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Jear Dorothea:

1 enjoyed your good letter of the l)tL, but was sorry
to know that lrs, Johnson had been ulch. 1 o*i “ht her

health will improve and that she will be a comf to you
angd ilax ey and ‘G;;t*‘ LOYS for Hally years LU COLIC ¢

In regard to your sore foot, 1l am a great believer in
the elecmgy of gentle e“erciﬁe, the slow movement of the
foot in difierent directions to stimulate the circulation
of blood.
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shall get rid of &all of the Lmuiy nless you
come L0 8ee O

o

promisgser and tells me {rom day to .;;iay
PoaSTeagrey wae o e ., Jep, me faind oy P &
DI0COL ﬁUd‘*y 101 (.'., DUl as a L-LL |
lave read any proof for a week, Jif“
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them all busy and use more overtime then we should,

Jolph has been invuhiiLhL1“: & new machine which will
recelve the i.’, reports by wire and the 3;@“ LL“LOﬂt which
brings the message to us will operate the which
puts it into type., I understand that several of thes
machines are now in operation in Kansas

Jolph and M returned Saturday from a week lew
York, and a sual the visit was not only proil ....;;,c...ble btzt
delightflll- !

from Blanche written Saturday stating that
be in Lawrence late Ifriday nightes U1 shall be

w indeed to 8ee ner, ideally the thing that 1 miss
greatly is someone to love, 1 tried never to leave the
nouse without a ;uoubye kiss for my wife, and if 1 happened to




Dearest Dad;

In a few momengs I am going to my church group meeting, where I will
have a program on lhanksgiving Dey, I have asked a friend to read a poem on
"The First Thanksciving Day", I shall have a short naper on Tahnksgiving, and
Dolph will sinc two songs, with Charles accompanying him on his coznet as the
hostess does not have a piano, Then Charles will close the program by vlaying
"America the Beatttiful®™ on his cornet, I have to pick them up at school a little
before school is dismiéssed,They both had to dress up a dittle bit this noon
which was more of a trial to Dolph than to Charles as he didn't want to be the
only boy there not in jeans,

Yesterday 4 friend asked me to go to Lincoln with her; so we spent a
pleasant day shopping. I even purchased s few Christmas gifts, but not yours,
T wish that I Imew of something nice that you would like to have o

last night Bus and I went to Beatrice to a Shrine dinner dance at the
Country Club, The dkmmer vas delicious, and we enjoyed a short program befpre
the dancing began, We were not too interested in the dancing; snd Charles wvas
et the skating rink in Beatrice with some little friends; so we left the party
to watch the skaters foya little while before returning home, lance is old enough
now to take care of Dolph for us while we are away; so wWc 2273 MOBSUL wilbileLy
40ile away WLGn DaDY SLuueTS,

L
l1

e dad need o:e LEST Saivurday when we went vo the iovuvweais -ame 1n
Laincoin as tne otiuer waAys Woiluv vl Lo p&lls LioO, We met Janet anu prAC vherejand
after a liviie shoppimg for Janet and me we ajil nad luncheon together then wentv o
tne game and sat 1t out in The bivier YOLU Wiik Tuwau Talew 108 DesT o WK O
Janeuv's n8v 0ii alli aivernoon, We had uinner in .LlﬂCO.}.ﬂ/;ﬂ.tln:‘iu aArove wal:i oo

.;‘,_u_ Ge J..J.-!.L.-l'-"ar . ud. a"L.-Ll J'.L LI H8 TNt LL Emud-l.,f aJ. ueZ'l'lOOI’l. 1 recC :;_ Ve 2. _' 'ﬁ--.I-Ja...-:.
“'_q:.: Te I'I'lODIl.

ihe program is over now, and Tne DPOyS perzi'ormed veyy credlitanly,
0 have the program ifor oul reneral meeving et weexk 8.804 1hHAU one 18

O Lailin Aiericsa,

Harrv haB wricoen o rac as~iing him To come up ana go pheasant humoing
witih some of the men nexv Weck, rieasants are not as ?leHELLu; 8 Lney used Vo
Vw3 Duu UTilc nunioers uo eiijoy louK1ing I0or Tileiigwe Navein'l neara iIom EEE‘_'D; so don't
Know yet whether he can maxe 1T, 1 wish that Bianche could come with nim, but she
is so busy redecoratving, I doubt ir she can gev away,

