La Grange, Only Log Post Office Still Standing In
Marshall County Is A Link With Territorial Past

E F. Jones, New York City,
First Postmaster Built
The Log House In 1857

Now only a visible remnant of
ferritorial days In Kansas one of
the early day postoffices in Mar-
ghall county, constructed before
Kansas became & state s still
sanding and preserves |ls name ol
s designation of the neighborhood
i once served

La CGrange, localad eight miles
pouth of Prankfort on K84, Lthe star
rouie postollice which wryved settl-
#rs in Clear Fork township, is prob-
gbly the only existing log postoffice
remmaining In Marzhall county

Once, » name as familiar az Bar-
rett. Ouittard, Stolsenbach and
Hollenberg to the ploneers, La
Crange post offlce was centrally
Jocated for the Musgrave, Kennedy,

Dowd and imilies, first
pritlers Marshall
county. A log cabin
bomss ha i replaced by
modern [ A La Grange
B a reml day Kansas
hiatory

Today Its ghostly memory still
chings to the worm mired Jogs mor-
tised Logether nearly 100 years ago
by & New Yorker, who came west
before Lhe Civil War

According o Tom McConchie, 8-
year old resident of Clear Fork
towrship, La Grange was con-
gtructed by E P. Jones In 1857, who
¢ame from New York City to Mar-
ghall countly.

Mry. Jones and her sister, Mrs
C. A Holmes who were of Prench
ancestry, gave the postoffice its
mame la COrange, tranalated into
the English meana The Bamm.

Before Lhe establiahment of La
Orange, mall was earried from Bar-
et o Loulsville, lwice o week, a
distance of approximately 50 miles
Although the mall was nol hearvy,
ervice o families In Clear Fork
Wenehiy was conaldered Inconven-
lent With the establishment of the
La Crange postoffice at the Jones
homne, & slar route was founded
perviog Barreit, la Grange and
Wyaming three times weekly. The
Wroming postoffice was located
et of La Orange In sectlon 11,
Cleveland townehip and Wm. Kel-
lev was the poetmaster

Jones, owner of the farm, was
postmaster at La Orange until his
death in the 1880 when O. 8. Less-
lie became pomimastier

A ot In a small recessed door
next %0 the entrance iz the only
remaining-siible proof that the log
Bullding served aa a postoffice
Presumably the mall carrier upon
bis arrival alioped the letiers and
oacasions]l newspaper Into the ex-
terior slot without dlsturbing the

tmaster or his family. The hew-
od out twelve-inch logs provided
conaiderable space for mall and two
amall doors openine to the interlor
of the cabln, provided a post efflce
window for distribution of the mail

With the discontinwAnce of La
Orange poptoffice upon the advent
of rural Tree delivery, the postoffice
niche was convertad Into cupboard
fpace, for Lthe householders who in-
babitad the logw house until approxi-
mately 20 vears ago

Low cellings, approximately =ix
feet high made a comfortable warm
home of the room. A short narrow
slalry leads to the loft liehted by &
dormer window, with eastern ex-
posure. A ¢wnerete hearth In the |
south side of the room, and clap- |
board slding beneath a window
were converslons o modernity
when Lhe lireplace was replaced by |
R 1towe 1

Showing signs of deterioration |
fsom maolsture, the rain-streaked !
plaster coveringe the chinked logs
has eracked and the original wide-
board flooring has warped In its 98
yrars of exlstence

"It was In preity good
whenn I moved here elght
Ag0.” obeerved Jameas Brophy. who
farms the place, 1 believe if the
logs had been treated with crecsote
the building could have withstood
the mvages of time for many more
yeaArs. But now |t ia starting to de-
wriorate.” sald Brophy pointing Lo
& I6-inch log. crumbling with age
and burrowing wormas

The log cabin was used as resi-
dence unll:l 20 -.r-.n ago when a
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Sull in & fair slate of preservation s La Grange, oldesl log cabin

pasi office In Marshall county still standing which was censtrocted
in 1I857. It s located om the James Brophy farmm § miles soulh of
h-l.-H-rt an K9 owned by Mri Kalherine Lohmuller, Topeha Clap-
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ve replaced the logn in the left foregreound where & fire-
plﬂrfﬂlhur'!htmllhﬂdwhlhrkﬂﬂlhr
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substitote arrangerment for a pest office windeow.

