‘‘‘‘‘

s, R
FROM PAGE 1

Vogt described the present water

gituation as near critical. He Commissioners voted unanimously water rates. used, the higher the cost per
said that if we have another in November to ask voters to gallon.

drought this summer, conservation approve general obligation bond Vogt supports g.o. bond finan-

measures would be needed. People, Under the present water rate

he said, might be asked to curtail _—— == _— = == system, the more water used, the
watering their lawns on certain ”TI—IE PICTURES QUE LAWRENCE WE KNOW WOULD DIS APPEAR, THE cheaper the rate (See Box). Thus,

days.

Growth of Lawrence was the main
reason for the construction of
the new $1Q0 million sewage
treatment plant which will boost
sewer rates by 50 per cent 1in
1977,~ increasing the $3 per
month average sewage charge to
$4.50.

for growth. What's more, they
will be forced to subsidize fu-
ture growth.: Although 1t's the
new suburbanites who are creating
the need for the Clinton plant,
all residents will have to pay
for it. The plant, planned for
Dragstrip Road, Just west of the
City limits, will pump water

only for residents of the south-=

el
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Residents in neighborhoods loca=-
ted at elevations under 900 feet,
have lower water pressure and
often complain that water pres-
sure is dangerously low in case
of fire. The new water plant

won't increase pressure.

As with many decisions which
affect the direction of the
city, the City Commissioners
aren't asking the people what
they want.

tomers oOn the1r water bills.
(See Box) Based on consultants’
estimates,
goar to.5$24 in 1981 if g.o.
bonds are used. With revenue
bonds, that same $10 bill would
co8St-S21 in+ 198l.

Vogt said the water department

wouldn't save any money with the

use of g.o. bonds for the first
20 years. After that, he said,
it might be possible to lower

CITY WOULD BECOME LIKE ONE OF THOSE DESERT TOWNS IN ARIZ -

ONA, ARCHITECTS WOULD START LANDSCAPING MUCH DIFFERENTLY,

THEY'D START PUTTING THOSE PAINTED ROCKS IN FRONT YARDS, "

e 3 Vogt, Lawrence utilities director on water conservation as an
alt natwe to con structmn of the new water treatment plant

financing to build the new

The City is promoting a yes vote
on the financing question. AC-
cording to the City's engineering
consultants' estimates, finan-
cing the plant with g.o. bonds
could save the City $5 million

in interest charges because the
bonds would be payed off in 20
vears as opposed to 30 years

cing because he says the new

should be willing to pay more
to get the plant sooner.

HEHEEEHEHQEEHEEHEEEEEﬂﬂ!ﬁﬁ!ﬂﬁ

The new watex plant 1s an
important project affecting the
whole community. Commissioners
should give careful thought to
the long-range effects of their
decision. They should evaluate

a S10 water bill will

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE supports
a plan to conserve

-\ water,making the new plant
‘h- unpecessary. We support
the East Lawrence Improvement
Association's decisibn to re-
commend adoption of life-1line
rates to encourage conservation.

Life-line rates charge a basicC
low—-rate for a minimum amount

of water for essentials. EXces-
sive use beyond this amount
would cost more. The more water

waste is not only acceptable, it

is encouraged.

The life-line system would pro-
vide affordable water for all.
Wasteful consumption would be
discouraged. Those who are
placing heavy demands on the
water system should pay for any

existing city.
the key, hot only in Lawrence
and not just with water use, but
in the whole country and with
all precious natural resources.

The first step in curtailing
higher water costs and the re-
sulting growth is for voters to
vote no on the finance gquestion
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plant. The question, appearing plant could be built sooner additional water service costs.
The recent fuss about sanitation on the Spring election ballot, and the City would be in a Why should people who use a mini- B
services are due, 1in large part, is not whether to build the better position to obtain fin- mal amount of water for washing, )
to the growth of the city. The plant, but merely how to pay for ancing i1n 20 years if the city cooking and drinking pay more |
City has been considering switch- 1t. Commissioners are convinced continues to grow. because new home owners want to H
ing to private trash collection, the plant must be built. If irrigate lush golf course size i
and with this change, the $3 per voters turn down general obli- Voter approval of g.o. bonds lawns or because the City wants '
month trash collection charge, gation bond financing, the City would allow construction to be- to promote industrial and resi- A
one of the lowest in Kansas, plans to build the plant with gin this summer. A no vote dential growth? {
oy ! will "surely rise. revenue bonds, according to would delay construction two | , |

City Commissioner%,which do not years. Vogt said that because Let the developers fend for them
Lawrence residents are paying require voter approval. of the water shortage, voters selves. Let's take care of the
Conservation 1s

e e —— 1_-{"'

in the spring. Citizens should {
request that the Commission adopt Lo
a plan to conserve water. Most f
importantly, Commissioners should y
ask the people what they want.
If the Commission refuses to |
stage an open debate and explore ?
conservation, the people should _
petition for a referendum vote 1
on whether to build the plant.

the needs of the community and
encourage an open debate on
whether promotion of growth is
really "progress" and who bene-
fits and who is hurt by such
growth. Construction of the
water plant isn't the only
answer.

