 9th Llawience, Kansas

841-6221

LIGHT FORCE

Rejuvenate your body with Nature’s
richest source of super nutrition!

SPIRULINA PLANKTON is a biolog—=
ically dynamic species of algae
which is a complete food, and
whose minerals are naturally
chelated by the action of coasmic
light photon synthesis. This
means the nutrients are balanced
by Nature and therefore are eas-
ily agsimilated by the body's
own natural metabolic processes,

(7

Learn how this wonder food may
be used in nutrition programs
to purify and revitalize the
body and how it may correct di-
ets deficient in vitamins and
minerals. Ask for Christopher
Hills'! booklet REJUVENATING THE
BODY WITH SPIRULINA PLANKTON,

32.50.

For rﬁore infemﬁtian or to purchase some of this delicious powder, call:

Tod VWestcott

913=842-3111 llam=2pm or 6=9pm most weekdays.

Time and information are the two main concerns of
Shontz. “We need more time on some isues, she
declared, “so that we can gather more information and
make better decisions.” She cited a recent decision on
a drainage problem where some very pertinent infor-
mation came in two days too late.

Shontz also sees a need for greater involvement of
the city staff and the public in decision-making pro-
cess. “We need to get more information before the
meeting starts,” she said, “rather than have everything
thrown at us after the gavel.”

On a personal note, Shontz admitted her chores as a
commissioner were taking up more of her time and
privacy than she had expected. However, she thought
much of this was due to “the number of complex issues
left over from the previous commission.”

The demands on Gleason’s time, he said, “are about
as | had expected, but it is cutting into my privacy a
little." Both new commissioners expect things to go
smoother and quicker, once they learn the ropes.

Being a commissioner has not changed either's
basic opinion of city government; but Shontz said she
was “learning more details of its operation.”

Both freshman commissioners think things are going
great, so far. Being a commissioner is not easy, says
Gleason, “but | didn't expect it to be."

Shontz stated that being on the commission was
exciting and she was enjoying it: “l think this is a good
commission, and I'm looking forward to the next four
years."

)

| sit on various boards, attend four or more meetings a
week .. .and haven't enjoyed so many thrills and spills
since | gave up hang gliding. Local politix 1s prime
adrenal exercise.

— Stewart Brand

THERE 'LL BE SOMETHING

FOR EVERYBODY
THIS SUNDAY

The Seventh Annual Everybody Day celebration will
be held this year on Sunday, May 10 in South Park. This
annual event, free for the entire city of Lawrence, Is
sponsored by Headquarters, Lawrence's 24-hour crisis
intervention center. Everybody Day celebrations will
include games, contests, craft demonstrations, sports,
music, dance, and much more.

The purpose of Everybody Day, as explained by
Headquarters director Marcia Epstein, is to give folks
an official day on which to feel good about themselves.
“As a short-term, crisis counseling center, most of the
people we see aren’'t in much of a position to be cele-
brating life. Thisisourchance todo something more on
the fun side for the city of Lawrence.”

from page 0Ine | na

Judge Confused

There were a number of other collateral issues in the
legal battle between the City and Kaplan, et al. The City
claimed that the title was defective and that the Dro-
posed ordinance lacked an “ordaining clause” The
judge’s opinion made cursory note of the title, and dig
not address the ordaining clause issue. Judge King
dealt with the legislative/administrative controversy by
characterizing the proposed ordinance as “confusing.”
The proposed ordinance prohibited acquisitions of
property by the City prior to adoption of a comprehen-
sive plan. According to King's opinion, “Purchase of
office supplies and a multitude of other items neces.
sary for the day to day operation of the city government
are encompassed by this language. They are so clearly
administrative that one is tempted to dispose of this
entire matter . . .” Klinknett responded to this part of
King's decision, stating, “The petition was not intended
to deal with demolishing, altering or renovating a
typewriter. It's a shame he got confused by it.”

The judge’s opinion further states,“As a practical
matter, | cannot help but notice that a literal reading
would require a finding of ‘blight’ before the new city.
hall orany other public building could be remodeled or
enlarged in line with changing circumstanczs as the
years goby..." The petitien actually requires a “finding
and description of blight . . . according to the definition
of KS.A. 12-771 (a) (1) and (2)."” That statute lists
“predominance of defective or inadequate street
layout, unsafe conditions, diversity of ownership, obso-
lete platting or land uses, and conditions which create
economic obsolescence” as reasons the City can use in
making a finding of blight.

Judge King's holding turns on another exception to
the Kansas initiative statute which prohibits proposed
ordinances ‘“relating to a public improvement to be
paid wholly or in part by the levy of special assess-
ments.” Judge King states, “Perhaps the most obvious
defectinthe proposed ordinanceisthatitis sobroad in
scope that it . . . would impose conditions, such as a
finding of blight, before the state statute (authorizing
special assessments and benefit districts) could be
used. It therefore relates to this type of improvement,
and any ordinance relating to such improvement falls
Into the second exceptiontothe referendum statute. IT
IS THEREFORE NOT a proper subject for referendum.”

In analyzing Judge King's decision, City Commis-
sioner Barkley Clark, who teaches local government
law at the K.U. Law School, said, “Frankly, | had not
thought about that so much as the administrative/leg-
islative question. As far as | know, there is no precedent
on the assessment issue. | was a little surprised by his
ruling, but after re-reading the statute, that does seem
to be another exception carved out. It is pretty clear that
the courts are very narrow in their construction of the
referendum statute. That has beenthe common thread
in case law for the last ten years. The courts have bent
over backward to find items not referendable.” Clark
cited the city garage and police and firefighter contract-
negotiations as items previously found not referend-

able in Lawrence.

Klinknett's reaction to the ruling: “There is still
something left in the referendum statute. | expected
the City to argue the special assessment levy if they

~ were looking for the biggest crack in the wall. That

Any person or group with a skill, talent or non-
political information to share with the Lawrence com-
munity should contact Headquarters at 841-2348. Every-
body Day will last from approximately 11 a.m. until
dark.

Woodcrafters

Guild

doesn't stop the judge from looking. It is entirely
possible that the City would finance a pro-
ject by special assessment or levy. But there is more
than one way to look at the 3013 exception. The judge
could have upheld the protections of the ordinance for
those numerous situations not covered by the excep-
tion. He never asked for briefs on assessments or

levies'

Mark Kaplan noted that “at a pre-trial hearing two
Thursdays before the election, the judge repeatedly
expressed negative political opinions about the ordi-
nance itself and of the whole petition process. The
major point of contention was something neither side
wrote briefson. This shows the court’s ability to tamper
with the intent of the initiative /referendum statute.”

