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Ninety years ago the pioneers came
to Kansas.

New Engl and’.1ed the crusade, but
crusaders came from many northern states.
Some were seeking new homes and hoping to
better thelr condition, but the majority
were impelled to come because of their
hatred of human slavery.

These pioneers had a real, but a rough
and undefined belief in God, and with his
help they won out. All else was against
them, there were no paved highways, no
rallways west of St. Louis; and access to
the state was thru enemy territory. But
these crusaders won over all difficulties
and thru triel and tribulation made Kansas
a Free State,

We are here today, to honor these
heroic men and women and to keep alive in

the minds of the young, that eat causes
are worth fighting for, and f%af they must
ever be aler% to %e?ené

the freedom won by

thelir forebears.

I have just seen the movie "Dragon
Seed" by Pearl Buck, who is an suthority
on China, the Chinese and their mode of
thought and action.

As I saw upon the screen the savage
Japs invading China, destroying or taking
possession of her property; as I saw them
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seizing everything of value, burning homes
and murdering citizens, my mind took me
back ninety years to those early days in
Kansas, that we so well remember, and that

we wish to stamp eternally on the minds and
character of the youth of our land.

There has been a pronounced@ tendency
1n the past twenty years to glorify and to
popularize "The Lost Cause" of the South.

"Revellle 1n Washington" is the title
of a recent book, in which the author spent
so much time in discussing the sins of the
soldlers, and the mistakes of officers,
that she could not include one solitary,

decent or complimentary word for Abraham
Lincoln. It is right to forgive, noble to

forget, but 1t is dastardly to distort
history.

This brings me to a brief discussion
of why the army of the United States at
that time was so uniformly friendly to the
proslavery interests, and so hard and un-
sympathetlic towards the anti-slavery elements.

This condition was due to the in-
fluences of slavery on American life during
the two hundred years previous to the Civil
War. In the northern and northeastern
states, labor was considered to be honorable.
Northern men were brought up to work, to
clear forests, to break up prairies, to
handle saw and hammer and to follow the
plow and harrow. In the South such employ-
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ment was the work of slaves.

Southern men freed from the necessity
of manual labor, sought activity in social
and political life, the professions, and
greatest of all was the lure of the army.
While northerners were establishing them-
selves 1in constructive work, the Southern
man entered West Point. Furthermore the
Mexican War, which had not long preceded
the Civil War, had attracted the service of
Southerners, who were bringing into the
Union additional slave territory, so that at
the opening of the Civil War, by far the
larger part of the toebweoe military men of
the country were from the South.

When war was declared a large majority
of these trained officers forgot their
lovalty, forgot their oath of allegiance to
the United States, and joined the confederacy

Robert E. Lee, a member of a distin-
guished family, was trained at West Point.
He had been made a member of General Winfield
Scott's staff, during the Mexican War, was
a Colonel of Cavalry, and had served as
Superintendent at West Point, yet when
Abraham Lincoln offered him the command of
the Army of the United States, he refused,
and accepted the command of the Rebel forces.

So the North had to try first one in-
experienced leader after another, and it

was not until General Grant assumed command
that the Union Army had competent leadership.
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In considering the war between the
states, let no one forget that the South
began the war with its attack on Fort
Sumter. And this attack was made when the
United States had assembled no troops, had
made no call for volunteers, had attacked
no Southern locality, had freed no slaves,
and was doing everything humanly possible
L0 secure peace and to preserve the Union
of the States.

Teachers of history owe it to their
country to teach these facts truthfully
and to make every American citizen aware
of the greatness of his country, due to
the success of loyal arms.

So we are here today to pay tribute
to the men and women of the fifties, who
came toO KansSas ninety years ago, and left
thelr mark on the history of the world.
They suffered much, but their victory was
worth the cost. We glory in their
achievement and we honor their memory.
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The whole world is at war battling

against the hosts of evil. Nations which
know not God have evoked all the powers
of decelt, theft, mass murders, and
destruction, in the vain hope of master-
ing the world.

Cowardly at heart, they believed that
the whole world would cower and cringe
before them.

In order to 1ndulge their perverted
impulses, they slaughtered thousands of
defenseless victims--women, children, the
aged and helpless.

But)aﬂ in the beginning, the Spirit
of God brooded over the face of The earth}
in His name men and women arose to do His
will, to preserve freedom of worship, of

thought and of actlion.
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Brave souls were these and great
should be their reward on earth and in
heaven, but among all who have arisen to

do their part, none have been more unself-

1sh and useful than that brave group of

women Of whom you are a part--the Nurse's
Aldeji

One of the great stories, or parables,
told by Christ, was that of the Good
Samariltan.

You all remember the story. The man
beaten and robbed, was not a friend of the
Samaritan. So far as is known, he was
neither a man of prominence socially or in
business.

To the Samaritan he was simply a man
1n need. Although the gulf of religious

intolerance yawned between them, the
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Samaritan went to his alid and because he
did, he was glorified by Christ, and has
lived thru the centuries as an example for
us.

It seems to me that this story 1is
particularly applicable to you as Nurse's
Aldes.

You are busy women. Some of you have
sons in the servlice, you have your home
duties, the care of your families, and it
has been almost impossible for you ToO
secure proper help, yet you take your
time to bind up the wounds of suffering

humanity. You have given service fre-

quently to those, who because of physical

or mental condition, are fretful and seem-

ingly unappreciative.
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You have been angels of mercy to
Lawrence, and you have been life savers
for Lawrence Memorial and other hospitals.

Without you and others who have
elevated womankind by your sacrificial
services, hospitals would have been forced
to close and many persons might have died
for want of proper care, because the
limited number of physicians out of the
armed forces, could not possibly have
given adequate attention to persons sick
in their homes, and private nurses would
have been extremely difficult to secure.

You are dolng a wonderful work, and
I want you to know that the members of

the Hospital Board are aware of your good

4

werk and are deeply appreciative.
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If there is anything we can do, that
we have not done, in the matter of co-
operation, we wan

We are working together,

and patriots, to support the health

morale of the community, and to aid
our utmost our men and women in the armed
forces that victory may be complete and

SOOI,
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