





While definite knowledge concerning my Simons ancas tors
in America begins with Wilkiam Simons Sr.,found in the records of
Enfleld, Conn., it is probable that the first Simons of my line in
thlis country was William Simonds, who sailed from the port of London
for America, on the ship "Safety" October 20, 1635,

Medla Records mention a William Simonds as being in
Charlestown, Mass., in 1639. Charlestown was the first name given
to the town which has since been known as Woburn, Mass, The history
of Woburn on Page 637 tells of William Simonds, who settled there
as early as 1644, and who died June 7, 1672.

In 16450r 44, William Simonds married Judith Hayward, widow
of James Hayward, who as Judith Phippen married James Hayward when both
were fellow passengers or fellow servants on board the "Planter", which
salled from London in 1635, As Wllliam Simonds sailed from London

also 1n the year 1650, 1t seems qulte likely that he may have known

Juddith Phippen Hayward = either before they sailed from London, or

became acquanited l1mmediately after they arrived in America.
a William Simonds and J ,dith Hayward
In any event YUE/¥¥d/fgre married at Wobhirn either in 1643

or in 1644 and to them were born twelve children, Their fifth child,
William was born April 15, 1651. Four other sons;-Caleb born 1649,
Joseph 1652, Benjamln 1654 and James 1658, served &s soldiers from
woburn in King Philip's War, which beganJune 24, 1675 and ended a year
later, The four soldler sons returned to Woburn where they reared
families, but there i1s no record of William other than of his birth.
As the War was fought 1n Connecticub, it seems likely
that William elther accompanied his brothers there, or was charmed
with the storles told him of the riches of the Connecticut River val-
ley and settled near Enfield or Hazardville, where he is listed in

the records of Enfleld, yhile the records give his birth as in 1659,




and the Woburn records give the date as 1651, ¥ it is quite possible

that an error was made in copylng, or that

being away from his family
the mistake in date may have been made by himself, The death of this

Williem Simonds, or Simons, as it had then become, occurred in 1738,

This William Sikons named his son for himsel
evidently father's

aminygfor one of nls,uncles, instead of

f, but
nis grandson was named Ben]

being named for his father, and grandfather,

Wiliam Simons Jr. as shown in the Enfield records married

Margaret Pasco., My chart prepared by Ellen Glenn Shields gives the

date of his birth asJanuary 20 X§ 1696, but a distamt cousin of mine

L. A. Gowdy, of Somersville,gave me the record as Jan 20, 1686, He

was married April 11, 1717, and died April 7, 1726, One or the other

made an error in copying the date, As Willlam, the son of William

and Judith, probably left Woburn after PA¢ King Philips Wwar, which

ended in 1776, I again presume that the date glven by Mr Gowdy, as

1786 1s probably correct,

The presumption that William Simonds, who came on the ship

"Safety" was the first of my line in America has come after consider-

abderesearch by well recognized and accepted geneaglogists.

Respectfully

Wilford Collins Simons.







e Norman Endacott
8l0 Fast 13th
Lawrengce, Kansas

Endacott;

1l have been delayed in giving you the copny
for the Lf“’ﬁr J r my sister's grave, awaiting
word from othex You understand that this is
for the lot iﬂ ule northeast part of the cemetery
where there 1s a red granite stone. Please cut
the following inscriﬁ’lon:

In Loving Remembrance
Etolle Bessie Simons

Died March 2, 1943

note also the Simons large variegated
north central part of the ce*etery
son, John Louis Simons, is buried, and

; ny sister, T“S. FHoinville, was recently
buried. I think that the stone at our little
boy's grave is Lluo of red granite. Please note
this and see if you have a similar stone that w
could use for Mrs, Hoinville's grave.

Upon hearing from you, I will advise her
husband in Chicago, and “ou will hear from us
later,

Sincerely yours,




When I was twenty years old I came to “~awrence, December 14, 1891,
here together with John Leeford Brady, aged 25; and my brother, Louis

aged 17, we leased The Dally and Weekly Record. The

Adolphus Simons,
owner of The Record was a man of large wealth, and shortly after begin-

ning operation of the paper we found that he wished us to take up his
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hen 1 was twenty years old I came to “~awrence, December 14, 1891,

where together with John Leeford Brady, ag , : ny brother, Louils

Adolphus Simons, aged 17, we leased The Daily and Weekly Record. The

-

owner oI The Record was a man of large wealth, and shortly after begin-

ning operation of the paper we found thet he wished us

side of certain local quarrels or misunderstandings, which in our

Ssible for us to successfully produce a
be representative of the en > community
no money, with
great deal of courage we began the publ : ' the ' and Weekly
World on March lst, 1892, the daily being is l each morning except-
y on Thursday 1t made nine papers 1in the
"Newspaper Graveyard.”
lionaire, and The
besides owning the paper
matters worse he

been in Kansas in Territorial days, and the people of Lawrence in

1 Riy o = - S, R ' . ~ - , el a2 - .
the ninetles regarded any who had nc yeen a resident since Quante

rill's Raid 1n 1863 to be an interloper.,
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In this case The "Annals of th . u 0T 1d 81
wvere dragged out for years, but we took over one paper after another
had become the owner of all of the nine papers in the
we started,
brother sold hils ' ST D Uus s Lrlfles  ana. 'Yl 900 we
The Journal, which we ran as a 3pa 8 pape ntll February

Journal and World were

partner, John Leeford Brady, was pol: y mi and served
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state leglislature and senate, ¢ ured the Republican Nomina-

for congress in 1912, but the party split over the Progressive




Democrat was elected. Two years later 1in 1914 he was

ominated by the Progressives, on the Bull Moose ticket, and again a

Democrat won., Discouraged by his two defeats he was willing to sell
interest, which I bought 1n December 1914,

Believing that the publisher of a newspaper could do better work

did not seek office, I have never been a candidate for an elective,

or an appointive office. And would not accept appointment 1f 1t were

of fered.,
When we ) ha he Journal 1in 1905, 1t was necessary for us UoO
borrow quite a large amount, and much
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movement and a Democrat was elected. Two years later 1n 1914 he was
nominated by the Progressives, on the Bull Moose ticket, and agaln a

Democrat won. Discouraged by his two defeats he was willing to sell

his interest, which I bought 1n December 1914,

Believing that the publisher of a newspaper could do better work

E Y

if he did not seek office, I have never been a candidate for an elective,

yn appointive office. And would not accept appointment if 1t were

of fered.