WANTED

Silver

OLD JEWELRY

Antiques

TO BUY
Gold

RARE COINS

ROLLS WHEAT PENNIES UNUSUAL POCKETWATCHES
ESTATES OR COLLECTIBLES

anything in gold or silver

BOYD'S COINS

NEW

731

LAWRENCE
OPEN 9-5 MON. THRU SAT.

HAMPSHIRE

842-8773
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Look at it the Wright Way

There's the right way and the wrong way, Pappy used
to say, the easy way and the hard way, the positive way
and the negative. It took me quite a few years to piece it
all together, but eventually | came to realize that these
three pairs of words are synonyms.

The connection between the first two pairs is easy to
make: If you do something the wrong way, you'll have to
do it over the right way, and that has to be harder than
doing it the right way the first time through. Agreed?
Connecting this positive/negative business into the
scheme of things is the tricky part.

Back on the eve of the Roaring Twenties, enough
citizens became convinced of the need for a total ban
on the commercial production and sale of alcoholic
beverages that the Volstead Act came into being. The
common name for this Constitutional amendment,
Prohibition, is enough to tell you that it was essentially a
negative approach to what the dry forces perceived to
be a national problem.

Because Prohibition had a negative premise as its
base, it was doomed to have negative results. Alcohol
consumption and alcohol abuse continued torise, once
the bootleggers and moonshiners were able to grasp
this wonderful new opportunity handed to them. But
now the hooch the public consumed was imported or
made without the benefit of government inspection,
regulation and taxation.

The Volstead Act not only failed to reduce alcohol-
Ism, as its supporters had hoped, it perpetrated several
considerable ills. Alcoholics still found a way to poison
their systems, but now the systems of people on the
periphery ofthe problem were poisoned by the bathtub
booze they drank. Even people who would not think of
taking a drink—legal or illegal—found it hard to live
lives unaffected by Prohibition; and many of them died
In the bloody gang wars, as mobs fought for control of
territories.

Today, nearly half a century after the 18th Amend-
ment repealed Prohibition, we are still paying the price
for the folly of the Volstead Act. For in its tumultuous
wake, Prohibition left us a legacy: a bigger, more
sophisticated and unbelievably wealthier underworld.

Bootleggers became businessmen, Mafia dons
became demigods; and the millions made in the illegal
trade of alcohol formed an economic base from which
organized crime has expanded its operations to an
incredible scope and diversity. In fact, the tentacles of
organized crime have extended so far into our society
that our only real hope for its disappearance is that it
will eventually be assimilated by the legitimate busi-
ness community.

With a disaster of such dimensions etched into our
communal mind, it would seem that we would be loathe
to commit the same mistake all over again; but appar-
ently not. For today, faced with the same type of
problem—drug abuse and addiction — we are attempt-
Ing the same type of negative solution and getting the
same type of negative results.

Fear, arrest, trial, punishment, imprisonment: these
are the keywords tothe approach our society isusingin
its futile attempt to solve the problem of drug abuse.
Even though we might predict what the end result of
such negativism will be, this approach would be forgiv-
able if it were helping to solve the problem.

But the sad truth is that drug abuse and drug addic-
tion continue to increase, despite The Law’'s 60-year
war on illegal drugs. There are, in fact, manyreasonsto
suspect that our misdirected approach is contributing
to the problem.

Consider that the Drug Enforcement Administration
has constantly recommended stricter and broader
drug laws whenever such laws were being formulated.
Now, If you're working for the DEA, are you going to
propose a program that will eradicate drug abuse, and
your job along with it? Probably not—unless you're due
to retire soon.

To me, there's nothing more flaccid than an editorial
that points up a problem but offers no solution. So, first,
we must separate drug use from drug abuse Iin our
individual and institutional mind. If we can do that, we
can direct our energies and resources toward stopping
the proliferation of dangerous drugs, such as heroin,
and toward reducing drug addiction at all levels.

THIS IS LEADERSHIP?

We're so glad Barkley Clark was re-elected to the City
Commission—he says the most curious things. In the
final candidates’ forum, broadcast over Channel 6 and
KANU-FM, Barkley said his role as a leader in stopping
the Haskell Loop was “well documented.”

Opposition to the proposed East Lawrence thorough-
fare first surfaced on October 14, 1974, inthe form of a
petition signed by 34 East Lawrence residents, mostly
nomeowners. The Loop would decimate their neigh-
borhood, the petition said, and they didn't want it.

More than nine months later, Barkley wrote in the
Journal-World: “. . . the Haskell Loop is only one ele-
mentin anover-all effort by the city to improve East and
North Lawrence. The city staff has already spent a great
deal of time and overhead expense in working on the
Haskell Loop project. There comes a point at which the
city staff get demoralized, and city government gets
paralyzed, when decisions once made arereversed . .."

LETTERSLETTERSLETTERSLETTERSLETTERSLETTERS

LETTERS

TACKY, TACKY

To the editor:

| was shocked by the behavior of Commissioner Tom
Gleason at the recent Oread cleanup. I'm usually not
one to pass judgment on people's inner character, but it
seems to me that by showing up at the cleanup clad in
dirty blue jeans and an Oread t-shirt, this man who was
recently elected to atwo year term gave us a pretty good
indication from his outward appearances of what kind
of attitude he has about being a city commissioner. |
was embarrassed not only for Mr. Gleason, but for the
whole city for his apparent lack of respect for the public
trust which he holds.

It's not as if the cleanup was just an Oread thing.
People were there from other neighborhoods too,
watching a Lawrence city commissioner throwing trash
and old mattresses into a bigtruck! It was disgusting. It
Is tragic that the situation in Lawrence has gotten so far
out of hand that this kind of thing could happen. Who
will want to do business here anymore?

Butthisis even more tragic for Mr. Gleason himself. If
he does not find his way onto the right path, | fear he
could end up as a drug addict, a child molester, or
worse. | know heis enough of a politiciantorealize that
his term ends in two years, SO maybe we can hope to see
Mr. Gleason act with more dignity from now on.

Sincerely,
Owsley C. Bronfierron
1144 Louisiana

ROBERTS

10 the editor:

RETORTS

| want to express my indignation over the articles that
appeared in local publication casting aspersions on my
write-in candidacy for city commissioner, and on my
very existence!

| would like to assure the voters that my candidacy
was just as legitimate as the i1ssues raised by the
Journal-World and the three other losers. And | main-
tain that | am just as substantial as the fears the Build-
ing Trades Council, the labor unions and the other
losers tried to promote.

