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Printing Field T hat In-

volve L.oss or Profits
By WILLIAM M. METZKER

O quote from a recent bulletin of

the U. S. Department of Com-

merce: “Goods must be sold at
a profit or industry and commerce will
not survive. Truly remarkable were the
findings of the U. S. agencies 1n the war
years regarding the knowledge and un-
derstanding of costs in productions and
distribution. Losses were often con-
fused with profits, all for the lack of
knowledge of the fundamentals of Cost
Accounting. So today the trade asso-
ciation 1s proving itselt the most potent
organized influence in the study of costs
in industry and trade. Standard cost
systems applicable to the peculiar con-
ditions are being developed within each
business group. All tend to more scien-
tific knowledge of Cusiness and wulti-
mately lowered costs.”

There 1s an outstanding characteristic
of the cost finding systems of trade or-
ganizations which reflects the modern
trend 1n cost accounting, and that is to
carry out all cost items to the sold unit
of product.

AKING the U. T. A. Standard
Cost Finding Svstem, which has
today been adapted to meet the needs of
most of the branches of the entire
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