Page Five

ocean, and on the South the Blaeck and Caspian seas, and the @¢AYé
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Cauneasus mountainsg, This vast bod of land does not have an elevation
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higher than nine hundred feet, ‘at the'Vﬂldni'P11lq ”hl N is the ource
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of many rivers, until the small range which bisects the Crlﬂe%{ the

southern part of which, is the Florlia of Russia,
The Caspian Sea lies below sea level, and is /borféred on the north
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by a considerable desert, Ftom the east to west there is a wedge

of heavy black earth, called the Stevpes, ¥éédd/which FAdhd produces

a rank growth of grass, and which forms the greater part of the ¥
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tillable land of the country, To the north the soil is poorer, but
¥/ but it has produced = yME=sEREILEEATIILIL -
great forests, In the earlier period of the country the rivers

were the roads and the inhabltante lived largly in the forests for

creater protection,
The Mongol 1nvasions of FEurope came over the black earth portion

where horses and flocks could find provender, and thus provide sustenance

for Huns, Tartars, eand many other invaders, Foroed to live half

hidden in the forests, where the fertility of the soll soon failed,

the peowte liveds 1in huts, which could bhe abandoned and replaced

in =& more promising spots-s

Wwho were these people and from whence did thevy come? Thev werse
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Slavs, but seem to have been ingigenous,¥¢/¥}¢ . Bernard Pares,

professor of Rusgian Hi ﬁucrf “Lrut at, *hP‘Uﬂ1v0£:itw cf I Wﬁvnoo
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and’ later at-Hthe-University of Londontfln a sketehed map indiecate

L
that originally the ﬂlﬂvﬁs were as far east as the big bend of the

Bnieper, southeast to the Carpathians, es far west as the headwaters

of the Oder and Vistula rivers, and north to the Privet marshe
point

From this EAd IS /eéAhi$L L/ Ped¥-they have spread to many parts

of southern Farope and have aided in mixine their blood in sSueb-

places as theirs has been mixed thru the years by scores of invasions,
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