My congratulations to the three winners—I'm certain
they'll do almost as good a job as | could have.

Martin L. Roberts

Two days later, July 30, 1975, he called the Loop *...an
obvious planning tool . . ."

When the Kansas Department of Transportation allo-
cated $1 million for the Haskell Loop in September
1975, Clark said he was ‘“delighted” because the
money “will insure early completion of the loop pro-
ject.” All this nearly a year after the petition opposing
the Loop was presented to the City Commission.

Sparked by a spurious environmental impact state-
ment that glorified the Haskell Loop and castigated its
opponents, the controversy continued for another four-
teen months. In the meantime, the reunited East Law-
rence Improvement Association, the Far East Lawrence
Improvement Association, the Douglas County Plan-
ning Commission for ECKAN, and the League of Women
Voters all issued strong statements in opposition to the
Loop.

Finally, on December 17, 1976, Mayor Clark told the
City Commission, “In light of the failure of the state
highway department to assure a connection at the
(east) end of the Loop, and the devisiveness that the
Loop has caused inthe neighborhood associations . . . it
might be better to table the Loop for the time being.”
Even in presenting the motion to the commission the
next week, Clark confessed he still thought “the original
plan was a good one.”

There's no doubt that Barkley had a hand in putting
anendtothe deaththroes of the Haskell Loop: but if he
can convince the public that he led the opposition,
don't be surprised if he soon begins to tell how he led a
ticket of neighborhood candidates to a sweep inthe last
city election. *

It all this seems somewhat like ancient history, con-
sider Clark's coment just before the installation of the
new City commissioners regarding the 1980 change in
the method of choosing the major: “If Marci Francisco
IS elected mayor, it will prove that the change was not
aimed at her.”

Now there's a pretty piece of convoluted logic. Every- |

one, Clark included, knows that the past City Commis-

sion decided to choose the mayor in a “real election” |

among the commissioners for one reason and one rea-
son only: to keep Marci Francisco from serving her
rightful term as mayor due her under the old system by
virtue of her second-place finish in the 1979 city
election

Denials and disclaimers—past and forthcoming—
nonwithstanding, iIf Nancy Shontz and Tom Gleason
nad not been elected to the commission on April 7,
Clark and his cronies would still be playing a game of
mayoral keep-away from Francisco
Marci as mayor on April 13 proved only one thing: that
the voters of Lawrence had become disgusted with the
high-handed decisions and power politics of the past
commission

We are happy that Barkley was re-elected, because
ne Is a capable commissioner. But we'll be even hap-
pier when nhe can carry out his public trust without
making public statements that contradict common
Knowledge and common sense
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I'he election of |

Next, we must eliminate or substantially revise our
existing drug laws. It should not be a crime for a high-
school student to smoke pot, for example; rather, it
should be a crime for the school to fail to provide that
student with accurate, reliable information on the phy-
siological, psychological and social hazards involved
with smoking pot. |

The present system of making criminals out of drug
users then punishing them for it has three major flaws.
First, as touched upon earlier, it is not working. A study
reported on by a national news magazine in 1979 esti-
mated that as many as 55 million people in the United
States used illegal drugs on a “regular or recurring
basis.” That's a lot of criminals.

The most common objection to liberalizing our drug
laws runs something hike this: “If you legalize drugs,
we'll ‘have a nation of drug addicts.” The implication
being that our present program of crime and punish-
ment has somehow limited the availability of drugs.
Nothing could be further from the truth.

Inregard to a major cocaine bust last year in Miami, a
‘Florida narcotics agent said, “We took 2,000 pounds of
pure cocaine off the market in one afternoon, and it
didn’t raise the street price one nickel.”

The truth i1s that, right now, any one of us with suffi-
cient cash and a bus ticket to Kansas City could score
enough of any kind of drug to put us in orbit somewhere
beyond Saturn—or out of this existence altogether. But
we're not planning any drug-buying trips into KC. We're
planning on staying right here in Lawrence where we
can worry about our kids' grades, punch time clocks
and write editorials.

The second flaw inthe laws is that they are too irregu-
lar and too susceptible to arbitrary enforcement and
prosecution. Possession of an ounce of marijuana in
Oregon, for example, is a misdemeanor punishable by
a light fine. The same ounce can put a person behind
bars for ten years in Texas.

A judge In lllinois recently dismissed a possession
charge because he determined the substance involved,
cocaine, was neither addictive nor dangerous. About
the same time In Lawrence, a family man was sen-
tenced to three years in prison for selling the same
substance.

The third major flaw Is the outrageous cost of the
system. The immediate costs are obvious. Add up the
budgets of the DEA and the narcotics bureaus of all
other federal, state and local law enforcement agen-
cies, and you could fund every existing drug rehabilita-
tion program several times over.

[magine: A Proem

by Fredric Prown

IMAGINE GHOSTS, GODS AND DEVILS.

Imagine hells and heavens, cities floating in the sky
and cities sunken in the sea.

Unicorns and centaurs. Witches, warlocks, jinns and
banshees.

Angels and harpies. Charms and incantations. Ele-
mentals, familiars, demons.

Easy to imagine, all of those things: mankind has
been imagining them for thousands of years.

Imagine spaceships and the future.

Easy to imagine; the future is really coming and
there |l be spaceships in it.

IS there then anything that's hard to imagine?

Of course there Is.
magine a piece of matter and yourself inside it, your-
self aware, thinking and therefore knowing you exist,
able to move that piece of matter that you 're in, to make
It sleep or wake, make love or walk uphill.

Imagine a universe—infinite or not, as you wish to
picture it—with a billion, billion, billion suns in it.

Imagine a blob of mud whirling madly around ene of
those suns.

Imagine yourself standing on that blob of mud, whirl-
ing with it, whirling through time and space to an
unknown destination.

Imagine!
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Add up the costs of prosecuting, defending and hear-
ing all the simple possession and sale cases each year,
and you could finance an objective study of the charac-
teristics and consequences of every drug sold above
thetable and underneath. Total the costs of incarcerat-
Ing and maintaining all the convicted drug offenders
now serving time in prisions and jails across the coun-
try, and you could provide a comprehensive drug edu-
cation program in every public school in the nation.