- ern and western parts of Law-

rence. In emergency, the plant
ould,be used to back-up the en-
ire system, but it will do

| nothing to improve service to

3 old customers.

with the revenue bonds.

As Mayor Fred Pence put it, "On
the ballot you just ask one
question--'Would you like to
save $5 million?2:!'™" |

o

One of the City's biggest worries But g.o. bonds won't save cus-
- is that the Army Corp -of Engin- S —
eers may cut off water in the
Kaw River for reservoirs to the

|
|
narfhﬁ&$ejdeL&wrence,_Vogt said. ii
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NEW RATES BASED ON A $10 WATERLBILL—“SCHEDULED TO BEGIN IN APRIL
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Merely “asking voﬁer"approvéI'of
a financing method for a project
without an open discussion of

With the use of general obligation bonds:

"If we ha’ve’ fdi-oﬁ’gﬂesf‘ we'ré not

1976 $10 per month $120 per year S :
' SO sure we ll“have water funnlng | 1977 $12.10 per month $145 per year 712 increase real needs, 16 1rre$pon51ble and
dogn}the Kaw," he said. The | 1978 $15.50 per month $186 per year 28% increase undemocratic governing. .
Corp’ could hold back on the il 1979 = " /$18.90 per month $226 per year 22% 1ncrease | ,
¥ water to ma;ntaln Eerry, Tuttle | 1980 $22.90 per month $272 per year 198 increase Just who will proflt‘and prosper
R Creek and Milford. I 1981 $24‘32 per month 5291 per year 62 increase with %00,000 pEOPlE in LHW?EHCE? ]
- - e . 1062 TOTAL Who will pay the costs? City 8
Vogt said we need a second | . Hall is supposed to represent i
water source because the City 4 With the use of revenue bonds: the people. Let's give the
of Lawrenpe would have no power R 8 g voters the chance to decide the
to stop.sﬂch drastic action by ” 1976 $10 per month $120 per year future of their city.
pae quFﬁ s A 1977 $15 per month $150 per year 50% increase *ﬂﬁﬁ@@ﬁﬁ@aﬁﬁﬁgﬁﬁ@@ﬁﬁﬁ -
ﬁmnmﬁmmlmmaml i 1978 $17.90 per month $214 per year 19% increase
i 1979-1980 SAME S AME NO INCREASE
If Lawr@ﬂce’really does need a il 1981 $21.30 per month $255 per year 19% increase

l
- second séurce of water, the new _} 882 TOTAL
Clinton Régervoir wouldn't pro- i
vide immedfate relief since |
water wouldn?t: be available until ‘
|
\

|
at least 1979. With severe |

and would
and guar-
20 years,
Vogt,

General obligation bonds require the approval of voters
be backed by revenues generated by the water department
anteed by the City. G. O. bonds would be payed back 1in
il revenue bonds in 30 years. Statistics provided by Gene
i | utilities director. |

Building a new water plant to “

boost water output by nearly U | ;

droughts, water impoundment will qh.'

take much longer.
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(2.4 ;. _~_ tget?;ﬁgé fzzif ;Zeghergsiﬁelﬁf ﬂ 2,000 gallons $2 called the minimum base charge
Easr;nce? Who Ehouldgpay for L8904, ;g cents per irggg or §i§*68
| : . | ff 80,000 cénts per 1, or :0
S e g 30 cents per 1,000 or $120.00
g ff over 500,000 25 cents per

City promote growth? h 1f000

The LOGAN PARKA (Bustrated),

Our most papﬁlar middle-weight down
parka, Filled with 8 1/2 to 10 1/2

ounces of Trailwise's 600 fill grey

goose down (600 cubic inches per
g
\
\
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The : Chamber of Commerce will
readily argue that the more
. people, the larger the tax base.
But population increase also
means increased demand for City
serV1ces——water, sewer, sanita-
tion, pOllCEI fire and street

improvements.
¥ ﬁr , 'a
' Y !
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ounce), Features include high-count,
down-proof, wind-resistant 70 denier
nylon taffeta shell and inner lining,
cargo and hand warmer pockets, down-
filled mandarin collar, knit cuffs,
drawcord waist, double-slide zipper:
and stuff sack, Comes in royal blue,
copper and chianti,

Jack gets his candles ar

]
2 %
b

{
-r
{3
g
;
|
'!

" ‘
P
]

in all sizes.
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Trailwise hand made quality.

WE FEATURE BOTH TRAILWISE AND SNOWLION
DOWN PRODUCTS. THEY ARE GUARANTEED BY

BOTH THE MANUFACTURER AND SUNFLO ‘ng
N
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Wm pre-season supply lasts, 356 50

Hoods optional, $1 1 ,.00-@
{ GET DOWN!
at SUNFLOWER

84.3-5000 i*
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wz SPECtM.le iN CREATIVE PDR-I‘RMTS
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