I am hoping for another warm day tomorrow so that I can get 8some bulbs
planted, We have mede some changes in our yard; and hope to have a prettier one
next spring, I have tulips, hyacinths K jonquils, crocuses etc,that are new buLlbs,
also some dug up iris bulbs to transplant,

Farry is on his way home now; so I must start the sausages and eggs,

The bbys and I had such a nice visit with you in lawrence, I wish we
could have them more often, I hope you will be able To come up to see us beflore

long,

Loads of Love
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MRS. HARRY F. JOHNSON




MRS. HARRY F. JOHNSON
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ding . ave, but
left to zu*wru to his base He 1& ifine boy and we
are all proud of him,




i have hardly seen John since my return to Lawrence,
fie has gone out for football again, which naturally keeps
nim busys.

Give my love to all of the members of your famlily,

Lovingly,
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April 5,1651

Dearest Dad:

Well, the woes of housecleaning are upon me, Last Saturday morning a
painter came to do some woodworks so I suddenly decided to start spring houseclean-
ing right there and then, To date I have almost 5 rooms finished, The weather
has been lovely until today, It began to rgin during the night and is still
at it, I never like to clean in choudy weather but I8l1l finish what I can
today, ;

How have you been since our nice trip to Tulsag I enjoyed it so much,
end I know vou did too, I hope you weren't tired out by it,

Mother Johnson met me at the bus station, and we had luncheon together
and did a few errands before leaving for Wymore, We had a nice drive homse,
and found everyone and everything in fine shape,

Sunday afternoon we drove to Lincoln and met the Dibbles,Carl and
Dorothy,and Jack and Barbara Beck for a nice visit and dinner together at the
Cornhusker, The children went toojso lMother Johnson was hostess to 15 at the
Continental Buffet or Smorcasboord, lLance and Charles had all they could eatj
and I don't believe went back for the permissible second or third helpings,
There is a television set there; so they were good as gold while waiting for
their narents to visit,K ete, Mother Johnson went home with the Dibbles for a
visit before going to Shubert, She may retubn here for lance's recital, the 17th,
then go back to Topeka,

We have decided to carpet the living-romm and dining-room; and I am so
oclad, I know it will meke our house look beautiful, The men were to have come
tomorrow, but because of laying some linoleum in the front hall,they won't be
here until next week, That leaves the house looking pretty bare,as I have taken
up the rugs and cleaned them,

One good thing about this rain is that it is gentle and is watering
carefully the grass seed that we planted yesterday, We have some bare spotis
that are so hard to grow grass in because the pitcher, the batter, and the
catcher stand there, Thers sedm to be no bases however, Our yard looks pretty
nice this spring without much effort on our part, We cleaned it up very good

-

n
last fall. so there aren't many leaves or twigs ete, around to be raked up,

Bus is attending a Vasonic dirner tonight for which I have to furnish
only two heads of lettuce,I am going to a P,T,A.Board dinner for which I am
talzing a jello salad,I guess the boys will eat at home, and I don't know exact-

L

ly what I shall furnidh for their dimmer, I may let them go to the show,

I hope vou got along fine until Irene and Leslie returned, I hated to
leave before they came back but I had responsibilites at home,

loads of love,
4|

/ /
51/:7ﬁl¢{:%;bﬁh_
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Iiinneapolis, Kansas
Jear lags -

“Jem m wle called yesterday to say that he
had a leak that wag leaking 1::1'5.,(,1‘" in on one of

F-"'a

his ::L.zox: az,:o:fa o 1 told him to call R hodes
Roofing as they had taken care of the last main
tenance on that roofe I told him that in such an

emergency 4 t ought that you would want to go

ahead and have it fixed temporarily so that it
would not damage any equipmente

Dusty Rhodes called this morning and s aid
that the lealkt was due to the anchor on one of

- -

avitt's signse “e¢ will send you his bill (which
i:l,{JL‘ld not amount ‘Lo very much) however, you might
want to take recou TULLHBt Gravitte