But, like Prohibition, there is a hidden, long-term cost
that some authorities are just beginning to recognize:
loss of respect for our legal system as a whole. Wide-
spread public use of marijuana and other popular
drugs has made our drug laws ridiculous: they're the
rotten apple in the barrel of our body politic. And this is
not just a “social problem,” but a rent in the very fabric
of our society.

A New Jersey state legislator tried to defend his vote
for a paraphernalia law by saying a total ban was neces-
sary to reduce teenage drug abuse. When asked what
studies or evidence he had seen suporting the supposi-
tion that such a ban would have the desired effect, he
admitted he had seen none. “But,” said he, “in matters
lIke this, we don't have to prove anything to anybody—
we're allowed to experiment.”

Well, it's time to call a halt to this dismal experiment.
It has run its course. All the evidence is in, and the
result is clearly negative.

Al Wright
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Dy Ralph Simmons

A great deal of confusion has arisen over the rhetoric
concerning Lawrence's neighborhoods the last few
weeks. According to Webster, a neighborhood can be a
geographical place, as well as a community/social
network. In Lawrence, the city has created six central
city neighborhoods (geographical areas) for the pur-
poses of disbursement of federal Community Devel-
opment funds.

Operating within these neighborhoods are voluntary
associlations of neighborhood residents. These volun-
tary associations are primarily service-oriented, but
they also serve social functions, and advise the city
regarding Issues of concern to their residents. Law-
rence also has several other distinct geographical
neighborhoods which do not receive Community
Development money, and which do not have formally
organized voluntary associations.

The status of Lawrence’s central city neighborhoods
surfaced when the Lawrence Journal-World asked the
thirteen pre-primary city commission candidates, “Has
the city directed too much attention to the central city
neighborhoods to the detriment of outlying areas?”’ The
tone of the question made it clear that the newspaper
was trying to create a conflict—central city neighbor-
hoods versus the rest of Lawrence. None of the six
primary winners bit the bait. All said every part of the
city deserves equal attention.

After the primary, something happened to cause the
fifth- and sixth-place candidates to change their minds.
That something may have been the strong first- and
third-place finishes by Nancy Shontz and Tom Gleason,
largely based on the strength of their showing in central
city precincts. In withdrawing from the city commission
race and throwing his support to Bob Schumm, Mike
Amyx said, “l feel there are two candidates being sup-
ported by the neighborhood groups, that if elected
could be a detriment tothe city of Lawrence.” Schumm
said that the campaign could be interpreted as pitting
the interests of the neighborhoods against the city as a
whole.

Now it was In the open. Subtle innuendo in the
Journal-World and on KLWN gave way to overt editorial-
1zing. The warnings from the media, Don Binns, the
Homebuilders Association, the labor unions and some
of the candidates against “special interests” were as
ironic as they were unmistakable. The people in power
were scared, and they were willing todivide the town by
panderingto fears they hoped to foster—if that's what it
took to keep control. .

For their part, none of the six organized neighbor-
hood associations endorsed any candidate. All six can-
didates had open public support among the active
members of the neighborhood associations, as evi-
denced by the fact that all six candidates had signs in
the yards of members of the East Lawrence Improve-
ment Association, supposedly one of the stronger of the
“empires.” The situation was the same in other central
city neighborhoods.
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Neighborhoods Are People

The issue of neighborhoods in city politics is not a
newonein Lawrence. In 1975, Lawrence voters elected
three “pro-neighborhood’ commissioners: Marnie
Argersinger, Don Binns and Carl Mibeck. After Mibeck’s
term expired, neignborhood commissioners Binns
and Argersinger voted against using the Hobbs family
bequest for a park in East Lawrence, despite the fact
that the family had specified that the park was to be in
cast Lawrence. Argersinger insulted scores of East
Lawrence residents who appeared at the commission
meeting, calling them a “different breed” from the rest
of the city. Meanwhile, the three “business’” commis-
sioners voted to build the park in the neighborhood.
Enough said about the history of “neighborhood”
commissioners

In 1977, residents of every central city precinct voted
to double their own water rates so a new water treat-
ment plant could be built. This plant was constructed to
facilitate the developing areas at the west end of town.
lronically, residents of the older neighborhoods, many
of whom have owned the same house and paid taxes for
decades, found deaf ears at City Hall when they
recently complained of rusty water.

Last summer, voters in every central city neighbor-
hood except North Lawrence voted to build a new fire
station to serve the southwest part of Lawrence. Despite
the fact that North Lawrence has never had a fire sta-
tion of its own, the measure failed there by only thirteen
votes.

What was most distressing about this rhetoric of the
neighborhoods versus the city, or creating a “city within
a city” 1s that it flew squarely in the face of the facts. It
was an insult to the dignity of the people who by choice
or necessity happento live in the older part of town, and
aninsulttothe intelligence ofthe people who live inthe
newer part of town.

We all live in neighborhoods, therefore, we all share
similar concerns. We want our streets to be safe and
clean, we want our water to be clean and our water
pressure to be adequate. We want open green spaces,
convenient shopping and adequate police and fire
protection. |

Parents of chjldren attending New York School want
to insure the safety of their children walking to school
just as much as the parents of children who walk to
Deerfield School. The people in Pinckney, just like the
people near Naismith Valley do not want their base-
ments to flood when it rains hard. Nobody wants an
obnoxious tavern on their block.

If any part of Lawrence has basic needs which are not
being met, it 1s a blight on the whole community. Cen-
tral city residents have voted to increase their own taxes
to provide services to newer areas which were develop-
ed without proper planning, and lacked those services.
Nobody in the centmal city wants special favors or con-
trol of the town; they just want a fair shake from their
government, the same as everyone else.

WHOLESALE ¢ RETAIL

PRIMITIVES

FURN ITURE

COLLECTIBLES

UITARS

gBANJC)é

841-0817 '

STRETCH FOR IT, SUE

Lawrence City Commissioner Tom Gleason and Sue Davls are two of more
thean a couple dozen people who participated in the Oread Nelghborhood
Spring Clean=-up on Saturday, April 25. The volunteers collected  brush
pilles, construction debris, old matresses and other mlscellaneous junk
rlaced near the alleys by Oread residents and property owners. After
the trucks made several runs to the city landfill, Oread's alleys and
streets took on a new look.

The volunteer work force was fed a well deserved lunch, including
black beans prepared by Paula '"hicker with curry rice made by layor
Marci Francisco. The one thing that the Oread Nelghborhood falled to
provide for 1ts volunteer workers on that hot Saturday was beer. That
1s one oversight which will not be duplicated by the Last Lawrence Im=-
provement Assocliatlion. XLIA plans to have beer for the dozen or so
volunteers expected to work the Zast Lawrence Spring Clean-up on the
Saturdays of May 9 and 16.

