2 REDUCTION OF NONESSENTIAL FEDERAL EXPENDITURES

although 1t 1s indicated that the number sent to corporations and
individuals will run into the millions. The Office of Price Administra-
tinn 1'1:1* example, has issued and requested statistical data on

) report forms, exclusive of rationing forms and instructions.
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[t would, of course, be a monumental task to analyze each of these
carefully as to form and content, and this the committee could not
accomplish without a long and {*xlmuatn e mnvestigation, but the com-
mittee, after a careful survey, reports-

That there has been no attempt at uniformity of these

numerous reports.

2. The purpose and use of many forms are not clear.
3. ldentical information has been requested by several agencies.

4. The Budget Bureau’s attempt at uniformity, wnpthV
and conciseness has often been circumvented lw the use of
so-called “administrative forms,” which requested statistical
data at great length.

5. Many of the questions are couched in language too technical
for the small businessman.

The forms were not constructed with a view toward saving |

the businessman or the Government time and money and, in
many Instances, have been prepared without regard to the
accounting practices of the particular industry.

Where the purpose of the form 1s clear many superfluous
qln stions have been added.

The investigation of the committee indicated that many of
t]u-g_{, reports serve no useful purpose; that a great many are. filed
away i.n, trrnvrnmum“]“'lﬂuu1L= : mqu the 111[:1111111111111 contained
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The committe e, of course, appreciates that some reports are neces-
sary, but the vast number of reports requested, and the complexity
and details of the questionnaires have, in the judegment of the com-
mittee, constituted a serious obstacle to the full utilization of the
resources of the country for the war eflort. Many business enter-
prises have been compelled to divert trained personnel from essential
and 1mportant war work in order to prepare reports, many of which
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thereafter serve no useful purpose. \\ ar [nmhnlmumﬂ? moi e
important than reports.

It is 1impossible to estimate the cost of preparing, analyzing, and
tabulating these reports on the part of tlw GGovernment, but this
cost is necessarily high. The nearest approximate estimate that can
e used is that of Mr. Joseph I. Lubin, former chairman of the War
Production Board Committee for Review of Date Hl't{llf*ﬁlﬂ Krom
Industrv. who stated that the War Production Board had eliminated
20 percent of the existing forms and reports and, according to Mr.
[Lubin, has thereby released the equivalent of 15,000 men working
every |i.n which means a saving of 30,000,000 man-hours a year now
{HHHII[H:'(} n compiling such reports.

lln War Production Board issued 7 'IHHH ionnaires; therefore,
the elimination of approximately 140 ocecasioned this saving in man-
power, ulm h, if applied to the entire number n' more than 7,000, in
similar ratio, the saving of manpower and cost would reach very

oreal [;i‘u]}n!'HHII*-% y ot o .

Mr. Lubin stated that he hoped to reach an elimimation of at least
40 percent of these re I,H[l*- The committee are iclined to llnfu:'nllinifm
that 60 to 75 percent of the reports now required can be eliminated
without in any way impairing the necessary records of the Govern-

Iment,




