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Dear Mr., Simons:

The mails are, of course, all upset, so your kind letter of Jan. 8
was a month en route, though none the less welcome on 1its arrival,

Thanks for your thoughtfullness in including news of my Aunt Lece
and her son, Benji, as she calls him. A letter from her, on two scraps
of paper as evidence of her thrift, travelled to Rio with your letter.

At her age she's still active, her handwriting 1s better than mine and
the whole family brags about her, Ben's a good boy.

Yes, I darned near kicked the bucket last March, after sixteen
years in this hectic game and fourteen Carioca summers, But I had a
g 00d bringing up and pulled through, although I spent four months 1n
the hospital, virtually without wiggling a finger. I'm chugging along
again, at reduced speed but still able to make the grade unless the go-
ing gets too hard,

We don't get the extreme heat you all do in Kansas, but it's the
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mugey kind and, once the dog days start, they seem endless. The
worst and one gets up in the morning unrested and feelling :
g The family, wife and two young'uns, 2 and 5, have gone TO
Paineiras, half way up Corcovado Mountain, where there's a hotel of sorts

At least they can sleep at night. I've go to stick it out at sea level,
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