Give ny regards to Ja




Il . A.MCNALLEY

ATTORNEY AT LAW
MINNEAPOLIS, KANSAS

ASSOCIATE

EVAN CORMAN | May }-l-', 1951-

Mr. Leo L, Eller,
722 Massachusetts Street,

Lawrence, Kansas,

Dear Leo:

I have checked the policies and find the assignment
made by the Hess Agency. I had previously assumed
that it would be made by Eddy, and, consequently,
did not discover this,

Thanking you for calling our attention to the change.,

Yours very truly,

L. A. McNalley.

LAMc:ead
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Mareh 14 1951

Dearest Dad:

| I received your letber todays and am going to answer it right away,
If T don't do it now while I have the typewriter out, I don't know when I

might get one written,

Leaving lawrence for Tulssas on:the 22nd will suit me fine, I shall
take the bus from here on Wednesday the 2lst; and will arrive sometime that
afternoon, Then we can leave the next day, I too am expecting to have a good
time with my relatives,

Harry and I returned yesterday from Omsha, We took the train there on
Sunday afternoon with the Bensons; and returmed yesterday afternoon, We had
intended to drive, but the roads were slick and treacherous; so we changed our
plang, We had a nice trip; and Bus took care of a good d=al of business while
I was shopping, We had a lady staying with the ®oys,

I am anxious to see your book and to have a copy of it to read and to show
to my friends,

Harry and I may work on the church books tonicht, We are quité@m a little
behind with themy but it doesn't make any difference except that it ib a lot
of work to catch up, | 4 |

Dolph is in the bathtub, He is also in the doghouse,as he came home from
school late after being engaged in a snowball fight, Imce is teking his piano
lesson, and Charles is bothering me to help him with a cross-word puzzle, At
least he has come to the right party,

We are having pork chops for dinner, and I must get them onyso I'll
close for this time,

You sent Harry am very pretty tie for his birthday,.He has not had time
to thank yvou for ity but T mentioned it to you in a letter,

Loads Of Love,




Dezxrest Dadjg

Thanks for all of the valentines, Harry especially appreciated
the one to Dauvghter and her husband,

I wrote to Clif Calvin, and told him I would sell the pronerty
for $11,500, Of course, I may not ret and if I don't I may teke it
off the market and wait for a better offer, I hate to have people
bothering Dolph about it | OV and &f I sell it,
that difficulty would be overcome, |

Your sugzestion about accompanying you to Tulsa is annealing; and
perheps I can do that, When would you want to go. and how long would you
expect to be gone? If Mother Johnson can not be here, I think the lady who
stayed with the boys whille we weBdhnf.awrence and Kansas City can pronably
gtay again,

I heve just finished dtying a load of clothes in my new dryer, Bus
had one installed yes$erdey for my valentine, It is going to save me a lot of
work, Things dry so smoothly that many tnings don'!t have to be ironed, Our

L

house surely looks nice now; and things ars 80 convenient, I have practically
everything in the way of appliances to help me with my housewori,

The carpenter is almost finished with his work. .We have a new desk
in the kitchen, a hall cpat rack, more bookecasges in the library, a magazine

E=1

and newspaper rack in the living-room and a Ifew other changes have been made,

Today is Harry's birthday; so we'll have a birthday cake tonight,
We had company for lunch, and are going To the P, T,A., Fun Night tonight
after dinner, You were here for the one last year, 1t was a year ago today
thet vou and I drove up to Wymore together after our unsuccesfyl attempt
two davs earlier, The Lions' Club 1s putting on a short minstrel shows and
of course, Harrv is in it, The boys will get a kick out of 1it,

Last night the Tackelts came over Ifor an evening of bridge and
1ate refresiments, It was a big day for the boys with their valentine
exchanges at school,

Loads of Love,




March 5 1951

Dearest Dad;

I had a nice letter from Blanche tofay saying that she was looking forward
to our visit with pleasure, I am also, I think we will have a nice time together,
I shall come t9 Lawrence on the bus Wednesday, arriving there about 5:50 I believe,
We can drive to Tulsa then on Thursday,the 22nd,