house was moved o the farm {rom
the discontinued booster station at
Blaine,

Strange to the builder, were he
to refurn, would be Lthe electric
wiring which operates the cream

separator, an Incongrous note of
modernily In the nearly srentury-
+id bullding

it was §5 years ago that E P
Jones came from New York Cily,
accustomed Lo luxury of & metropo-
lis to the raw country known as
the termilory of Kansas

“When E P. Jones came from
New York City in 1857, the country
was prelty new.” explained Tom
MceConchie In an Interview Bunday
“He never had an axe or probably
had never used one before, But he
went down o timber and cut
logs and bullt a cabin. He was sort
of an eccentric and didnt mix
much with his neighbors.”

“"Hiz wife ran a millinery store
in New York City, she had a sister
who came hre, Loo. But Mrs. Jones
stayed In New York running her
millinery store (o keep up expenses
out here nearly 10 yeag before she
rame L make her home

“The family prospered and when
Jones died In the 1880's, he owned
400 acres of land. Before his death.
Jones had reformed and jolned
church although he stipulated he
didn't want any funenal wces
He Is buried out here In the‘ceme-
tery and has the blggest monument
there

“Mrs. Jones after his death left
the farm and retired In Prankfort
On her seventieth birthday she
marTied Pat Cudmore. But before
her marriage, her brother-in-law,
C. A. Holmea and his daughter
clalmed rightz o the land, as the
title was In thelr mother's name
“S50 Mrs. Jones signed La Grange

Holmes and his daughter. her
nisce, and Cudmore Inherited the

S
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rest of the land upon Mrs
death

“Holmes, who wias an English
Fpiscopal country minister, and his
daurhler lived on the place for sev-
eral years. Then he got the ldea of
putting in a sawmill and hired an
rnEinesT L0 run the mill

“The daughisr was a nice youna,
innocent girl and she married that
snrineer. Then he took over and
they bullt that large barm and corn
crib. About 1913 there was an e&xo-
dus to New Castle, Wyo., and
Holmes, his daughter and family
went out there. But before he left
he made a business deal with Otia
Lohmuller here al the Prankfort
hank and Lohmuller became the
nener” Mra Katherine Lohmuller
Tooeka, is the present farmm owner

The name La Omnge, which Mrs
fones and Mrs. Holmes chose so
lone ago for Lthe postofiice, with
onssible vislons of a town or city.
was also given Lo the neighboring
achool, district number 18, con-
structed In the next gdecade.

One of the oldest schools still
"en Iin Marshall county, La
Grmanee school oreanized In 1860,
it located a few blocks north of the
old post office. Its graduates In
more than 80 years service, ranked
highest in scholarship many times

With still 30 desks remaining in
the school and only five puplls,
the school like the post office and
the dwindling population of the
township 8 an Indication of a
rhaneing world

Today, the schoo]l taught by Mra
Romaine McConchie, is proud of
the silk {lag presented by Hender-
son Women's Relief Corps, and the
five puplls learn modern arts as
manual training and Swedish weav-
ing, In comoarison to the boys and
girls who stopped at the log cabin
and brought the maill. The school
bullding serves as the only voting
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-| La Grange, a log cabin. a school
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CITY WILL ASK
FOR RAISE IN
PHONE PAYMENT

City councilmen voled recently
notice to the telephone
|company that the city wishes to
re-negotiate the f{ranchise pay-
ment W Lhe cily

[ The company has been paying
I

88900 a year Lo the city of Marys-
ville. However, the company's con-

|lrlu:t prov contract
|m1r'm-_rrt~ gthere is a
basic chany rales to
businesses | the city,

The city' Mk for the
change foll pANy's re-

centl announcement of an Increase
in telephone rates

The council voled (o ask that
paymeni to the cily be increased to
$1500 a year,

»
NONE INJURED

Both drivers escaped ([njury
When a Uuck and car crashed
west of the Marysville city lmits
Tussday wfternoon. Both vwehicles
were going east. Driver of the
truck was Palrick McMahon and
driver of the car was Mrs Qa
Brychia
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Happy Harvesters
Plant Wild Life Cover

For Conservation

Mr. Hurlings from the State Pish
and CGame Department spoke to
the members and visitors of the
Happy Harvester &-H club at their

March meeting which was held at
the Dow School He spoke about

“Wildlife Conservation™ vhich the

report
the County Councll meeting.