The area of llast Lawrence north of llth St. 1s slated for the Clean-
up on the 9th, the area south of 1llth St. on the 16th. IMay 30 1is the
scheduled make-up day 1n case 1t rains on elther of the earller Satur-
days. Nelghborhood residents are asked to place thelr brush or bulky
l1tems neaer the alleys to be plcked up on the clean-up day. ZIELIA willl
provide coffee and doughnuts to volunteers in the mornlng before the
work beglins, eand lunch after the worx 1s over.

The Finckney Nelsghborhood Assoclation plans thelr clean-up 1ln Junes

Photo by Jolene Babyak. Text by Barry Shallnsky
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City Staff Toys With Bike Trar sit

by Michael Almon

Within the past couple of weeks, bicyclists may have
noticed a newly paved, eight-foot wide bicycle trail
along the Vermont St. side of South Park. A safe new
bicycle facility? A sign of better things to come? Not
quite. This project is not the doing of our new City
Commission. Hopefully, however, they can salvage
what the previous Commission botched when they gave
excessive decision-making authority to a few city staff
members. And as staff is all too often inclined to do.
they solicited no public-input while developing and
funding this six-mile Bicycle Demonstration Project.

Historically, our officials have made only token efforts
to provide safe bicycle transportation in Lawrence.
Because they themselves could not comprehend bicy-
cle safety considerations, they consistently failed to
apply professional talent to bicycle planning. Their
belatedly heralded “Pedalplan” was developed with lit-
tle encouragement, and done mostly after hours by
Myles Schachter while he was a city planner in 1976.
The officially adopted bicycle elements of the neigh-
borhood plans grew from my initiative as planning
technicianthree years ago, and still remain incomplete
and in need of refinement.

Nevertheless, intent on maintaining a fractured
approach to bicycle transit, mid-level bureaucrats
without significant bicycling experience were assigned
this project. They proceeded to expand upon the
already piecemeal bicycle plans by introducing several
additional safety problems that were not previously
present. Non-signalized crossings at major arterials,
bicycle routes on streets intended for heavy auto traffic,
and uncontrolled bicycle traffic on one-way streets, for
example, would not seem to encourage bicyclists to use
this supposed demonstration of quality bicycle facilities.

The bungling bureaucrats began by ignoring sound
advice from many sources. The Management Analyst
in charge of the project did not ever refer to the neigh-
borhood plans, and disregarded their own City Planning
Office recommendations that scarce Federal funds “be
first spent in Pinckney, Oread, and East Lawrence
because of need, and since a bikeway system is an
element of their adopted neighborhood plans.”

In similar fashion, the Oread Neighborhood Associa-
tion's pending request for Community Development
funds to build a bicycle trail, and the Appropriate Tech-
nology Center’s suggestion that Public Works money be
spent under Capital Improvements both went unheeded.
The decision was made rather to seek Surface Trans-
portation Assistance Act grant monies, although they
failled to simultaneously request Heritage, Conserva-

tion, & Recreation matching funds for trail sections

through city parks, which would have freed up more
S.T.A.A. grant money for non-park portions of the
project.

The most astonishing oversight, however, was to
effectively exclude the valuable expertise of Commis-
sioner (now, Mayor) Marci Francisco, who is both an
avid bicyclist as well as an architectural designer. Also
excluded was the Director of Public Works, even though
most of the project will be over city streets and paid for
with Department of Transportation money; while in-
cluded in the process was the Director of Parks &
Recreation, even though no Parks & Recreation money
nor Heritage, Conservation & Recreation money was
being spent. The explanation is that, until the recent
election, the City insisted on viewing the bicycle as a toy
for recreation rather than a legitimate means of trans-
portation, and gauged its decisions accordingly.

Not surprisingly, the resulting decisions proved
pathetic. The Demonstration Bicycle Project, as funded,
forms a sideways “U" shape, starting along Princeton

Rd. in northwest Lawrence, looping through downtown,
past the High School, and connecting with the Clinton
Parkway bicycle trail. Northwest and southwest Law-
rence show infrequent ridership—mostly recreational —
whereas daily bicyclists who need to commute through
the chaos of central city were given less-than-adequate
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bicycle facilities. For example, bicycle trails and bicy-
cle lanes as approved in the Pinckney Plan were arbi-
trartly (and illegally without public hearing) down-
graded tosimple routes onthe streets, where bicyclists
must vie with auto traffic. Several months ago, the City
graclously rebuilt West 2nd Street to handle increased
traffic for the new Holidome, but failed to use this logi-
cal time to build the called-for bicycle trail there.

And of the four planned options for bicycle routes
south of downtown, they chose the absolute worst—
Vermont Street. Between 14th and 15th streets on
Vermont, the recently built Hanover Place Apartments
form an effective barrier, eliminating any hope for a
bicycle easement through this block, and forcing bicy-
clists to use heavily travelled Massachusetts or Ken-
tucky streets to get around it. Here too, designated
bicycle lanes were eliminated, making the situation
awkward, dangerous and practically useless. Far super-
lor choices would have been New Hampshire St., with
its already agreed-upon easement through the Central

Jr. High property, New York St., or the Oread-requested

alley between Kentucky and Tennessee streets.

Neid h borhoods

Nearly everyone in Lawrence is aware of the fact that
there are neighborhood associations in the central part
of Lawrence, but a lot of people are unaware of why they
exist and what they do.

Historically, the neighborhood associations were
created as a necessary element for the city to receive
Community Development Block Grant funds designed
to serve low- and moderate-income people. The Com-
munity Development Act passed by Congress man-
dates community input into the spending of these
funds. Six neighborhood associations were created: East
_awrence Improvement Association (ELIA), Far East
Lawrence Improvement Association (FELIA), North
L awrence Improvement Association (NLIA), Old West
L awrence Association (OWLA), Oread Neighborhood
Association (ONA) and Pinckney Neighborhood Asso-
ciation (PNA). All are duly recognized by the city.

Much of the publicity received by the neighborhood
associations has been for their actions in fighting nega-
tive change within their neighborhoods. ELIA opposed
construction of a highway through East Lawrence
known as the Haskell Loop. The Loop would have des-
troyed and isolated housing, increased traffic and
noise, and cut maybe two minutes off a trip from 23rd
and Haskell to 7th and New Hampshire. PNA and OWLA
opposed location of the city garage at 2nd and Indiana
because it would have put a flow of truck traffic onto

‘residential streets. More recently, PNA opposed devel-

opment of the “bluffs” at 6th and lowa which would
increase runoff water from heavy rains to an area where
there is already flooding. ONA has opposed zoning laws
which encourage demolition of beautiful Victorian
homes to make way for box-type apartment units.

