December 10,1950

Dearest Dgd:

We are sp-happy that you are plamning to spend Christmas with us,
We'!ll be happy to meet you in Fairview on the 22nd, Is the idea for Dolph
to bring you halfway, or is he going on to Auburn? What time do you want
us o be there? You can tell us later if you don't yet know, We don'!t
want you to have to wait for us,

We all have another reason to be happy, That is for our grand
Christmas presents from you, I have left the checks in the envelope, and
shall put them on the tree, Thank you so very much, I am trying to decide
what to spend our check for,

Mother Johnson is still with usj; but we are taking her to Lincoln
tomorrow where the Dibbles will probably come for her, If not. we shall
drive her to Bennet, Barry has to meet Carl there at noon for a business
deal, We can tell you about it when we see you, I have some shonping still
to do; so that is why I am tagging along,

Dolph is to be in his first school program tomorrow nights so I
am going to be here for it if I have to come home by myself on the bus,
He is wearing a tea towel for a choir robe; and will sing a number of
Christmas songs with a group, He could sing them alone, I didn't know
he had such a remarkable memory until he started learnigg things at
school, He is very much like Lance,

The boys are all excited about Christmas, but especially so is
Dolph, He can hardly wait for the tree to be put up and decorated, I
intended to have it decorated yesterday for Charles! birthday party;
but Harry didn't bring one home, I guess they aren't very nice this
years and he hasn't found a pretty one yet,

Other affairs interfered with Charles having a party on his
birthday which was Fridays; so we waited until yesterday afternnon; and
he took his guests to the picture show, His cake wa:-yéo pretty, I baked
a large and eight small cakes in the shape of Christmas trees, decorated
them with green frosting and little candies, and withthe candles they
lobked like the real thing,

I had a nice letter from Blanche today, and one from Janet a
few days ago, and a very brief note from Dolph a short time ago, I have
been wantings to write to Dolph ever since I received his; and if he hasn't
£

heard from me and you think of telling him say that I am going to write
to him soon,

Harry is planning to arisegat six in the morning; so he is enxious
to get to bedy and wants me to zo also,

All my love,

A rorlhon
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November 17, 1950

Dearest Dadj

I don't know where the time goes, tut I surely do keep busy, I k
have been wanting to write to thank you for the nice check I received for my birth-
day, It was surely welcome, and T shall buy something nice for myself with it,

I had a nice birthday, We went to church in the mornings and that evening
Harry had a surprise birthday party for me; and it was a surprise, I didn!t mow
he had planned anythings; and he had refreshments tnat he had prepared himself,
including a birthday cake. baked oy Opal Benson, and coffee that he made himself,
He had invited three other couples, and we went to Beatrice for dinner, and came
back here for a bridge game, I had high score to top the evening of'f, although
we had no prizes, The boys had bought and wrapped a bottle of bubble bath for
me, and gave it to me with a cute birthday card,

Never has it taken me so long to clean house as it has this falls but I have
been having a lady help me; and she can come so geldom-only once or twice a weelk E
That makes %t drag out over a long period, We ars working on the kitchen now, and
that finishes the job except for the porches and the basement,

Last night we moved the furniture back into Dolph's room; and it is so cute,
He is crazy about it, Of course it isn't completeyy finished, but almost now, The
electrician has some wobtk to do. and so do Ie

Our next project is the downstairs bedroom, We are converting it into a laumdry;
80 I hope we can get someone st it right away, I don't know how attractive it will
be, but it will be convenient and comfortable, When that is finished, I think we
will be tired of remodelings for awhile although we do want to redecorate the boys
room sometime this winter while the boys et the lumber yard are not so busg, One
of the truck drivers is a painter ,and does very good work, He has done all of our
painting and some of the paperhanging,

We listened to the K,U,~-Oklahoma game; and the first half was surely thrilling
and such a surprise, I think when they Rost Hoag they lost the game, The spark seemed
to die down, and Oklahoma came to life,

Lence and Charles are going to Lincoln tomorrow to ses the Nebraska-Iowa State
game, A friend and classmate of Lance's has asked them +to go up with him and his
father, When Charles was invited, he said]l always have wanted to see Bill Weeks
pass,” He knowa all the players on all the teams_at least all of the outstanding ones,

