Decewber 29, 1931

Rev, & lMrs, Ls Ps Russell
1782 Oxfford St.
Berkeley, California

Dear friends:

It seemed good to hear from you, and our only regret 1is that you
are not both in the best of health, If Mr, Russell is having
trouble with his heart, he might find a great deal of help in the
usé of the medicine which we sent you, Ve find that a great deal
of heert trﬁnble is occaesioned by the condition of the stomach,

Dre, Vatts; who was our pastor for a 11ittle over seven years, has
returned to lMassachusetts, I think he did a very creditseble work
here, but as 1s always the case, there were some who wented a
chqnge. Christ was not sble to please everyone, so it is not
strange that his ministers, now on earth, have no be*#cr success
than their mat&pr, However, we have no P“ﬂl cause for complaint,
The totel indebtedness of the church is about {1, OuO and it has
a building fund of neerly 7,000, Also a fund of 24,000 left by
ir, Grovenor, the 1nt0ﬁnst-0ﬂ which, is used every year to send
the pastor to the Vorthern Baptist POHVﬁntion, lny'nyount not
used for *hat purpose mey be used in other ways,

1 r“ﬂSUFe ycu*w“fe aware of the death of lirs, Prentiece, oldest
meMDer of our church, both in years and in length of membership.
ir, Carpenter glso paseed away., Ve suffered a great lo0ss, as a
cburch, in the death of lirs, Thomas, the wife of our student
pastor. She died after a short 1llness, caused by infection
through a little pimple on her forehead, 8he was a lovely woman,
and very heapful to lMr¢ Thomas in his work,

Mrs, Simons end I spent Christmas with our second deughter, Janet,
in her home in Winneapolis, Kansas, She has two beasutiful child-
ren, & girl and 2 boy. Ve have a great deal of pleasure 1in our
grondchildren, six in number,.

I can see you now, as you used to be in the rulpity and the force
with which you preoached, You may remember that I cautioned you
apout using your voice so strenuvuuasayy,

There is probably not a great deal of difference in our ages. I
had my 60th birthdey lest July, but fortunately, I do not feel old,
nor on the shelf, and some way I feel that no one 1is reelly old