We are all fine here, Charles is at the park playing basketball, Lence is
washing his bicycle, and Dolph is playing with some little friends, I have been
washing today and drying the clothes in my new clothes dryer, It is surely a

big help to me, It saves me so much ironing time as things come out of it so
soft and wrinkle free, I have the last load in it now,
It is a beautiful day. I hope the weather will be like this when we drive
to Tulsa, It makes me feel like g
lawn,, etc,

S
etting out &n the yard to ssdrt working on the

Harry and I are going to go to Omaha some day this week, He has some business
there; and I always like to shop there, It is a busy week as usual with some affair
scheduled for every night,

Carl and Dorothy were here over the week-end, They keft for home about 10
o'clock last night, We enjoyed their visit, although it was short,

Tomorrow night I have to take a cake to Eastern Star, I seldom go to the
meetings, Harry doédsn't belong, and I don't like to go out unless he is going Too,
d

I beked such a cood chocolate cake Seturday that I think I shall beke the same kind
for tomorrow
- 4 €

I haven't written to you since we went to Manhattan to see the Kansas_Kansas
State basketball game, Phog got tickets for us; so we drove down Saturday afternoon,
and spent the night with the Becks at Dwight, We saw Janet and Mack and Dolph,Jr,
and John at the game,The boys surely enjoyed the geme although they were disappoint-
ed that Yansas lost, Kanses has sadly missed Jerry VWaugh,

LandeAs to be in a P,T.A, program at the school Thursdgy night, He is portray-
ing Chief Red Cloud; so we have been busy making en Indian costume for him, His
teacher wants me to come early to help paint the Indians and get everyone into their
costumes, It is to be a skit homoring Brotherhood Week, There was a miX-up in dates;
hence the commemorstion of Brotherhood Week in lMarch instead of April, lence and
Charles have both entered posters in a contest that will be judged that night, and
a prize of $1,00 is awarded to the winner in each gcrade, Lance's nmight win in his
erade, but I doubt if Charles' has a chance, Of course, he did not spend nearly the
time on his that lance did, They are busy every minute, Tonight the girls in the
bend heve to entertein the boys at a pabty, because the boys sold more megazine su b=
scriptions,the conmissions for which go to the band,

I hope you are well, You teke good care of vourself so that we can enjoy
+he visit in Tulsa.l don't know if Bus has thanked you for his birthday tiejbut he
surely does like it. It is such a pretty one, Thank you,

loads of Love, T




Mareh 10, 1951

¥re, H, F, Johnson
ivmore, Nebraska

Uear Lorothea,

It will not be long now until we shall be on our way to Oklahoma,
I understand that Sunday, March 25, will be Easter and I thiunk perhaps
we, should go down Thursday, Yarch 22, How does that appeal to you?
Letters from my granddaughter indicate that they are planning to be
with their parents in Tulea at Easter, at which time, I will get to
see mv egrsal grandsons,
I note that Harryv's birthday was on the fifteenth and 1 amggRite
sure that I did not send him anything. 80 he will have something
coming,

You have a good memorv remembering shat it was just a vear &go
that we made our trip over the ice attempting to go to Wymore., Your
letter indicates that you have an active and interesting l1life, Cilve
mv love to each of the children,

Lovingly,

L
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Mrs, He F., Johnson, February 20, 1951

still living but are not very regular in their attendance,
Mirss whit unurchiﬁl afterwards remarried, Seldom.conos-

Mrse Susie Johnson no longer attends on account of her yearsj
lirs, Lester has her hands full trying to make a living ﬂQLing
a home for several old ladies who are doubtless jJust about

as able to take care of themselves as she is to look after
them, To be rather rough in the expression "isn't it hell

to get old "

During the past year 1 have exchanged letters with lirs,
L. P, Russell whose husband bdptiaed me, and the daughter of
Dre and Virs., Hutchinson who were with us at about the tum -
of the century and who ba "*“‘L.:Dl Blanches ferhaps an occasional
letter from lirs, Koelb, and possibly lrses O, Cs Brown, Brown
and 1 were practically cf the same age, “hu ﬂ'“”crancc
being perh Ub less than a week, He has

-

. v : ~ o - i e & L 5 A : &
of }fC’dI‘..; al 1l an not cuite sure whether or fi‘-'..:*u she
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Dearest Dads