Tuesday night upon returnings from a day in Lincoln, I went to the church in
Blue Springs to help serve our Father and Son banquet, Our kitchen is in a state of
disrepair; so we had to have it over there, Floyd Pedton, the Blue Springs banker
whom you have met invited Lance to be his son for the evening, The entire family
with the exceptiom of Dolph was there, Oarrie invited him to her apartment for
dinnerg and he came home with a color book and a box of colors, She seid he was

perfect,

You forgot to send the Klapis address to me, If you remember,please do so,

of oo 7 %M,:
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September 9,1950

Dearest Dadj

I think about you ebery day and intend to write to yous but there are so
many thigga to be done that I don't find the time to sit down to put my thoughts
on paper,

This last Mongday the three boys started to school, Dolph is five now and
considers himself quite grown up, He loves school, and is going to be a smart
student,I believe, It is so nice that we are located where we are in relation
to the school house, It is a nice little walk for him and not tiring,

Lance is in Junior High school this year,is playing the saxophone in the
Senior High School Band,K accompanies the seventh and eighth gkade chorus ,and is
playing teckle on the Jr, High football team, So far hie grades have beeh up to
his normal aversge,

Charles is in the fiftth grade,is msking excellent grades so far, and is
anxious to start cornet lessons, There is a deckded change between the sixth and
seventh grades, so many more outdide activities,

All three have gone to the usual cowboy show at the "Cozy" this aftermoon,

I want to & sale with some friends, bult as I saw nothing I wanted to buy,
I came home to catech up on some work, I was hoping there might be some eantiques
that were desirable,but there wasn't a thing, I'd like very much to have a little
washstend like the one in your roomjbut I cen't find one,I also want a prettiy
antique chair and keep hoping I'll find these things sometime at one of the sales,

Harry is very busy at the lumber yard; and labor is gettimg-more scarce all
the time, So many boys leaving for the earmy is depleting the available labor,

Mother Johmnson will visit us soon, She and the Dibblegketurned from Colorado
on Wednesdays; and she will stop here on her way home,

The carpenter who has started the work on Dolph's room has been laid up with
a boils so his work has come to a standstill, I am anxious and so is Dolph to get
the room completed, It is going to be so cute,all fixed up like a cowboy's bunk
house, I have lots of work ahead of me too,doing my share of the decorating, etc,

We were so umhappy to read of Marilyn's baby's death, I didn't know the baby
had arrived until I saw the funeral announcement in the Jourmal-World, I'd like
to know what the trouble was, Is Marilyn all right? I have written to her and to

Blanche,

We are planning to sttend the K,U,~T.C,U, game; and will be in Lawrence
either Friday eometime or Saturday mprning, I hate to take the boys out of
achool when it is not necessary; and we shall bbking them with us, We have talked
of going to Excelsior Springs to see Uncle Harry on the way; so that would
affect our plans,

I hope you are feeling fine; and I am anxious to see you again, It won't be
long now,