Through Organizations

Gain Pride

by Barry Shalinsky @many, so many should effect change.

And then there's East Lawrence, the best neighbor-
hood in the city. (Remember what | wrote about neigh-
borhood pride. | hope other people feel the same way
about where they live.) ELIA sends a monthly newslet-
ter to every house in East Lawrence, sponsors two
annual neighborhood cleanups and a neighborhood
annual picnic. ELIA was active in helping neighbors on
east 13th St. in their effort to get new water lines. ELIA
recently coordinated 25 volunteers from a K.U. frater-
nity, directing them to senior citizens in need of some-
one to do painting, minor repairs and yard work. ELIA
sponsored a chicken dinner to raise over $500 for
community service work. ELIA is cooperating with ONA
on a paint-up program. ELIA works closely with New
York School. Penn House and the Appropriate Tech-
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Unfortunately, one never hears much about the aay-
to-day services the neighborhood associations provide;
nor will one read in the local press about the rich diver-
sity between the neighborhoods and the creative ways
In which the different neighborhood associations try to
serve the particular needs of their communities. For all
the talk about the older neighborhoods trying to divide
Lawrence from itself, the truth is simple. The neighbor-
hood associations are impacting people at the level of
their lives. If we can't see to it that the senior citizen
down the block gets her grass cut in the summer, what
right do we have to try to do anything on a larger scale?
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Because of these actions to protect their neighbor-
hoods, the neighborhood associations have acquired
an unfair stigma as “aginners.” Actually, most of what
the neighborhood associations do is of an entirely dif-
ferent nature, but is isn’t the type of news that makes
the front page of the local daily.

An important function of neighborhood associations
IS to instill pride in people for their neighborhoods. A
few shortyears ago, the area east of K.U. was commonly
Known as the “student ghetto.” Once people began to
take pride in living in the “Oread Neighborhood,” they
started to rehab their houses, meet their neighbors,
clean up their alleys, and the crime rate has dropped
drastically. ONA has a tool bank, a monthly newsletter,
and a community mini-park developed completely with
volunteer labor.

FELIA is active in providing landscaping, play equip-
ment and sidewalks for their neighborhood. PNA spon-
sors alley cleanups and actively works with the city staff
In land use decisions. NLIA provides both service and
social functions.

OWLA is sponsoring a series of seminars entitled
“This Old House . . .". A recent session about roofing
was so successful that OWLA plans future seminars on
topics such as foundations, plumbing and wiring, exte-
rior repairs and maintenance, and restoration of archi
tectural details.
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Many other arbitrary changes were made to adopted
plans, pointing out both the city's ignorance and their
indifference to public process. The entire project was
thrown together in a matter of weeks, allowing no
opportunity for citizen input. And Commissioner Fran-
cisco herself was shown the grant proposal only one
day before it was submitted to the U.S. Department of
Transportation.

If you are one of the 8,000 bicyclists in Lawrence (or
even If you are not), you probably feel affronted by city
bureaucrats who try tocircumvent public input soas to
reduce their own work load. Their claim, of course, is
that too much citizen participation is slow and ineffi-
cient. Quite the contrary. What is inefficient are hastily
made decisions by an uninformed few, usually result-
ing in wasteful expenditures of money for poor solutions.

For Lawrence to be dynamic and creative, city staff will
need to be supportive of, rather than obstructive
towards, the public viewpoint. Although the new Com-
mission Is fostering an atmosphere of open, deliberate
decision making, this process could be severely hin-
dered if staff continues to supply the Commission with
narrowly concelved information. Lawrence now faces
some major decisions that will have repercussions for
years to come, so it is essential that we have as much
public participation as possible. Our changes will affect
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Tour of the Lakes

by Carl Gridlcy, edt.
}ld=-American Cvclist

In less than a month the Mt. Oread Bicycle Club’'s
Tour of the Lakes Century rolls out onto the asphalt of
Douglas County. On May 17, riders from Wichita,
Topeka, Kansas City and Lawrence will meet at Broken
Arrow Park to tackle this year's one hundred mile
course. The route will take the cyclists to the three
major lakes in the area—Clinton Reservoir, Lone Star
and Douglas County State—through some fine Eastern
Kansas scenery in between.

The Tour of the Lakes, though 20 miles longer, Is
considered to be the little sister of the Octoginta, an
80-mile ride held each fall since 1969. It's the largest
organized cycling event in the state of Kansas—attract-
ing well over 300 riders last year.

The Tour of the Lakes offers fewer leg-killer hills than
its older sister, though, and the club expects a less
massive turnout. Bruce Epperson, TOL Tour Director
says, ‘We'll have about the same number of club volun-
teers working on this project as the Octoginta, but we
expect less than a third of the riders, so we should be
able to take care of everyone pretty well. There will be
five stops along the way where riders can get cool water
and fruit, as well as roving sag wagons to patrol the
route for mishaps or mechanical breakdowns.”

For those whose thoughts of riding 100 miles on a hot
and steamy May day are not comforted by the thought
of cold water and fruit, the ride actually offers built-in
options. As the Century will be run inthree consecutive
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loops (each loop visiting a different body of water),
riders will have the option of doing 25, 65 or 100 miles.
Says Epperson, “With it still being early in the season,
the idea of running the tour in loops and not linearly
makes a lot of sense. People who discover that they
really aren't in good enough shape to ride the full cen-
tury won't be caught completely bonked 25 miles from
town."”

Centuryrides have long been the obsession of Amer-
iIcan cyclists. Inthe early days of the bicycle when hardy
men with handlebar moustaches rode penny farthings
onthe rough back roads, riding 100 miles in at least ten
hours was considered a monumental achievement.
Today with fast blacktop and light, shiny ten-speeds the

average rider can complete a century within six or

seven nours. With the current bicycling renaissance
taking place in this country, it 1s not uncommon to find
clubs sponsoring double and even triple centuries.

The Tour of the Lakes is not meant to be a strenuous
rideorarace: more like a Big Eat on Wheels. Bicycling
Ison its way to becoming the Sport of the Eighties—and
when bikers get together they can't help but have a
good time. The Tour of the Lakes is guaranteed to be
one of the best two-wheeling parties of this spring.