When we purchased the Journal in 1905, it was necessary for us O

borrow quite a large amount, and much to my chagrin I learned that the

credit of newspapers at that time was on a par with that of livery barns,

1
| 1

Rebelling against such a condition of affairs I ceame to the conclusion

L9
-

that the newspaper business should be a respectable one, That the

credit of the peper should be as good as that of any other business
concern, that the plant should occupy as good a bullding as that
occupied by a bank, and that the newspaper man's home should be as
good as that of the banker's,

s were necessary to prepare the way for the transior-
mation., One was for the newspaper man to pay his bills promptly, and
in order to do this he must collect promptly the accounts due him,
It took about vhirty lawsuits, all of which I won, to prove that s
debt owed to a paper was just as much of an obligation as a note
owed to a bank. With this fact established, we were in a position
to be lenient and to extend necessary credit Lo our patrons.,

I feel that perhaps I have had a real part in bringing the news-
paper business to a higher standard. The boys born with slilver spoons
in their mouths, could not possibly have felt the same interest 1n the
matter that I did,

+

While advertising is generally considered to be the life blood
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The result is that our young men marry and rear families They

own their own homes and educate their chlildren. They take a real part

ln the life of the cormunity. Thelr credit is good and they know that

in case of death, or sicknes the 1

, the office 1s behlnd them,

a

With the exception of perhaps half a dozen all of our employees

have been born since I came to Lawrence, Many of them have learned

thelr trade 1n our office, And altho 1t 1s a small plant as blgger

go, thirty of our employees have had college work, twelve of

them ve degrees and three are Phl Beta Kappas.

We are not smug as a communjity, we are always trying to improve,

action in the fact that generally speaking we have
a higher standard of culture than many comaunities., We have less
swearling, less drinking, fewer bankruptclies, finer muslc, and accord-

ing to U, S. recc 8, and have more payers of

L P F - - T ) }
l1ncome tax than ot

i/ il 1.l

les, We have few rich--no great

fortunes--and little poverty.

Lawrence was founded elghty-five years ago and for forty-elght
vears, all but thirty-

rty-seven 1n the life of the c¢ity, I have had a

part i1n producing its newspapers. A few years sago I found that one
hundred and four papers had been published in Lawrence, some sixty

Ll L

had dled without a trace, and more than forty had been consolidated

into the Journal-=World.,
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The World Company, Lawrence; President and General Manager.

Lawrence lemorial Hospital; Member of the board and president,

Lawrence Board of Health:; Member and secretary.

Peoples State Bank; Member of Board.

Kansas Baptist Convention; Member of board,

and served two terms
as president,

ansas State Hlstorical Society; Member of board and former president,

First Baptist Church, Lawrence; Moderator.

sunset Home for Aged and Concordia Hos ipltal, Concordia, Kansas;
Member of board and former president.

Sons and Daughters of New England; Former president.,

Douglas County 0ld Settlers Assn.,; Former president.

Douglas County Historical Society; Member of board and former
president,
Lawrence Chamber of Commerce' Former president and still an active

member, serving on various committees.

Rotary; First president of Lawrence club.

- -

University Clubj ex governor.
saturday Night Club

Member: - Associated Press
ansas TI‘EZ.JS ilch:':OCi{'tiOn
National Editorial Assn.
Employlng Printers of America.
Audlt Bureau of Circulations; formerly r representative
on Advisory Board for small town papers Jf the
United States and Canada,

Nason
Shrine
Grange
Farmers Unlon
farm Bureau
entral Protective Assn.

"
sl

X-Member: -
Board of Ottawa University.
Advisory board of Kansas University Y. .C.A.
Kansas Baptist Laymen, state chairman.
State Ch imber of Commerce; Former Vice Pres.
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Simon Gowdy - Was in Boston in 1710 -« Married
Martha Cox., Ceremony being performed by
Cotton Mather

James Gowdy

James Gowdy

James Gowdy

Collins Gowdy

Jennie Bessie Gowdy-Simons

We Co Simons

Maternal




December 21, 1620

Willlam Bradford - Governor Plymouth Colony

Major William Bradford
Alice Bradford

Allce Adams

Deacon William Collins
Ann Collins Gowdy

James Gowdy - Revolutionary War
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samuel Eddy -

Zachariah Eddy

Civil War

Civil
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Sir John Olney, Born 1393

12 generations to
Olney Eddy
4 addlitlional generations to

e

C. Simons

omplete data on male ancestors in their line

Olney came on Planter in 1635

Paternal
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Mason - AU Dorchester as early as 1649
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Simeon Mason Revolutionary War

Jeremiah Mason - Revolutionary War
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Buckland
Butterworth, Jno. - Came to Rehoboth 1643

T+ 2
Burlingame

Abel, Mary - B., 1642, Weymouth, Mas:
Matern

Allen

Parke, Jlsat
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Other Families
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