ILoads of Love,

) rothso
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I meant to send you a card along the way on our nice trip home; but didn't send
any to anyone, The three d,ys that we allotted ourselves stretched out to four, but
considering the miles we traveled and the things we saw and did, that wasn!t too
much of an extension, The first day we drove through Mimmeeota and Wisconsin seeing
the University of Minn, and the state capitol,? We stopped at The Dells that after-
noon, then drove on to Madison for the night, The next morning we saw what we wanted
to of Madison, another university and another state capitol, then drove across the
state to Milwaukee, and along the shore of Lake Michigan to Chicago, Bus said he
bet ncione ever stayed as short a time spent as little money, and saw as much as we
did, We intended to stay all night there in a small hotel or motel near the Loop if
we could find one, I didn't care to take the crowd into one of the big hotels, lugging
so much baggage, etc,; but we couldn’t find a place to our liking; so after driving
around a bit doing some sightsesing on our own, we spied a sightseeing bus that was
to leave on a tour of the city in 1% hours, On the spur of the moment we dedtded to
park our car in a garage, eat some dinner, and go on the bus, It was an excellent
decision,for we saw more and learned more about Chicago than we could have in days
by other methods, I saw things that I had neber seen in all of my trips there, includ-
ing the place where Mrs, O'Leary!s cow supposedly kicked over the lantern, Things
like that with the attached stories regaled Lance and Charles, who didn't miss a
thing,Even Jonnie was a grand little tourist; but couldn?t wuite hold out, and went
to slecsp for about the last half hour of the 2~ hour ride, Then.. at 11:30 Doy WO
lef't Chicago and started looking for a place to spend the night, At that hour of the
night it is risky business to trust to luck for accomodations for even twoj but for
six, and not all the same family it was almost impossible; but we finally piled into
bed at 3300 a,m, daylight savings time in a very comfortable cabin at Chenoa,Ill,
Needless to say, we didn't arise very early the next morning, When we did. we had
breakfabb with about 30 State Highway Policemen who were on their way to a fair at
Springfield, We all enjoyed our visit in Springfield; and in Lincoln's home I pointed
out several antiques that have a place in your home and in ours also, Another state
capitol building was put down on the list here, Then we drove some out of our way
to take the boys to Hannibal Mo3 tp see Mark Twain's home, the mpseum, Becky Thatcher's
home, the cave where Tom Sawyer found the money,etec, It was interesting to us too;
and a8 I had been told, there is much to be seen there, and makes a very nice exper-
ience, That night we spent at the Mark Twain Hotel there, Virgihia McDonald's Tea.
Room may mean nothing to any 6f you, I am suré it does not to you,Dads but it does
to Duncan Hines, to any conn (Oh,oh, I have to run for the dictionary now)- to any
connoisseur of good food, and to anyone who has ever eaten there, It is at Gallatin,
Mo,3; and we had to drive 13 miles off the highwaey (36) to have our lumch thete Friday,
Pum® nonsense that was to lance and Charles, They couldn't see any sanse in driving
that far just to eat; but when we entered the establishment even they changed their
minds, It really is a charming plase; and the hostess, Virginia herself, is a cordial,
fun-loving individual who took:=a fancy to the boys, Like most everyone does, she made
the now almost expected remark, "That Jonnie surely is a character", Incidentally, it
was after that that Bus called him that; and he replied "Theat's what everyone calls
me,"But to get back to the Tea Room, the surroundings are delightful, and the food
and service excellent, She has exquisite taste, and her home is lovely, The bedroom
is like ene in a swank Fifth Avenue apartment, with rose satin drapes and quilted
bedspread, priceless objects d'art;.and asfonnie said, "They sure have a pretty bathroom,"
After stopping in Dawson and in Humboldt, we finally arrived home around 8330 Friday
night; and the bed surely felt good, It was a very educational trip and will b e of

~ benefit to the boys in their school worki and we all had a grand time, You can see
perhaps why I didn't have time to write,

Yesterday I was busy all day trying to ge® unpacked, the house straightened up a bit,
and organized ¢ T .
or living again, I am still trying, I was invited out to play bridge as




usual on Saturday night: so I went and had a good time although I didn't bring
a prize home,

Today Carlene and MMother Johnson came from Bennet,and Carl and Dorothy from
Shubert, They met here to go to Dwight to Uncle Albert's funeral, He was Dad John-
sén's brother, We may drive down tomorrow for the funeral, Bus is swamped with
work at the yard end I am swamped here, He is at the off'ice now,

Everything looks beautiful, We have had rain for two nights now, and 1 guess
the farmers would like to have it dry up a little, The corn should have some warm
dry weather, It is cool and pleasanty and I hope will continue so,

Tonight we are going to a wedding, The boys have been invited also; and are
going to the ceremony, We may not insist upon their staying for the reception,

For Dolph's, John's, their dad!s and any other sports enthusiastls attention,
we saw prectically the en‘blre College All Stars squad at St, John's, They came
out of the building where they have rooms just as we were passing by with Capt,
Gignilliat, who asgked to be remembered to Dolph,Jr, . Doak Walker, Tonnemiirer,
Charlie Justice Leon Hart Tom Novek(of Nebraska,K of course ), and the others
walked right pa‘b‘b us while Charles' eyes almost popped out of his head ,

Everyone has come in at once, bath water is rumming, mud is being brought
in and swept out, and I must get some food ready so we can go to the wedding,

You know what a wonderful time we had in Minnesote; but I want to thank
you again for putténg up with us and putting us up for a wonderful vagation,
Now you can have a real rest; gnd I hope that you do, We'll see you before too
long in Lawrence,

Loads of Love,

Ua’uﬂﬁug
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