REDUCTION OF NONESSENTIAL FEDERAL EXPENDITURES

On the part of private business the cost of preparing these reports

has been {‘llEll'-a'-.”]i 11) "(I"r-fli‘.':il"i";ilil to the benefits t]t‘.“i‘».'l'{l hv [h“ (:overn-
ment, anda tae 1.‘{.‘-=i1 0l prepuaiiig them has i.]HiH?‘*I‘ll Tlfl:! n]r-r'ul][;”_-mi
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An mmvestication ol the more than . 000 liilt*Hli1:'*i'&::ii'c'='~ LI DI'CSSES
the committee with the importance of protecting the businessmen of

the country in the emergency now existing from a continuation of the
necessity ol diverting thousands of traimmed men from vital war activity
LO Hw'll-;-ﬂ paper '\HH!'I&. |

The committee is driven to the irresistible conclusion that much of
this “paper work’ involves an intolerable waste of time and resources
1101 H!:I"‘-.' lor 1111' vietims ol [.!ii'%i' ’II*'HHI"H& ii]'f]l:l“'*”.l!”]."t Hlt .‘1]‘4{1 [.“[' l]ltt
Government itself. The committee also could not escape the con-
clusion that one ot the chief sources of H]I"LI']I]HIIH‘I”"‘.-‘ irritation, and
resentment in connection with rationing and price controls i1s the
nature and extent of the needless _r-um['rlch‘{”i'f-;ml‘ir-;” too often I't'{]llil't"l[
by the Government. While fully recognizing that tbe war effort
unavoidably requires a substantial increase in the “paper work”
which our unax oidable war controls entail, the committee believes that
this necessity should be serviced with a minimum of ““red tape’” and a
maximum of ailru}v!jwil}'; and 1t condemns the excessive, :-IHII}', and
often unintelligible quiz-mania which has been too often exemplified
in some of these bureauecratic zeals.

The committee commends the action of the Bureau of the Budget 1n
:H‘i:w*jllinf_" all-over control of tllln-ré111'l1r}:1il'-*&4 and reports with a view to
reducing this burden.

The committee commends the action of the Treasury Department
and the War Production Board in voluntarily abandoning some of the
“paper work’’ and commends this excellent example to other branches
of the Government.

The committee is hopeful that its clear exposure of this hazard—a
menace which frequently actually threatens the war effort Ltself
throueh a needless diversion of time and effort—will contribute to
curbing substantially these excesses, and that the supervision of the
Bureau of the Budeet will substantially reduce this “paper output.”™

RECOMMENDATIONS

The committee recommends that the Budget Bureau, under the
power it now has, or with additional power granted by Congress,
.“‘]H'”lli qu'-If'l! |H‘ [ecessary, l"t_i‘j'{'.l'h!' I|1[| ;1.51{| n‘*n[].tjal{”_{* {'un[r.;} over 1]“\
various agencies of the Government that are issuing questionnaires
and reports 1101 Hl'.}?--nl'leih‘n.' essential to the |1|'1}~;:~!'111i¢>[1 of the walrl,
l|l:!| lil{' HH:E‘_"PI ‘}:Hi'r':rlj wr'llil-:n'ur' [1111 HHI}' L) 'ﬂi]!]]}llll'_‘\' i}Ht 1L.O i‘“llli—
nate most of these 7,025 reports now iu-i“-'__[‘ ;'wali[‘{‘t] l_:}' the (vovern-
ment, and to coordinate the remainder; that, wherever possible, one
annual, semiannual, or quarterly report be sent to the Budget Bureau

