s LS Ol r— E §

PUBLIC NOTICE PAGE 3

+ -1“_h-ﬂf-ﬂﬂ_i-m—--—u_n-u—u—u-u-un-ﬂ—-v—n—u_u—un—nh--n-l

o e e s st o e e s e e e L e o e AR BEEES
U n | o n (Continued from page? E o e i
= e | Plea to Citizens |
| s been a tradition in our democratic system that Lawrence City Commissioners have pledged themselves ho
~when 10(::3.1 government is unwilling or unable to act to openness in government, yet by the Mayor's own ad- % l
responsibly, it's time for the people to act. We mission, the Commission's vote was influenced by pri- .
the'rgfore ca.ll on all Lawrence citizens who want vate meetings with unnamed citizens, As one Comm- |
‘effu;lent, fair and open management to join with us in issioner noted, only one citizen opposed recognition at 7 |
calling for: the public hearings. We are dismayed that some {H

: e Commissioners feel they can make crucial decisions
1) an Investigating committee for efficient management in the public interest based on citizen opinions not
to investigate all of the above charged malpractices stated publicly where such opinions could be challenged
al}d report back publicly to the City Commission, The in open and honest debate.
City Commission should then hold public hearings to

- Treceive citizep input with regard to the investigating We are also dismayed that although Commissioners have
.committee’s findings, The investigating committee frequently indicated their interest in the Kansas Public Q ’ % 1/ A ? N
should be comprised of two City Commissioners, two  Employer -Employee Relations Board they, in effect, g | | |
“repree:.entatives of the United Public Employees® voted against working through the Board without having 2
Associations and two neutral Lawrence citizens selec- invited its Executive Director to come to Lawrence and We will therefore call upon concerned citizens to join
ted by ag_reement among the two Commissioners and testify as to how the Board functioned and its effect in with us in submitting a petition to the City Commi:.'ssion
two Public Employees; other Kansas communities. Our Employee Association specifically asking that it consider an ordinance phciné
_ =¥y invited the Board's Executive Director to Lawrence so Lawrence under the Kansas Public Employer ~-Employee
_2) an investigation by the appropriate state authorities it could learn about the Board, We also relayed this to Relations Act. We will ask that a public hearing be /
into the uses of the 1/2 % sales tax; the Mayor and the City Manager and indicated that the held for which the widest and most expert opiniogn both
_ St ‘Executive Director’s information would be extremely val- pro and con, can be solicited. We will do our best to
3) an Investigation by the Occupational Safety and uable to the Commission in their deliberations. As one cooperate with the City Commission to bring forward
He?.lth J}dm1mstration into the widespread safety vio- Commissioner pointed out, there were "'stories'' about as much data as possible so that a fair and objective
lations in Lawrence municipal employment; the Board's negative effect on certain communities decision can be reached. :
: 2l | which, upon investigation, proved untrue. Yet the Mayor
_4) an investigation by the Highway Patrol to determine  and the City Manager chose not to expose the Commiss-  One final note: apparently word had leaked out to man-
Ifl flwﬂvehacigs are _roadworthy and safe to both em - ion to the facts directly from the Board's Executive agerial personnel that recognition was to be denied
ployec = and the public. The Lawrence City Director. and‘this hag producegi a renewal of thinly veiled threats
Cy o a N ssibn doa- D against the job security of Employee Association mem -
i S Some Commissioners have noted somewhat critically bers and officers. Although we have pledged our
_ g thlr;tt th(:m::' petition for recognition was.not specific as to c'ooperai:ion to the City and public we wish to empha -
tial, yet as one Com- ;U el er our request was for regulation by state or tically state that under no circumstances will we tol-
Sl athabt polimen oca authgrli':yﬂ We were n_ot Sp&Cljflc in ‘order that erate harassment, intimidation or dismissal of em -
[ it A Al oehakton the (_'Jommmsmn have the'w1dest -1at1tude in its decision = ployees for exercising their Constitutional right to
making. However, we will readily admit that our fail- free speech.