Jeanle Nehrig led the gromp
Enging. Robert Sextro gave & music
Appreciation number on “The Star
Spangled Banner.”™ A project talk

was given by Richard Cohorst on
his fat steer

All the members and leaders
were present and alse the follow-
ing guests: Mr. Hurlings, Mr. and
Mrs John Corton, Mrs. Nelda Poll-
man and children, Mr. and Mrs
Paul Cohorst and Delares, Armin
Bitterli, Mr. John Mentgen, Dom-
inlc Schmite, Jr., and Harold,
Misses Alma and Marie Seematter,
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Holle and chil-
dren, Mr. Joe Barnhorst and Mr.
and Mrz. Edw. Bchroeder and chil-
dren.

Following the meeting Mr. Gor-
ton showed fllma of the 4¢-H tours

and also a comedy number A

lunch of cookies and hot chocolate
was perved following the entertain-
ment. The next meeting will be
held April 7.

HIAWATHA ICE

CREAM STORE

Your Patronage Appreciated
MRS. TOM SAVILLE, Mgr.

BNDIAN BURIAL ™MT,
BALP L

Four miles east of Sa-
lina stands one of the
most remarkable archaeo-
logical sites in the Mid-
west. Discovered in 1938
this Indian burial l‘rﬂum{
contains over 100 prehis-
torie akeletons, many of
them seven feet talll

Indian artifacts—necklaces,
beads, pottery, flint knives, and
arrowheads—have alse been ex-
humed from the diggings and are
on display.

Because no glass beads or
metal objects have been uncov-
sred in the ruins, it is believed
that the burial ground dates back
beyond the coming of the whits
man to the western plains,

Kansas has muoch of interest
The Indian Burial Pit is in
Salina. But anywhere in Kansas
one is privileged to enjoy a mod-
erate glass of beer . . . becauss
“beer belonge.” Itas sale under
orderly conditions is an objective
of the brewing industry. The
continuwous educational program
of the United States Brewers
Foundation belps beer retailers
nchieve this service to the public,

Ksnses Diwson, Usnited States Brewers Foandation, lfﬂpdu

THERE'S
NOTHING
LIKE
CHECKS

...1or paying all bills quickly, safely
and conveniently by mail,

Open a checking account here and pay
your bills this time-and-tnp-saving way.

Oketo State Bank = =. {

K FOR FASTER LONG DISTANCE
Olt:tn, ansas SERVICE...CALL BY NUMBER

than others.

So let's see how a Buick SeeciaL fits

|
', into the picture.

Take first cost. If you put the price tag
of this Buick against price tags of cars
that have always been tagged as belong-
ing in “the low-priced field"—you'll find

that, in actual dollars,

ingly close to these cars of lesser size

and horsepower.

| But that's just the beginning.,

What you're getting here is Buick
quality — this SPECIAL comes down the

——— e —— | ———

L. admit that the price tags of
automobiles —all automobiles—
aren’t what they used to be,

But it's just as true today as ever belore
that some price tags are lower than
others, and some cars cost less to own

NORD

1301 Broadway

a Buick's ﬂurpni-

wcoar.

And if you pay a bit extra for Dynaflow
Drive®*
engine, the rear end, the tires—and
climinating clutch repair bills,

same assembly line as SUPERS and
ROADMASTERS.

Its heft tells you it has extra sturdiness
in frame and structure.
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ant a lot of mileage for your money

So when we talk about “mileage for
your money” we're talking about the
miles you'll get from your car—includ-
ing the unused miles that are what you
have to sell when you trade it in.

Maybe that’s why Buick's doing so well
in the present market. Why not come in

and see what a great car this is for you?
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Sure is true for 52

\an better automobiles are built

BUICK

will build them

Its Fireball Engine delivers extra
power. It is an eight, a valve-in-head,
with high compression, and the miles
you can get from a gallon of gas make

it a thrifty performer,

You get Buick’s Million Dollar Ruide,
which protects you—and the car—from
jars and jolts.

Even the tires are bigger — which, any
tire man will tell you, lengthens theiwr

vou're easing the strain on the

. T el —d

HUS MOTOR COMPANY

Marysville, Kansas

Phone 606
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