——

as a cenfral agency. contamine the information required by the various

acgencies: that such reports be filed with the Budget Bureau and be
accessible to the HEE;M' i['_:_-l'HI'-iI"H Ol oovernment that HE‘{'ll the illi.{}['lll:i—
tion: that the entire ||I11.-~.i'u~,r| of these unnecessary reports 1S of such
paramount importance that it be reviewed and simplified by further
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planning and coordination on the part of all Government agencles
ander the central control of the Budget Bureau; that the question-

naire mania be curbed by persuasion, if possible, and, 1l not, by strong
congressional action. T e |
—The committee Turther recommends that the appropriation bills
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limit definitely the amount available to each agency ol the GGovern-
ment issuine forms and questionnaires; that full mformation as to

the number of 'CPOrLS 1ssued, their character and PUIrpose, be made a

part of the records of the respective appropriations committees, so
that such information will be readily available as to the number printed
and distributed, and the cost thereof.

v exercising such ecareful supervision ol that part of the appropria-
“HII‘H‘\':I;Il:lhli' for the {H‘l*[‘ﬁ;l!':iliHH. ;ltl:ll}‘r-fi%* and cost of IH"IHHHQ and
distributing the reports, the Congress can retain in a very effective
measure control over this questionnaire problem in the event proper
{*nn}lt't':lliuﬂ of the Various :I:,:l'[li'if.‘:-% :lll‘t‘t'i{‘li 1-~ 101 ill}l‘ih{‘t"[H‘IIl_‘_ﬂ,

ADDENDA TO THE REPORT
ANALYSIS OF PESTIMONY AND INFORMATION RECEIVED BY THE COMMITTEL

A survev of 89 companies in 10 war mdustries revealed that 84 of
these units mun];ll-lml 3479 Government reports In the second
quarter of 1942, This is an average of 164 reports per company per
vear. Industries with the heaviest war production carry the 'm-:n'n.n;t
burden of reports. To complete the forms, the 89 companies require
a total of 495480 man-hours a year. Of this total, 13 percent 1s for
lmlll‘l‘['lil‘}'iili_i' and 87 [H‘I'{'l‘]]l- for I'l-i'l_ll‘l‘ill},ij I‘r[m!‘i:-:: _r_lilu_ lll:i_r'llml*t'}’
group ol ]H:tHllf;l{'llll‘t‘i'ﬂ believes that 43 [}1*!'1'1*[11 ol these I't'[}nl‘tr-l are
UNNECeSSary. _ |

To—the Worthington Machinery & Pump Cur.puJL‘uL_lun_,_.‘ﬁ'l}H‘l!
employs 4,000 people, 6 deparfments must perforce devote full time
to the |H'¢*[}:H':1linll of 545 reports of 66 dillerent types; 1 addition,
there are 478 reports to 80 State, county, and city governments,
Reports vary from 1 to 20 pages 1n lt*li;‘!ll. and 11 he number of questlons
caries from 10 to 100. The cost of the Federal reports for this
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corporation_alone 1s approximately $90.,000 a vear.

“Nanulacturers declare that [Federal red tape 1!+¢~|;1}'&: ;n'mlli_t'lmn and
lencthens the war. Priorities and allocations H_n'n!nv entirely new
sots of routines. Allocations of vital war materials to a plant must
frequently w ait until all’ other plants in the same production field

LT'JE‘*L l.ﬂcl[,:(l their I't_‘[ll]ir-'-ll 1O1LS.

—Tn his testimony, Kric A. Johnston, president of the United States
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Chamber of Commerce, 1”1{1 our comiittee I|i:ll U requires o |1 hil-
:Iilt*tlﬂli:l lawvyer or an [ndian :*]'}Hizll oazer 1o |!;_[‘I}I‘£' out the answers
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in wartime are bound to place a

necessary EiH.i] h;l.-%it' i!'.['u!'ﬂl:illnil ]”. 1) i |
oTea |:1].|'{1{=n 011 imli\'i:lll:?l:ﬁ :HH] DUSINLESS CONCEerns. [ ||;11 .IH“"“'H, L1
9 ' ‘“that requests for miormation
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all the more 1mportant, he declared,
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practical replies and atilization of their contents. i
Production Board reports_that a large automobille com-
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