' d i - 2
/{‘f@%ﬁ; ks dnalne o ure to be specific may have produced some problems

missioners’ folders : s 1 R
in the C : : 3 ok
| by the City Manager ommissions’ decision making process. We are We wish to acknowledge the efforts of Commissioner

{ / s ke concerned that the rule of lau_r prevail in Lawrence. Don Binns and Carl Mibeck for attempting to achieve
e et ashaittion. g‘he State of Kansas ha:‘s prpmded a procedure where- an atmosphere of moderation, openness, rationality
S bthe S e S y the many problems in City employment can be and elementary fair play in municipal employment.
\- celved Tezal ;1 e o aeipag fsoiﬁ?d in \?V peaceful, orderly, legal and t{lemocratic Blut above all we commend their compassionate under -
\'1 &/ ! Bl von L el opbosed eorploves O‘?{- ; ;2;10 pub?i zzri‘ye :;;gec;iz%er;}:glg;aal c;ic;?:{;tﬁviﬁebased standing of the lives of working people. _1
| oS - . : : ) ’ 13 o
‘. ,Y{. ,- Oll;,gimiatiofbi ye.t ?eglfecjced to\;)fbtam influences, Commissioner Mibeck has noted this lack This statement is intended for all the people-of Law- S
L e e L DL VOW., e of fact and expert testimony at the last public hearing. rence. We urge its reproduction and circulaticn.

[

Rondor Shuhassdwiicheetaxpayershad bl r e S on i iauge s o et e e o e e Sl iR U ClL na 1a . -

- to 1oot the bill for this one-sided ad- :PU BLIC NOTICE endorses the labor union call for consistency. It asks the unions to remember m
s | what they have said about big city groups coming in--for the future, What is your opinion ? Box 114, _—
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mr and Mrs. Louis Ward should be public doesn'c want that, then it‘s dicta~ tacted us., No one sent us a letter, came any calls, then how did you first learn of%

happy. Recently they made their final toriall™ by We <till haven‘t been officially in-  the road, "I asked. =
mortgage payment to the Lawrence Nat- i | formed that our house will be taken by :
ional Bank. At last. thev own their own The Ward's home is only one of many the road. " "T think we first learned about it in the i
home at 946 Pennsylvania in East Lawren- Which will be removed by the roadway. | paper, " she said, a little whimsically. ;
ce where they haye lived for 30 years, The City will take their home under the  ghe was staring at the floor. They printed a map, sowe got out our :
| rule of "emminent domain, ' or that law | magnifying glass...we wear hifocals, :
The Wards take pride in their accomplish- Wwhich allows for the confiscation of "I don't understand how the neighborhood Yyou know...andI said, ‘wellI believe
ment. They have worked hard for more private property when deemed in the will be improved, There has to be hous~ that road goes right trhough our house!"
than 30 years and are comfortably settl- ‘public interest. " The Loop budget ac-  ino for low-in come people, Everyone
ed in their medium-sized, white, frame tually allows for 360,000 in legal ex- can't be making top wages., " We all laughed,
house on the quiet corner of 10th and penditures, or $2,000 for each home, to |
Pennsylvania. facilitate this process. We expressed our agreement. "A man from City Hall, a friend of sorts,
told us that he intended to write us a let-
Their son is grown and married. Now, Louis Ward came to his feet, with an '"My husband has said something about ter to tell us that it wasn't going to take
money that was needed to iive day to day anger and frustration which thrives in moving to the other side of town, but our home. I believe that was in August
could be spent for a few luxuries., Some  the gut of many working Americans. our taxes would go .p so much, " of "4, and we've never heard anything. "
repairs could be made on the house and ‘His face reddened.
a few new appliances could be added. Life I asked, rhetorically, if the whole idea The story sounded familiar.
could be just a little easier. 'Do we need the road,'" I asked, 'Do of having to pull out was not extremely
you think.,. " unsettling. I was wondering how many of the people
But, something is wrong. Clouding the T ——— P = bk in East Lawenace the city had failed to

