PHONE CHURCHILL 9-3845

WALTER W. GREGG

1901 PARKDALE PLACE

April 8, 1951. MONTROSE, CALIFORNIA

Dear blesséd Collie:

Your letter received, also the paper, Many thanks
for the 1ist of ®ilpping bureaus. It is much appreciated.

As for Dolph's picture- I havnt seen him since he was s slim
boy in '27, when we came thru there. I would never have known him. If
ne resembles you, it doesnt show in THIS picture. I woujd 1like a photo
of him and one of 3Blanche. But especcially one of YOU. I remember how
handsomeé you were when I saw you last. Is your hair white now? Mine
1s, and with all due modesty, I can say that I never had so nany come-
pliments in my life, as I have had in my o0ld age. That sounds funny to
me, for I never think of myself as 'old'. I guessI dont know HOW to bes

Well, anyway, I want to say I certainly should 1like to have a
copy of the geneajlogy you compiled, and be sure & tell me what it costg
I would be very proud of it., Of course, I have the two volumes of our
remote beginnings, as, no doubt, YOU have, Mr. Ridlon, #he genealogist
sald 1t was only b¥ accident, he found out about us at all, or we'd
not have been put 1n the tail end of the book, as it were. He didnt
say who was responsible for that, but I think he knew. For I had x&¥&
several letters from him, very nice letters, but I never asked him who
it was that had tried to leave us out of the book.

Did you ever have any copliles of the patriotic songs Norma wrote
about 10 years ago? If you Hadnt them, I will send you them, for they
are very timely right now., and were received with high acclaim every
place they were sung or played. And Capt. Talbot, who was the head of
the Marine Band at San Diego thought so highly of one of them, that he
had a band arramgement of it made(we had the orchestration & the plano
arrangement) and he had it played by the Marines and they marched xx
Lo 1t while 1t was played SEVEN times on theparade groundgithere, and
Norma was the guest of honor(at San Diego) One magazine sent it to all
their subscribers, and called it the "most stirring patriotic song 1in
America. Which it was, for we heard them all, and Walter sang it at all
the patriotic meetings here, And it was made the THEME song of the L A
public sahools by the head of the music department, without any solic-
ltation on our part at all. She picked it out at the store of the dis-
tributors(ﬂors@Preeman) who 1s now dead, (I dont think that's why he &k
died) It got so much public 1ty that we had orders from it from FAIR-
BANKS, Alaska, thru the magazines, Vaybe I m telling vou something you
have heard before. Maybe I'm telling you something you knew before, bull
1 will probably never see you again, and I kant you to know you have a
very warm spot in MY heart, And so has Grayce. Poor Grayce. [hey must
nave had an awful winter up there,

The head of circulation on the Bamminer ahked Walter, thru our
Examiner dealer, if he'd sing one of Norma 's patriotic songs over TV;
(He has a very fine baritone voice) but we havnt decided yet whether
to do 1t or not, for reasons I will not go into, just now.

Be sure and tell me what your genealogy costs, so I can send
you & check,.

Have you any plctures of me, when I was on the stage? I dont m=

want'to leave them to anybody but my near and dear onen;ﬁH“Cross t he
Bar., ' \

Lovingly your cousin,

Ps, ()ver) Wﬂ—-




