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BRAVE STROKE,
SIR GALLAHAD

congratulations to Dolph
Simons, Jr., Chairman of the Board
of the Lawrence Daily Journal-
World, on his having served on the
Pulitzer Prize selection committee
for criticism. That's probably as
close as the Journal-World is ever
going to get to a Pulitzer.

Our

Unless there's a Pulitzer Prize
for pettiness. In which :.case,
Junior himself would be one of the
front-runners.

Apparently the Journal-World is
being crowded 1n the marketplace
by the University Daily Kansan.
So Junior used his positicn as a
regular member on the national
board of the Associated Press to
persuade that company to reclassi-
fy the school paper as a commer-
cial publication, thereby tripling
its rate..

The UDK couldn't fit the unex-
pected rate increase into its bud-
get, and the Student Senate
wouldn't grant emergency funds, so
the Kansan had to drop the wire
service.

A nice piece of work, Tarzan;
but why stop there? If a special
AP rate 1s unfair competition,
then outright cash support from a
tax-supported institution certain-
ly must be unfair competition,
too.

Why don't vou really show your
clout and persuade the University
to cancel the Kansan's allotment?
Then all the kids up on the hill
could chip in and buy a ' mimeograph
and put out a neat little paper
that wouldn't need no advertising
at. all.

Oh, and thanks for the t:ipoff,
Junior. From now on we send our
copy to the printer by armoured
car:.
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PN DEMANDS MET

New Commissioners Recall
First Month In Center Ring

Before their election to the Lawrence City Commis-
sion on April 7, both Nancy Shontz and Tom Gleason
were long-time observers of city government; so PUB-
LIC NOTICE asked them to recall their first month in
office and give us their impressions from the other side
of the footlights.

The biggest difference, Shontz said, was “learning
not to tune-out certain items. When you're in the com-
missioner's chair, you have to maintain constant con-

centration because you know that you are going to be"

required to make a decision.” Having to deal with all the
others Involved Iin the decision-making process—
including the four other commissioners—was also a big
difference, she said.

The biggest and most gratifying difference, accord-
Ing to Gleason, “is knowing that my opinion is going to
be heard.” Attorney Tom thought he probably felt more
comfortable than most freshman commissioners might,
because there are many similarities between a com-
mission meeting and a courtroom trial.

Shontz said that the harmony among the commis-
sioners has pleased her the most, because it has
allowed the commission to handle complex issues
smoothly. The thing that has pleased him the most,
says Gleason, 1s “the coffee pot for the public at the
meetings.” And, he quickly added, that the commission
has been able to make “reasonable decisions.”

One of the biggest failings in the current system,
according to Gleason, is the too short notice given the
public on agenda items. He said he “plans to push for a
revision of the agenda schedule. It isn't always neces-
sary,” he continued, “for every item to be pushed onto
the agenda as soon as it's brought up.”

The PUBLIC NOTICE is an independent, non-
profit newspaper, incorporated and registered as
such with the State of Kansas. The board of direc-
tors comprises Chuck Magerl, Mark Kaplan and
Kate Duffy. Contributors tothe April and May issues
were: Al Nelson, Karl Gridley, Carl Lafong, Al Wright,
David Stipp, Barry Shalinsky, Joyce Kendrick, Ralph
Simmons, Jon Blumb, Michael Almon, Tim For-
cade, David Evans, Jan Hoffman, Bill Dann. Also
contributing were two John Does and one Jane Doe,
who asked not to be named because of their affilia-
tion with another local publication. Dr. Rohlenstoen
is a Pala-Pala Feature. Correspondence may be

addressed to:

PUBLIC NOTICE, PO Box 1056,
Lawrence, Ks. €6Ch4ly

8-8 Monday —~ Thursday
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LIGHT FORCE

Rejuvenate your body with Nature’s
richest source of super nutrition!

SPIRULINA PLANKTON is a biolog—=
ically dynamic species of algae
which is a complete food, and
whose minerals are naturally
chelated by the action of coasmic
light photon synthesis. This
means the nutrients are balanced
by Nature and therefore are eas-
ily agsimilated by the body's
own natural metabolic processes,
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Learn how this wonder food may
be used in nutrition programs
to purify and revitalize the
body and how it may correct di-
ets deficient in vitamins and
minerals. Ask for Christopher
Hills'! booklet REJUVENATING THE
BODY WITH SPIRULINA PLANKTON,

32.50.

For rﬁore infemﬁtian or to purchase some of this delicious powder, call:

Tod VWestcott

913=842-3111 llam=2pm or 6=9pm most weekdays.

Time and information are the two main concerns of
Shontz. “We need more time on some isues, she
declared, “so that we can gather more information and
make better decisions.” She cited a recent decision on
a drainage problem where some very pertinent infor-
mation came in two days too late.

Shontz also sees a need for greater involvement of
the city staff and the public in decision-making pro-
cess. “We need to get more information before the
meeting starts,” she said, “rather than have everything
thrown at us after the gavel.”

On a personal note, Shontz admitted her chores as a
commissioner were taking up more of her time and
privacy than she had expected. However, she thought
much of this was due to “the number of complex issues
left over from the previous commission.”

