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Princes of the Rhine, and important positions rained down on him. He was‘made Earl of Cork,
Firodiad he was Constable of the Tower, Warden of the Cinque Ports with the reversion of the Governor-
ship of the Channel Islands, Warden and Chief Justice of the New Forest and of all the forests
south of the Trent, Lord of the Isle of Wight, and Warden of the West Marches'. It‘ has been
pointed out® that it can hardly have been a mere coincidence that just. before taking h1.s reve?ge
upon the revolting Lords Appellant, King {Richard entrusted so many important strategical points

T, known also, from the place of his birth, as Edward of Norwich, was, it is

along the Channel to the man who already commanded the fleet. When the crisis came Rutland
ain; sborntin v373, a year after the marriage of his father, Edmund of Langley, with took a leading part in the arrest of his uncle Gloucester, and of Arundel and Warwick, and was
Isabella of Castile, second daughter of Pedro the Cruel.

given the first-named’s office of Constable of England. If the informer Halle spoke the truth at

THE CAREER OF EDWARD, DUKE OF YORK, AUTHOR OF
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Edmund of Langley, the founder of the

1 . ’ . . . . - :
The date of Henry 1v.’s birth is nowhere recorded with exactness, as he was born in a private station, and

g London in 1387, Doyle, i. 397, giving the date as Sept. 29, 1387. Wylie, so extremely accu_rate in his dates,
the existing evidence is of a conflicting nature (Wylie iv. 330). makes a slight slip, when (1. p. 17,) he declares that Henry of Monmouth when created Prince of Wales on

* About the birth of no English King since the Conquest is so little authentic known as of Henry v.’s birth, October 6, 1399, was a lad fwelve years of age; were this so his argument that he was born in the summer of
for at the time nobody could have foretold that he would ascend the throne. Various historians give different dates :

1386 would fail. Henry of Monmouth was not the eldest son, a boy having been born in April 1382, when his
Ra}m‘say, followmg Williams, g1ves August 09,1387 ; Encyc. Brit. and Pauli, August 0, 87; Brockhaus, August 29, '§7;
William of Worcester, Tyler

mother was only 12 years of age, but he was the first to be reared (Wylie, 11. 324-5).
iy , Strickland, Holt, Langley, Coxe, Luders, Solly-Flood, Church, Dict. of Nat. Biog. and 1 Hardyng says of him: “as fayre a person as a man might see anywhere.”
(Gardiner, all accept 1387 as the year of his birth, and, as Wylie points out, it is placed on his statue in Agincourt Square, portrait of him, and his will 1s given by Nichols. His devotion to sport 1s well known :
M?nmouth. Others give , as 1n Archeol. XX.29, “ Wills of Kings"’ 404, Sandford, Blore, Lingard, Skeat, Chaucer,

' 83, Banks, Yorks. Arch, and Top. Jour. iv. 267, Notes and Queries, March 5, 87 ; while Clarke and Wright even put it
a year later. Wylie, on the |

havi other hand, proves with clearly reasoned data that 1386 was the year of his birth,
tl?vsnlg oeen born at the castle at Monmouth in August 1386, when his mother was only 16 years old. We know
at he w

s _ ‘ B 1 * Froissart, vol. 1v. chap. xxi., makes a misleading -mistake In connection
S €n he was crowned on Apl:ll(), 1413, that he was 34 years old when his brother Thomas 1€ Langley’s son ““ John,” instead of Edward. He says in another place (
' <2, 1421, and that he was 36 when he himself succumbed on August 31, 1422. Moreover, as Wylie that  young as the married couple were they were both laid
points out, the records of the Duchy of Lancaster show that his mother and father, Mary de Bohun and Henry Earl ° “National Biography,” vol. xlv. p. go1.
of Derby, were keeping house at Monmouth In the summer of 1386, and that their next son, Thomas, was born in

Harl. MS. 1319 contains a

“ When all the lordes to Councell and parlyament
Went, he wolde to hunte and also to hawckyng.”

with this incident, for he calls Edmund of

1. ch. 84), when speaking of this marriage,
in the same bed’ (Archaol. vol. 46).




