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2\"5 to 4, It seemed apparent t. anyone following the &

gcourse of events,that support for the road was gener- Stats -'-5' :::'.-ff s A0 e .'3. A | h o, bl - h ’ d
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g sus support for the Loop, a few neighborhood resi- et £ __ ol S

Ydents in November 1974 were circulating a petition =i . o :
against demolition of homes in the 800 block of Penn- SHEESEE G =, s, GRS R SEY | S
dsylvania, More than 60 residents, all within a : e | 1/ 5 B i
couple of blocks of the Loop right-of-way, signed in | B " ' " T

just a few days. Monthly meetings of the neighbor-
hood association were marked by small verbal skir-

ymishes; the Loop opponents were still bitter over

{the way in which Association members were fed :
yinformation on the road.

f Throughout the period in which the Association dis- : S

Yy cussed the project, it seemed City officials and con- THE HOMES ABOVE & |  SSSEIE & B

E sulting planners and developers dominated the floor BELOW WILL BE

{'of disucussion. Negative impacts on the neighbor- TORN DOWN FOR THE

hcmd were not talked about. Instead, those inter- LOOP., THE HOMES |~ SESSEEE S e e o " S

{ ested were subjected to a barage of maps and stat- AT RIGHT WILL BE

distics which purportedly proved the need for the - LEFT WITH THE ROAI_? R sn SRR

) road, and demonstrated the positive changes which IN THEIR FRONT YARD, S ot o

d would take place in the neighborhood when it was = . RO e

) completed. At one point, a City Commaissioner =

) threatened Association members with a blockage of Rl e e

g all funds for improvements if they didn't stop bicker- o S

ing and get behind the Loop. Opponents simply felt % L R P

) that intimidation, subtle and not-so-subtle, had <\ . |

f played a major role in obtaining a favorable vote NANRARRARRRRANRAR 11T _ | LU ITTTTL] ARARSAREARANE] L y o

) of support of the road. The vote in 1974 had been . ] ﬁ . ﬂq e A When youre in ITOUb'e there’s

: particularly important in the face of federal regula- T i _' o e & -.-“T_' =~ no place |ike home .

f tions dictating cooperation between City officials and e 1 e
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T i ME All along, ‘the City knew that it would have to pre- :

) Despite opposiiion, it seemed that the Loop was a - ¢ e 2§ § | 3 B= pare an Environmental Impact Statement. The

dead issue. City plans were moving o P e j;; :.-‘ -».g:f =5tatement is req_uiréd bY the federal government of
fwas acquired and houses torn down in the 800 block g e -.3all cities and states using federal funds on construc-
of Pennsylvania. Opposition was discouraged. T ut SeEeissmsEsy ~ ation projects. The City planned to have this state-
Py March 1975, City elections were coming up, and : . | e ‘ _

da wealth of so-called '""'neighborhood'' candidates were ¢ 8 8 & 8 Zvention by Washington forced the City and its consult-
fon the ballot. In the general election, 'two outspoken =/ S8, | {2 | & S8 ~ Zants to consider, in writing, the effects of the de-
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§ L.oop opponents were elected to the Commaission. ”H i S @mstruction of the East Lawrence park system. The :
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) Discussion about the LLoop continued, mostly low- ” ** gdditinn to the study incurred several months of i

o

b key, for several months, Fy early July, heartened :"_’.';i;j;- | e =delay. - :
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dI.oop opponents managed to see the issue again L i

placed on the Commission's agenda. Since the gov- e - e At summer's end, things were at a stand-still, The _
S50 L bodywas novw dominated by strong advocates 3 e G R s e R e City was anxious to release the Impact Statement in ;
of neighborhood preservation, it seemed certain order to get its land acquisition program rolling :
gthat the bulldozers would te called off. of petition carriers and signers. The process of down the 900 block of Pennsylvania. Facing an Oct-  ¢§
: beating the pavement in the petition drive turned up ober 1978 deadline for committal of federal highway
 But, expections of Loop opponents proved to quite nearly unanimous opposition to the roadway. Although mone:*,r with WhiCF to build the‘rcrad, the Ciffy was very ¢
fnaive, On the evening of July 29, at a so-called - many people were basically ignorant about details of concious of the time element involved. Neighborhood ¢ |
) ''public hearing' on the Haskell Loop, the Commis- the planning ‘or the road, it was clear that nearly opposition was also anxious to get a handle on the J
g sion voted, following two and a half hours of debate, everone was against tearing down so many houses, study, knowing that here was their best shot at defla-

§to build the roadway as planned, 4 to 1. and replacing them with rivers of car and truck ~ ting the City's efforts to build the road before time
' and money ran out,
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g L.oop opponents were crushed. Only days before, |

§more than 240 signatures against the road were col- % | The Statement was finally released on Oct. 8, follow-
dlected along a two-block-wide corridor abutting the It was clear that there was no way to reach the ing another delay in which City o‘ficials returned the

gproject site., ILed to believe that the new Commission hearts or minds of City government with neighbor- study to the drawing boards for a few last-minute

fwas going to be more responsive to people's needs ~ hood concerns, Fusiness and_industry had too many cosmetic changes. As interested parties all over

fthan in the past, Loop opponents were unprepared dollars on the line., Facked by the general support town btegan to examine the Statement, the winds of

§for their quick change of heart, It was obviously of the neighborhood, spoken and otherwise, the change were blowing stronger through East Lawrence. ‘
btime to shore up for a long and hard fight. ‘ East Lawrence citizens' group quickly rounded up At the October meeting of the East LLawrence Improve-§

80 to 90 interested opponents to the Loop. The ment Association, long dominated by East-side busi-

 That fight began with the organization in December group sent out letters and requests for help to fed- ness interests, the business slate of candidates was
§1975 of the Citizens Opposed to the Haskell Loop, eral and state agencies. Representatives in congress being ousted in the annual election of officers. The
 now' called East Lawrence Citizens F or Housing were notified and asked to help. Within a couple of warm Monday evening brought more than 70 people to
Preservation. The group formed around the nucleus months, the campaign began to pay off, the East Lawrence Center to engage in the battle for
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Laundry & Dry Cleaning,. :
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We'll do your dry- cleaning
by the load or by the pound
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? 737ﬁew Hannpshire

Lawrence, Kansas

We'll wash, dry and fold
your laundry by the pound
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1045 Pennsylvania 843-6106
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lastehenee weekend romancedence.

HEADQUARTERS

DRUG OR PERSONAL CRISIS ?
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YOU'VE GOT A FRIEND

WE NEVER CLOSE
841-2345 1602 Mass.
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‘Repair & 8enno'va tion our specialty
New and used: guitars, banjos, mandolins, fiddles etc.

Open 10:00 to 5:00 and during the Wednesday night jam STAND UP FOR

e . D) - opén 10-5 dally
; 737 New Hanmpshire Tl W el jo i
; Lavvrence, Kansas _
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