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P. 5. I know this is full of errore but I havnt time to correct them

PHONE CHURCHILL 9-3845

WALTER W. GREGG

Mars <215 D
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never will see each other again) but I think of you often, and treasu
all your letters}

I used to be a good corresoonden*but it seems now as 1f I hadnt
ambition enousgh to do all the things I ouzght to do, and that especially
applies ©oO wwitinq letters, Norma reproacnes me oftﬂn for not writlng
oftener, It'd funny how people always llike O cet letters but never

i

seem to remember that. they have to be answered,
vou are more for tunate than I, for you have your chlldren ZXRK

around vou to visit with, whigde my only one (and such a wonderfuy giril)
ia so far awav. It is too bad. Her other husband was a Rhodes Schojar,

a eraduate of Oxford, and an army officer, but he didnt ynow how to Dbe

a cood husband. Not that he was a brute ir a villailn, Dut he was used
to one kind of 1ife, andshe, to have stayed where HE was, would have §
had to give up all of her writlnﬂ and stace experienc, as while he

went into Georgetown University in Ky., as professor of English, sll1 of
HER 1ife was in the field of music & the atage.In the short time they
1ived together, she had to stage TWO productlions that *ooxkﬂr h2r away
from Georgetown., I remember that there were two factions in the hotel
where we 1lived who took sides as to whether she should marry Capt. Bar-
nett, or Lt. Mililedge 3ullard, who were both stationed at Ft. Benjamiln
Harrison (near Indianapolis) They were both just out of the army, and
both wanted her. Eben in the hotel from the manager down, they took
sides. But she .took AllenBarnet, and was married in the most beautiful
home in Indiana, and went to Chicago on their honeymoon, 1n a lovely

car that Walter pave them for a wedding present. 321ng a popular writej
& composer, as well as a producer, pecple camé& Irom Indpls. out to Mun-
cie .for ERXXR an interview with her from the Indianapolis Star, & the
Indianapolis Daily News. She went to Chicagzo ama I told you, & while

she was there, she took Allen over to meet Julla. And to show you what
an impossible person he was, during a discussion of the Civil war(he
-was a Boutherner, of course,born 1n Haﬂlbyville, Ky) he had the bad
taste to commit the faux pas of saying "Of course I wasnt born then, ®
but I would have been on the @onfederate side if I had been there" Enig,
Julia gave him THIS, in reply, which I tnink was pﬂrfect (You know
Julia) She said, well, COUSIN ALLEN, you know the 'war' is over, and

we are ALL just GOOD Americans, now, arnt we?" #%#% Walter tried to get
him a2 position as rﬂnresentative for the General Motors Co., as he Spo K 2.
English & French. It would have been a wonderful future for him, but
Walter'$ friend, who was the blq mogul of the company, saild, after 1ln-
terviewing him, "He wouldnt do, alter he isnt a good enouwh m1x¢r”

In other words, he was too stiff and uﬂbenﬂing. S0 that was that.,

Norma never COﬂDlalnPd but .a friend of hers who was visiting her ifrow
New York, pavinq been very close to us in the show business, & a produt—
er herself) came .to Muncie to see me where XXWARX wWe were liVan a8
Walter was in the oil business there, bu$ing and drilling oil wells)

As she & Norma came in I looked at Norma & noticed she was very sad &
long faced. I asked Ann, her friend, what was ine matter, and she aald
"O, mother, she cant live with that man: he 1s impossible.” And at Thaf'
poor Norma laid her head on the table and cried. She had never complail

& I know now, .it was because she knew I was 111 with Bronchlal Asthma,
(and thereby hangs another tale) I wasnt in bed, bhbugh, and when the
shole story came out, where she ildnt even have heat in her bathroom,
had cauzht cold from 1it, 1 salaqd, "You.cant live with a man like that,

when you have been shiﬂlied & onotﬂcted all your life", So, Walter & I
went down there with her (Ann went back to N. Y.)and t0ld Allen we had
comé to take Norma away. 'They 4didnt even havd a home of thelr own; onEA ) G




cheap furnished apartment) Well, Allen saw that it wouldnt do, too, soO
we took her back with us, and all the people who mrawxgxr thought 1t was

a mistake said, "I told vOu so"., Well, we had a very dear friend, a
Judge of the Superior Court in Muntle, & he salad he 'd get the divorce
for mental cruelty, behind closed doors., And he DID. But some sneak of
a revorter, got hold of it, & it was spread out over the fromt page of
the George town paper(or papers, I foorget whitth) saying that the popue
lar young composer and singer, Norma Gregg, had gotten a divorce from
Capt. Allen Barnet, for Mental @ruelty. They had brokenh their word, &
of course, it was very embarrassing for Allen, I am sure, and he didnt
know that Norma had tried to protect him from that publicity, and we |
were very sorry for that, & have never found out who did that dirty de#i&
A1l Norma wanted was to get free of him. That kind of publicity didnt
do HER any more good than it did him, 1 am sure.lhings wernt llke they
are now, where every female of any prominence who 1s expectling a baby
seems to want to advertiise it to the world. kverythling has iéggﬂaﬂrateiw
since the unspeakable FDR went into office, carryling all the crooks &
scun of Europe in here(indiscriminate immigration)