’ . _-5;: ;::5-1;'-51__'23_ T R - a ; nOtifY o M 'S 5 Ward ?S comim entS Shi ftE'd
e =% e Rappesaiass ' % L&WI' ence,

hroizon is the threatened destruction of
the Ward's home. The proposed Haskell
Loop will pass through the Ward's prop-

erty.

Feeling that the city bas ignored the hu-
man toll extracted by such projects, the
Public Notice decided to sit down and

talk tc Louis and Ruth Ward at their house
recently. We wanted to know how they
felt about the road and about themselves.
We knew they were upset and consumed
with a sense of deep despair and confus-
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- - o R g B e | | < homes and put us in those homes for old
e e A e o« £ . people. You know people don't last long
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ion, as well as rightious embitter ment. '"'No! We don't need it!" "[t's causing me a lot of inconvenience,' 1 m terribly worried about Louis, " she

she replied. '"We'd like to put up storm  Said. "His health has gone down hill,
Before we had even spoken, Louis Ward '"Do you think many of the neighbors know windows; you know, with heating bills H_e1 looks about five years older than he
was getting angry, just thinking about much about the road, the plans , the route going up so. We need to move the hot did a year ago.
the road. His face was flushed. and the whole thing ?'' I asked. water tank, but we don'’t know what to do. "

The atmosphere became more uneasy.

"They ‘re not going to move me!" he said, Louis glared at me. He picked up a licht I was thinking then of how Mr, Ward had  "hat can one possibly say to make things
his voice rising. 'I'm too old, too ner- jacket. reacted moments before, to our coming petter ? We offered our sympathies; but
vous, where am I going to go, where am over to talk about the roadway., I asked '€y sounded meaningless.
I going to go. " '"Nobody knows anything about!" Ruth how Louis would ever be able to
- stand the strain of seeing‘histhouse run
We began to take some notes, and tr?ed He turned in disgust and rage, and retired over by a bull-dozer. Mrs, Ward had said repeatedly that she
to interject a few questions, but Louis from the house. =e g = ' felt uneasy about having their names
wasn't finished. we've thought about that, " she siad, appear in print., We tried to reassure

Mrs, Ward had remained in the room. She Starring at the tloor still, 'I think we're per that it would be alright, but it was
'""'You not only cease to be a citizen, you was obviously grieved., A little moisture probably going to have to move out before - obvious that she didn't trust us.

are not a citizen, you cease to have rig- appeared in her eyes. The situation had the road goes through, to save my hus-
hts. A few Commissioners can just tell became a bit strained. I even felt a bit Pands health, " ""You just have to be skeptical now days"
me where I'm going to live. awkward, and was anxious to return to o she said frankly. 'I just don't trust
some conversation. I envisioned the real estate people toming people like I used to. I used to trust
'"Wou call that freedom ?° to the house, having heard of the Ward's  everyone when I was a child, but in the™ .
desire to sell out quicklyn I may have past few years I've become more ]_eary ‘
Mr. Ward continued, '"You've seen those Thas winced a bit. I almost blurted out some- of people, "
bumper stickers. ..I'7e been told that1 ~ FaVe you gotten any noriicatlon, ‘rom  thing about the real estate business, but
could move if I didn't like the country, € CIfy, OF anyone, "1 asked quetly. decided upon soliciting more conversat- T don't know if you've felt this, but .
ion from Mrs. Ward. things just aren’t the same, Things .
'"Where is freedom when the city gover - - have changed so much since I was a lit- |
nment can rell you to move out ? if the '"No, " she replied. 'No oné ever con- 'If you didn't get anything in the mail or . tle girl." =
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