= (]
"

& 517 . %ﬁ EI\@!@ 'ﬁ@_ﬂ ?&’;ﬂ Q\Q& Q\%’ﬁ hﬁ” ?‘%’Q ?‘%ﬁ Q\#’? “?’? “” ?\Qﬁ %9/? % ?&f . ?t@t? ?\F? ?‘@.ﬁ? ef@@ %9_5? Q\@ﬂ‘? ﬁ@;’" TP & 9 09 af 9 € ﬁfh},r’ ( GQ#J %

[ aﬁt

|

£ 4 L ] I i I'-
N7 S\ W
: i ; - g . , '1 ..1 : e .

Vil INTRODUCTION

illuminated, and MS. f. fr. 616, which is the copy from which our photogravure reproductions
are made, is not only the best of them, but is one of the most precious treasures of the
Bibliothéque Nationale in Paris. The superb miniatures are unquestionably some of the finest
handiwork ' of French miniaturists at a period when they occupied the first rank 1n the
world of art. The history of this particular MS. is, as will be seen further on, a most
romantic one.

There are appended biographical accounts ot our Plantagenet author and of the mighty
French Nimrod from whose writings he borrowed so much. Both personalities are of
singular historical interest. There 1s also added a detailed account of the English and French

MSS. of our work, as well as notes elucidating ancient hunting customs and terms of the FO RE \N) O RD

chase, a bibliography and a glossary, the result of investigations carried on in the principal
libraries and archives of Europe for more than ten years. Ancient terms of Venery often
baffle every attempt of the student who is not intimately acquainted with the French and

German literature of hunting. On one occasion I appealed 1n vain to Professor Max Miiller |
and to the learned Editor of the Oxford Dictionary. I regret to say that I know nothing branches of sport, at least so far as the chase has been carried on by those

about these words,” wrote Dr. Murray; “terms of the chase are among the most difficult % who have not followed it as a profession. Here and there ‘n the world

of words, and their investigation demands a great deal of philological and antiquarian research. whole populations have remained hunters, to SO e SLee Rt LoE
There is little doubt that but for this difficulty the  Master of Game” would long ago

have emerged from its seclusion of almost five hundred years. It is hoped that our notes | | _
will assist the reader to enjoy this hitherto neglected classic of English sport. Singularly American  backwoodsmen and their successors of the great plains and the Rocky

enough, as one 1s almost ~shamed to have to acknowledge, foreign students, particularly Mountains : such were the South African Boers; and the mountaineers of Tyrol, if not

Germans, have paid far more attention to the Master of Game ” than English stuients hﬁVj: coming exactly within this class, yet treated the chase both as a sport and a profession.
. . . " 1 aVEeE I . . . s » . . .

and there are few manuscripts of any 1mportance about which English writers gEs But disregarding these wild and virile populations, and considering only the hunter who

so many mistakes. | g | _
In gonclusion, I desire to express my thanks to the authorities of the British Museum— hunts for the sake of the hunting, it must be said of the Englishman that he stood pre-

to Dr. G. F. Warner and Mr. I. H. Jeayes in particular,—to the heads of the Bodleian eminent throughout the nineteenth century as a sportsman for sport’s sake. INot only was
Library, the Bibliotheque Nationale, the Mazarin and the Arsenal Libraries in Paris, the fox-hunting a national pastime, but 1n every quarter of the globe Englishmen predominated

Duc d’Aumale’s Library at Chantilly, the Bibliotheque Royale at Brussels, the Konigliche among the adventurous spirits who combined the chase of big game with bold exploration
Bibliotheken in Munich and Dresden, the Kaiserliche und Konigliche Haus, Hof and Staats Archiv, R v

the K. and K. Hof Bibliothek 1n Vienna, to Dr. F. J. Furnivall, Mr. J. E. Harting, _ _ _ |
?\I/]Ii T(3 Fitzf{?z)’ Fenwjii:k of Cheltenham, and to express my indebtedness to the late Sir deserts, the wvast plains of wind-rippled grass, the wooded northern wilderness, the

Elloaryiey denl Bh of Canons Ashby, for his kind assistance in my research work. stupendous mountain masses of the Andes and the Himalayas—in short, all regions,

To one person more than to any other my grateful acknowledgment 1sd.due,hnamely tt; however frowning and desolate, were penetrated by the restless English in their eager
: : ' ~ ress o ' -

Mr. Theodore Roosevelt, President of the United States, who, notwithstanding the p quest for big game. Not content with the sport afforded by the rifle, whether ahorse or

- - ' ' ' ' : A conscientious historian - L ,

official duties, has found time to write the interesting Foreword. afoot, the English in India developed th )

. - ). e us .

of his own great country, as well as one of its keenest sportsmen, President Roosevelt's g p e of the spear and in Ceylon the use of the

. knife as th 1t . ' - - .
qualifications for this kindly office may be described as those of a modern Master of Game. i le' leglfliﬁmte weapons with which to assail the dangerous quarry of the jungle
- ' l ; and the plain. ~ : o - :
No more competent Writer could have been selected to introduce to his countrymen a p ere were hunters of other nationalities, of course—Americans, Germans,

work that illustrates the spirit which animated our common for!)ears five centuries agfzfj Prerchiaens® B bea B et et alin i O i CI O
their characteristic devotion to the chase, no less than their intimate acquaintance Wwith

‘he habits and “nature’’ of the wild game they pursued : all attributes worthy of some L el e e kil e 1k | )
study by the reading sportsmen of the twentieth century, who, as I show, have hitherto ally under such circumstances a library of nineteenth-century

- : ] hunting inl -
neglected the study of English Venery. It was at first intended to print this Foreword only BT be mainly one of English authors.
. St e American Edition, but -« <oon became evident that this would give to 1t an advagtalge ] All this was widely different in the preceding centuries. From the Middle Ages to
) : : , 2in of. so 1t was 1nserted aiso the period : : . .
which readers in this country would have some reason to complain i P of the French Revolution hunting was carried on with keener zest in continental

| Ll Rdition. Europe than in England ; an | : :
in the Eng W. A. BarLrLie-GROHMAN. L g d the literature of the chase was far richer in the French, and
even 1n the German, tongues than in the English

The Romans, unlike the Greeks,

URING the century that has just closed Englishmen have stood foremost in all

their regular work — delightful and adventurous, but still work. Such were the

The icy polar seas, the steaming equatorial forests, the waterless tropical

worth recounting. : > : :
ting, and there was among them a larger proportion of men gifted with the

and still more unlike those mighty hunters of old
2

tl |
1€ Assyrians, cared little for the chase: but the white-skinned, fair-haired, blue-eyed

barbarians, who, o i *
: , out of the wreck of the Roman Empire, carved the States from which

sprang modern Euro l
P o i pe, were passionately devoted to hunting. Game of many kinds then
swarmed 1n the cold, wet forests which covered

and nobles, and the freemen oenerall
Germany, followed not only t]

the hunter of the Middle

so large a portion of Europe. The kings
y, of the regions which now make France and

1€ wolf |
. If, boar, and stag—the last named the favourite quarry of
Ages—but the bear, tl |

1e bison—whi st1ll 1 ‘S ]
on—which stil] Imgerb 1n the Caucasus
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