3ut back to Norma. She has now the finest man I have ever known
(outside of my own blessed husband)and the only sorrow I have 1is that
she is so far away, with 2500 miles of ocean between us. It 1s tough X
for me, as you can well 1lmagine.,

Here's some more ‘ancient history'. You will note that I said I
had hronchial asthma in the first part of the letter. And now I'11 tell
you why and how. For in all the years of my life, almost, I have NiVe
ER ‘had anything the matter with me that a doctor could cure,**% 1 goi
that bronchial asthma from doing war work in the FIRST World War, when
there was no US@., When that war broke out, we had just playlng the Ke Htie
Theatre in Indianapolis. where Walter's father and brother were running
the bicgest cleaning plant, this side of Philadelphia. They belonged t D
the Mellon Institute, and Dad(W'd father had gone to get a permit for
cleanine and dvineg(as the biz. had been called a non-essentlal industry;
It covers :an acre of ground, and has done business even in the Virgiln
Islands, *%#BTg return to our muttons'" =- We stopped richt there., I wr
wrote TWO SONGS, & Norma wrote ONE, We published them, Walter had a biqQ
covered car built(like a bus) we boucht a $675 Operaola, a|prlayer piang,
took 1,000 1bs of music, hired two boys, and toured the state of Indi-~/
ana, and gave the boys $3,250 worth of songs, got books for the sold-
iers, and ~ave all that to the boys in a little less than three month,
& -only stopped when the flu epidemic stopped us. We have plctures of
our car on the cor, of Pennsylvania & Washington, the most prominent
cor., in Indianapolis, where Welter sold $39,000 worth of Liberty Bonds.
Nell, anyway myv two songs,”dood Bye, My Soldier BDy”, and Every lMothe
er's Son, -and Norma's song, Dont let Your Foot Slip, Hiram," sold for
only 10¢ then, whereas, now kk&x such songs sell for 35 and 40 or 50¢
now. So vou see we did a2 REAL work, and PAID ALL OUR OWN EXPENSES5. Now
-a days, they think they are doing something when they go out & get
paid for doing that kind of work., We did such a good job that when we
zot to the Indiana State Fair, Col. Benj. Harrison GAVE us the use of
the 45th Regwlar Armv Band, for the week at the Fair, & we gave ihe onﬁ,
5600 for their use, & they had a cood time, besides. When they glve a
ciwilian the use of a/Regular-Army=2Band for a week, that 's something.

I played the pilano, Walter with his beautiful baritone volcep sang the
songﬁ.(Norﬁa was playing on the stage most of the time, tho she dla
the "Hiram-  song Once in a while, when she could, she'd join us. My
back was to the sun every afternoon, & I'd get hot & perspiring, & at
night, when we 'd have mnother sessjon, I get very cold. And that 's how
I got the bronchial asthma, & that s what took us out here., And thereby
hangs another tale I'11 tell vou so6metime if you can stand another ones
The last happened in California, when I wrote a poem, & was divinely
lead to something else . Well, dont say I never wrote you a letter,
If you can stand it,.I'l1l tell you the other story later,

With much love, Your Cousin, Q(LM@/
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Collie, whai I want to know is: Do vou know

Bureau? For I want to see if I can dispose o
a lot of important clippings that are up to
date, & that I can gupply to small papers th
can use them. I have a STACK ot such things
I take TWO Metroploitan dailies 311 the time
& being a good American , I'd 1ike to DO som
thing with them. I concentrate on political
articles but 1f there are any other articles

ARE such Bureaus, bu I dont know where to f
them do you? I'd appreciate it very much if
you do, or CAN tell me how to get to them.,

dincere%yj

of any way I can get in touch with a Glipping

wanted, I can deliver them, too. I know ther?

nd
X




Mrs, Walter Gregg,

1901 Parkdale Place,

Jpn;. rosejalalifornia

s ~ VIA AIR MAIL

C. Slmons,
Lawrence Dally Journal World.

Lawrence.
Kansas.