The demands on Gleason’s time, he said, “are about
as | had expected, but it is cutting into my privacy a
little." Both new commissioners expect things to go
smoother and quicker, once they learn the ropes.

Being a commissioner has not changed either's
basic opinion of city government; but Shontz said she
was “learning more details of its operation.”

Both freshman commissioners think things are going
great, so far. Being a commissioner is not easy, says
Gleason, “but | didn't expect it to be."

Shontz stated that being on the commission was
exciting and she was enjoying it: “l think this is a good
commission, and I'm looking forward to the next four
years."

)

| sit on various boards, attend four or more meetings a
week .. .and haven't enjoyed so many thrills and spills
since | gave up hang gliding. Local politix 1s prime
adrenal exercise.

— Stewart Brand

THERE 'LL BE SOMETHING

FOR EVERYBODY
THIS SUNDAY

The Seventh Annual Everybody Day celebration will
be held this year on Sunday, May 10 in South Park. This
annual event, free for the entire city of Lawrence, Is
sponsored by Headquarters, Lawrence's 24-hour crisis
intervention center. Everybody Day celebrations will
include games, contests, craft demonstrations, sports,
music, dance, and much more.

The purpose of Everybody Day, as explained by
Headquarters director Marcia Epstein, is to give folks
an official day on which to feel good about themselves.
“As a short-term, crisis counseling center, most of the
people we see aren’'t in much of a position to be cele-
brating life. Thisisourchance todo something more on
the fun side for the city of Lawrence.”
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Judge Confused

There were a number of other collateral issues in the
legal battle between the City and Kaplan, et al. The City
claimed that the title was defective and that the Dro-
posed ordinance lacked an “ordaining clause” The
judge’s opinion made cursory note of the title, and did
not address the ordaining clause issue. Judge King
dealt with the legislative/administrative controversy by
characterizing the proposed ordinance as “confusing.”
The proposed ordinance prohibited acquisitions of
property by the City prior to adoption of a comprehen-
sive plan. According to King's opinion, “Purchase of
office supplies and a multitude of other items neces.
sary for the day to day operation of the city government
are encompassed by this language. They are so clearly
administrative that one is tempted to dispose of this
entire matter . . .” Klinknett responded to this part of
King's decision, stating, “The petition was not intended
to deal with demolishing, altering or renovating a
typewriter. It's a shame he got confused by it.”

The judge’s opinion further states,“As a practical
matter, | cannot help but notice that a literal reading
would require a finding of ‘blight’ before the new city.
hall orany other public building could be remodeled or
enlarged in line with changing circumstanczs as the
years goby..." The petitien actually requires a “finding
and description of blight . . . according to the definition
of KS.A. 12-771 (a) (1) and (2)."” That statute lists
“predominance of defective or inadequate street
layout, unsafe conditions, diversity of ownership, obso-
lete platting or land uses, and conditions which create
economic obsolescence” as reasons the City can use in
making a finding of blight.

Judge King's holding turns on another exception to
the Kansas initiative statute which prohibits proposed
ordinances ‘“relating to a public improvement to be
paid wholly or in part by the levy of special assess-
ments.” Judge King states, “Perhaps the most obvious
defectinthe proposed ordinance isthatitis sobroadin
scope that it . . . would impose conditions, such as a
finding of blight, before the state statute (authorizing
special assessments and benefit districts) could be
used. It therefore relates to this type of improvement,
and any ordinance relating to such improvement falls
Into the second exceptiontothe referendum statute. IT
IS THEREFORE NOT a proper subject for referendum.”

In analyzing Judge King's decision, City Commis-
sioner Barkley Clark, who teaches local government
law at the K.U. Law School, said, “Frankly, | had not
thought about that so much as the administrative/leg-
islative question. As far as | know, there is no precedent
on the assessment issue. | was a little surprised by his
ruling, but after re-reading the statute, that does seem
to be another exception carved out. It is pretty clear that
the courts are very narrow in their construction of the
referendum statute. That has beenthe common thread
in case law for the last ten years. The courts have bent
over backward to find items not referendable.” Clark
cited the city garage and police and firefighter contract-
negotiations as items previously found not referend-

able in Lawrence.

Klinknett's reaction to the ruling: “There is still
something left in the referendum statute. | expected
the City to argue the special assessment levy if they

~ were looking for the biggest crack in the wall. That

Any person or group with a skill, talent or non-
political information to share with the Lawrence com-
munity should contact Headquarters at 841-2348. Every-
body Day will last from approximately 11 a.m. until
dark.

Woodcrafters

Guild

doesn't stop the judge from looking. It is entirely
possible that the City would finance a pro-
ject by special assessment or levy. But there is more
than one way to look at the 3013 exception. The judge
could have upheld the protections of the ordinance for
those numerous situations not covered by the excep-
tion. He never asked for briefs on assessments or

levies'

Mark Kaplan noted that “at a pre-trial hearing two
Thursdays before the election, the judge repeatedly
expressed negative political opinions about the ordi-
nance itself and of the whole petition process. The
major point of contention was something neither side
wrote briefson. This shows the court’s ability to tamper
with the intent of the initiative /referendum statute.”
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