Why don'$ you write me a letter? I haven't heard from you since we were
in Lawrencé, I hope you are feeling fine,

I have just returned from my church group meeting, where I presented
the paper on Mary that I wrote up from the information I took from your
Biblical Encyclopedia, The program was on "Women of the Bible",

When I returned, Lance said that I had received a long distance phone
call from Lawremce, I called the onerator; and it was Clifton Calvin wanting
to know if T would sell my property, I had set a price of $11,000 on it to
the other realtor; so I told Clif that; but added that if vou wduld rather
I would not sell it ,I would not care to do so, Do you think that I could

sell it for any more than $11,000%2 That seemm like a very zood price to me,
Of course, I perhaps man't get that mueh for it, $9,000 seems to be what they
would consider, I am willing to sell it for $11,000 if you do not object, I
told Clif that I would write to you,then let him know my decision, I have sor

T

things I would like to do that I could use the money for,

Tonight is P,T.A., and as I am the vice-president I guess I shall have
to g0 I had to o the last time because Dolph was on the program; and next
month Lance will perform, We are preparing an Indian costume for him to wear,

We were hoping to see the Kansas-Kansas State basketball game at Manhattang
but T cuess we can't get any tickets, Harry wrote to Yanhattan some time agoj
and was informed that they were sold out, Then I wrote to Phog,thinking he might
have some availables but he didn't either, Charles is surely disappointed, He
did so want to see some of the Kansas State seniors play, some thatl he has
heard so much about, You know he listens to every Basketball or football game

that he can dial to on the radio,

I received a letter from Aunt Grayce the other day, a2 short one,

Carpenters are making a mess in the library, We are having our bookcase
enlarged, adding four shelves to the top, and puttdng more doors at the bottom,
We have more books thahh bookshelves, thus the remodeling, There is a desk to
be built in the kitchen and a few little repair jobs to be teken care of'y and
the carpenters will be finished, Then I need a plumber, an electrician, and a
painter, I'd love to carpet our living-room and dining-room; but wool is 8o
expensive now I guess I'd better wait, We &till need the front porch repaired
end the upstairs bathroom enlarged, Perhaps we should have built a new house,

T
r

I am going to be ready for a board meeting at 7:00, I'd better start
b= -t
icht away,

dinner

Loads of lLove,

MW{%M&,




February 12, 1951
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“WMorce, lebraska

Dear Jorothea:

A8 you probat ly know Carl Drake who bought the Xaloney
property and 1 have been rather Jorklnﬂ together in advising
the other of what uﬁ x“*uthur*zdi;ms rd t0o Lhe property,
80 upon receipt of your letter this : '3-1.11*10 1 called him
up and we sat side by side at Rotary dinner. i showed him
your letter and he said if you could get $11,000 “ﬁr that
property he would advise you to sell, Personally .,*f.:.,:ul 1...1't
be swrprised 1if you could boost that price to |
still get 4t Land of that sort available for home ulﬁdlng
L8 almost non-existent, and this property®righ town
and adjacent s &lj.munLCi*ul udvunuh £eSd ven ;“l,ﬂﬂﬂ
i8 not a bad price but 1 s sel - that if you price

it at 512,500 you would g« sither now or ﬁhortly afterwards,

Ifou have five &eres with absolutely no waste land, and
if Tennessec Street ‘Hould be opened uq to the south as it
doubtless will be in the ear future you will have an
opening on both Vermont qui lennessece, The one possible
obstacle .to development now is the ngaruSa town hall

property at the west end of the five acres north of yOUse
However, % here miwh be reoom enough, ﬁDUbtleua is8, by taking
a 11‘61:10 off of Drake and a 1little of { of your property to
extend Tennessee Street to the south which would open this
property ifor homes, |