Registration forithe Tour starts at 7:30a.m. May 17/,
and theride will leave at 8:00a.m. For more information
and anentry form, stop by the SUA Office inthe Kansas
Union or any local bike shop.
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Takin~s a long-term view of the
rlanned parkinc lot points up the
folly of the undertaklng even more.
very indlication of the past ten
vears points to the iImpending de-
mise of the automoblle, as we know
i1t It makes no sense to bulld =
new facllitv to support a mode of
transportetion that already may be
on 1ts way out,

The economlcs of the projsct
have reached the rldiculous stare.
The study projects a generous rate
of usuage of 100 cars per day. At
tiie current meter rate, this is a
cross weekly take of (5C, assuming
an average stay of one Lven
at a meter rate of 25¢
income from the lot probably would
not pav the lnterest on the bonds,
let alone mcke any inroad into the
princliple.

Add 1n the costs of malntainence
and monlitorlngs, and you have a fa=-
cility that can only be a drain on
the cit> budret for decades to
come, And to what purpose?
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Refore the handful of supprorters
of the lot start wallling about the
waste and the shame 1n abandcninz
gshould be
rolinted out to them that the shame
wes consumrated last December whern
[rvan ancerson's came down.

I'he real shaeme 1ls that the rush
to push ths parkine-lot throush
has forced the current commission
to find some suitable use for the
site, without the benefit of th
time to find tiie bsst use for the
slte In accordsnce withk a compre-
hensive nlan.

The Clity Commission has a toiugh
decislon vo make: allow thls monu-
ment to stupldity to be built,
or {ind a3 better use for the site

and encdure the sneerling and sni-
ping of a hostile nress cnd vailn
and vitriolic cormissioners.
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from page two

Mayor Marci Francisco opined, “There should be a
way for the public to initiate action. | believe the legisla-
ture intended for people to have that right. Most people
are interested in the particulars of a petition before they
signit. Itisn't something just anyone will do in front of a
grocery store. It takes very real energy from people to
circulate a petition and put it on the ballot. It i1s a waste
of people'stimetotell them they have that option, then
when they choose to use it, tell them they can’t use it.
It's rude. The legislature should take this ruling as a
signthat it needs to be more specific about that option.
It it i1s a law, they intended some use. The point of
having a law on the books is not so the courts can say it
IS useless.”

Kaplan concurred. "Tospend any more time with the
courts 1s a waste of time and money. It is'better to
change the law so it will not thwart people’s efforts.”

According to State Rep. Betty Jo Charlton (D.-
Lawrence), "Mark suggested we sit down to look at the
statute and possibly tighten it, instead of leaving it to
the capriciousness of the bench. | am very willing to
look over the statute. If we start to work on it this
summer, we should have something ready to go for next
session.” State Sen. Jane Eldredge (R.-Lawrence) also
expressed a willingness to study the matter. She
expressed concern that if any amendments are to
happen, there must be support from around the state
outside of the Lawrence area. She could not gauge
whether that necessary support might be there.

On the local level, Francisco said. | don't think the
court's decision prohibits the city commission from
reviewing this ordinance and deciding that it is appro-
priate for them to adopt it."

Newly elected City Commissioner Nancy Shontz said,
“I'd wanttothink about the ramifications of it carefully.
| want to protect the integrity of downtown. | want to
protect the taxpayers. | want the City to make wise
decisions. This ordinance might be the route to go in
order to do these things. We are dealing with a tight
downtown situation. We don't have space to make mis-
takes. Our options are very limited. We have to see that
every piece of the puzzle fits.”

In addition to the three options open to the petition-
ers, Clark proposed a “fourth alternative. That is to
recognize that we've got a new commission that people
who were passing the petition would feel more comfor-
table with than the prior commission.”

Kaplan disagreed: “We need to institutionalize a fair
means tor people to participate in the process and not
put upwith this secret meeting crap no matter who's on
the commission. People should not be expected to trust
any entity.”

According to Clark, the various financing tools the
City would use in downtown redevelopment, such as
the tax iIncrement financing law and others, “have their
own internal protections. That would be enough under
the current commission. Relocation assistance can
make projects impossible. Scope and breadth are a
problem. It has possibilities if it is done in a careful
manner. Relocation assistance is the main policy ques-
tion’l would be willing to look at on its own merits. If we
make things too restrictive and tie the City's hands too
much, it will make it difficult to do anything downtown
and we'll be faced with the cornfield mall again. We
need to have tools and keep them sharp enough.”

Kaplan sees a need to “protect ourselves from a land
grab by major owners of property and protect the diver-
sity of ownership of property downtown. The proper
response to the threat of a mall is not to mimic a mall's
economic process of taking property from small shop
owners by eminent domain to turn it over to large
developers. We need open public interplay between all
Interest groups.”

Francisco said,”'I'm concerned that property owners
be treated equitably. Treatment shouldn't be based on
the legislation under which we act. People deserve to be
treated fairly whether we use industrial revenue bonds,
parking bonds, tax increment financing or whatever.
Without an ordinance, we do only what the law requires.
We may need to place more requirements on ourselves
than the legislature does.

“Public benefit should be great enough to cover pri-
vate costs. |f we cannot afford to treat people equitably,
then the benefit is not great enough for us to proceed
with the project. | don’t think it should be easy for us to
acquire property. We should have'to go through strict
proceaures, butwe should be abletodo it if we need to.
Strict requirements force us to make better decisions.”

Francisco praised the petition effort. “At least it got us
moving on developing a downtown plan."

SIOISISICS

Everyone interviewed by PUBLIC NOTICE agreed that
the petitioners have three options: appeal, go to the
legislature to push for amendments to the statute
which would tell the courts to construe petitions less

rigidly, or go to the new City Commission with a similar
ordinance
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Page Seven

After entering on B3, White played a wash, 2W4/W1,;
then boldly followed up his decision with W8/WS5. It was
a risky play, in that it all but destroyed his blockade of E

Boardtalk

by Dr. Rohlenstoen

his home board, but it's hard to argue with the result.

Black burned* with a 6-1, and White followed with a

Reprint from April
6-2, picking upthe bloton W11 and adding a builder to
W7. The blitz was on. A touch of irony was added a few
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rolls later and Black posed a brief threat. Just as White

was poised to close his board, Black entered two men |
from the bar on the last empty point with a 3-3. He
ended the game with a gammon-saving 6-6.

& This is a weakness every backgammon player should

be alert for in his opponent’s game and in his own.
Players with this phobia often will drop from a game in
which they have adequate equity for atake; and, on the
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Black to play 6-2,
first game of a nine-point match.

No player can expect to hold his own outside the
novice division these days until he is comfortable with
his judgment in making the two basic doubling deci-
sions: when to offer a double and when to accept one.
More money changes hands as the result of bad dou-
bling decisions than bad play decisions.

To rise above the pack, a backgammon player must
learn not only how to make the right doubling decision,
but also how to incorporate those decisions — past and
future — into his tactical decisions. We approach the
above problem primarily at this second level.

On the preceding roll, White uncorked a 6-6, and
should have been contemplating turning the cube even
before Black started to shake hisdice. Realizingthat he
possibly will be facing a double after he plays this 6-2,
Black needs to turn the board (figuratively) to antici-
pate White's decision. Both players recognize that
Black has only two rational choices: hitting from W3, or
making W3 and starting a point in his inner board.

The two plays have about equal chances of pulling
the game out for Black, whom we make about a 2:1
underdog. So which play Black should make — and
which one he did make — comes later.

Whichever play Black makes, White should double.

This would apply in any match situation save one: if

White were leading 7 to 5, turning the cube would be
giving Black a free redouble to 4. If the situation In
Diagram No. 1 were to arise in a straight money game, |
would double every time. Doubling here meets the
prime criterion for a good pressure double: White will
be happy, take or drop.

A brief aside while we consider White's decision if he
were the owner of the cube at 2, thinking about redou-
bling to 4. In all money games, yes. Redoubling from
the box, | would expect half a chouette todrop. In match
play, yes; but | would expand the exceptions to include
any situation where | was leading an opponent of equal
or lesser ability with fewer than eight points to go in the
match. Think it through, it's good exercise.

So, expecting White to double, Black must decide
whether he wants to take. He may conclude, as we
have, that heis buta 2:1 underdog and take the cube; or
he may believe that White's 6-6 was anomen and drop.

Should Black decide to refuse the expected double,
then he needs to look for the move that might earn him
areprieve for at least the next roll. Against an opponent
of average ability, hitting on W11 could do the trick.

I other side of the coin, they will take an unreasonable

double just because their opponent is on the bar.

Against an experienced opponent, Black’'s best bet to
run a bluff is to make W3 and play B8/B2, confidently.
As this is the play Black should make if he intended to
take the anticipated double, White may think twice
before turning the cube — giving him an extra chance
to make the wrong decision.

Although sending the man on W11 to the bar would
equalize the pip count, this is far from being a running
game yet. Black's chance for winning with this move
would be predicated on his ability to harass White until
his other back man was able to escape. This plan has
three flaws:

First, Black will have to use one full turn just to
escape from W1. Second, White has full control of three
quadrants and partial control of the fourth from the bar.
Although it has potential, Black's home board is too
weak. It's this third flaw that points up the main hazard
of this play.

There are only four rolls that keep White on the bar:
6-6, 6-5 and 5-5. Eight others are bad for him because
they force himto expose a second blot: 6-2, 5-3, 5-1 and
4-1 (4-1 can be mitigated somewhat by starting W9).

Five rolls are indifferent: 6-4, 3-1 and 1-1 (play 1-1
W8/W6, W8/W7). And six combinations play safe: 6-1,
5-2, and 4-3. Double 4 scatters blots about, but com-
pletes the prime to all but lock up a single win.

This leaves 12 rolls that bring White off the bar and
put Black on it. With three blots and no defense, Black
is flirting with a four-point loss. This i1s doubly danger-
ous here because of the shortness of the match.

If Black accepts the double and loses the minimum
two points, his odds of winning the match against an
equal opponent slip to 44 percent. But if he accepts
and loses a gammon, he goes down to 36 percent —
nearly a 2:1 underdog.

By making W3, Black accomplishes two things right
away: he puts White on the defensive and he greatly
reduces the odds of being gammoned. This also gives
him some hope of winning in a race. If Black can find a
6-6 of his own before the prime is completed (every-

body’'s entitled), the game iIs a toss-up.
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White to play 3-3 from the bar.

» P
I’'m not sure | would have recognized 3-3 as a legiti-
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Many players have an inordinate sense of insecurity mate comeback shot if it hadn’t been for the develop-
when on the bar and wouldn't think of touching the ments in the actual game, in which Black took the hit

cube.
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6 — PUBLIC NOTICE NIGHT

7 — Night Shift

8-9 — Excessives (rockabilly from Lincoln, Neb.)

13 — Street Talk
15 — Abuse

23 — No Exit

27 — Flatland String Band
28 — Dancing Cigarettes
29-30 — Dallol (Ethiopian reggae band)

737 N.H.
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16 — Teardrop Explodes with Get Smart and Abuse
22 — Gear and Go Cats

and the double.
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*Burned. A fairly descriptive term | use in place pf
some longer ones or their acronyms, such as “failed in
entry” (FIE) or “stayed on bar” (SOB).

| notice that Diagram No. 1 is an excellent setup 1o
illustrate another sort of backgammon strategy, solet's

not waste it. In the sarne situation, give the cube to

Black at 2 and give White a deadly 5-5 to play.

White could play this as a straight running move and
be 90 percent sure of winning the game: B7/B12,
B7/W8 W11/We6. But this would be passing an oppor-

tunity to deal — as they say in the lists — a telling blow

by going for a gammon and a 4-0 lead in the match.

The obvious play is 2B12/W3, completing the prime
and putting one man on the bar. Almost as good Is
2W8/W3, 2W7/W2, putting one man on the bar and
making a five-point board. But both these plays are
wrong for the same reason: they give Black 11 rolls that
establish an anchor in White's inner board. The idea is
to keep Black out altogether. Tip: Having just seen an
intermediate wash successfully played, a major wash
might come to mind: 2ZW8/W3, 2ZW6/W1. Don't.

The gammon play is 2ZW8/W3, W11/W1, putting two
men on the bar while maintaining the five-point block,

which was the muscle behind White's double. Black

now has only tworolls that establish a defensive hole —
a 5.5 percent chance instead of a 30.5 percent chance.
White doesn't want his blot on W1 to be hit, of course;
but it doesn’t worry him a whole lot either.

Lagniappe: Don't let taunts of “lucky dice” goad you
into giving a handicap or playing under special rules to
prove your skill. If your opponent thinks you are trounc-
ing him only because you are getting the better rolls, let
him continue to think so and put the proof in your
wallet. Never overlook the possibility he might be right.
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