As 1 look back on my purchzses of property my only
regret is that 1 did not buj still more, because 1 have never
taken a loss on any piece of property that 1 have owned in
Lawrences This does not mean that I have gouged anybody
but it simﬁly means that I have had “oo&.judgmcnt in making
gurchﬂihﬁ al th 't property has been worth the money. As
| recun51der these property purchases I realigze that some
of the property i have had could have been held for a time
and sold for a still greater increase, but instead of holding

a few pleces of property and holding ontc them I have bought
and sold,




lirs, il¢ Fy Johnson, iebmary 1245 1951

it already seems like a long while since 1 have seen
yous, 41 hear gecod news from the other branches of the family,
sven little Owen, Owen and Marie Ucloney' baby,; is beginning
to talk and is growing in interest every day., I want you
to remember that you have the freedom of reopening the cabin
at the luhe again this year if you care to do so., Your letter
of the 8th asked why I didn't write a letter, and I am sure
you must have received one not far from that date. Darbara
Hart, my little stenographer is methodical in keeping dates
S0 thu we have the proof,

ifter reading The Yankee Exodus, a cory of which I
w A A A At .
gave to Jean Dibb le, T‘um airald that she may not have found
it very interesting, 1 have but a few more pages to read
and it 18 largely like reading the personals of an old
newspaper telling that John Jones had moved out west, It
seems to me that it could have been made much more interesting,

-
i

e T R .. , N adies b Y . B T A .
although {rom a factual standpoint it is doubtless correct,

We have been as busy as | SJ.Qu and the way it looks
now my genealogy may be out :...__f he tum of the c:e“.wfy.
4t 18 not a very haj wy'ﬁ;ouscct uut it's hard work to tum

down.orders for JLL pranting {rom 1ﬁ;hlh: customers in order
to get the genealog rfiLLﬁﬁ. rchutlvauln; of oSunflower
18 bringing us in a lot of wor as we hmJ that work when
it was in operation before and { irable we can not

ﬂ@gle ct -Lt o

Why don't you oame
with me dowm to sece slar
cther children, lcc.u,
be with Blanche a;.:;::.x_l rYat .:..of*
an opportunity to see them
take care of us L:.‘::. the home
to take care of the hotel bill

Love to each and every one of you,

Lovingly,
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January 15, 1951

Dearest Dadj e

I expect yéu will be surprised to hear from me, It has been so long since I
Have written, There were so meny things to be done when I returned from Lawrence,
I have pretty well caught tp with them now, although I am never completely caught
up with things that have to be done, =r' N

Day before yesterday my church group met here; and I was pretty tired yes-
terday; so I haven't done much but rest and soak my right foot which has been
bothering me some, A friend of mine seems to think it is my metatarsal arch, I
don't know what caused it; and it isn't serious but it does hurt when I put my
weight dowm on it,

Carrie has been sicks; end has net been at the lumber yard since a week
ago Thursday morning; so Bus has been very busy, He says he realizes now how
much there is to do when one of the personnel is away, Of course, he is doing the
book work as well as all of his regular duties,

Mother Johnson has been sick also, She had an asthma attack which then
developed into virus pneumonia; end she was in the hospital for several days,
Dorothy Johnson is with her now in Topeka,

I wish you could have been here Thursday night to see and hear Dolph
perform at P,T,A, He and a little girl in his room were asked to sing a duet
®"School Days"s; and they did it so well, and were just darling, I suppose they
will be in demand now for programs,

I had a letter from lMarie which said that you didn't feel so well when
they returned fropfilew York, but that you were feeling betler now, I guess that
was after the attack you told me about thatm you had on the morning after we
left, I hope you are fine now,

We enjoyed your visit so much, It was crand to have you here, I wish
vou would come more often, We are still enjoying the candy although it is
mostly gone now,

I talked over the vhone this morning to the lady who has the lovely
antique chairss; and I told her that I would take them, She has some 6ther
things in her home town that she is going to bring here for me to see,

lence was so tickled to recieve the information fwom you; and he had
hig family tree complete on his mother's side; and pretty well completed on the
other side. Mother Johnson didn't know the birthdates and marriage dates of
the Johnson grandparents, Lance also gave a tallk on some of his ancestors

at school. He seems to be very much interested in them We will allbe so glad
when your book is published,

I don't lmow how much of your own life you have included in the book;
but I would like to have you write a book about your own experiences both in western
¥anses and &fi lLawrence, You have told me so meny interesting stories, but I
can't remember them to tell to the boys,
Much love,

d,om"%m_




