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HOW THE HART SHOULD BE MOVED

about neiper on pe sydes, bul pal alle stonde
afore, And whan pis redy pe mazister of pe
game or the sergeaunt shuld bidde ]JE'&H(;’?"?M?’S
bryng forp her houndes and stonde stille afore
hem a smal cotes cast from pennes, as pe avay
is ordeyned, And whan pei be per pe ;r,-rmz's*z‘.f{:ff
of pe game or pe sergeaunt shuld crie ls:/{’zl-
fully loude Dedow and pan halow euery wioht,
and euery hunter blowe be deep, A nd whan
be houndes ben comyn and abaten be heede pe
beernours shuld pulle of e couplys as jfast as
pez mowen, And whan pe lord benkep pal pe
abay hap lasted longe ynowe pe maister of pe
game shuld pulle away pe hede and anoon opey
shuld be redy behynde and pulle away pe SRynn
and lat be houndes come lo pe reward ana pan
shuld be lord and e maister of pe game and
alle e hunters stonde a rome al aboul pe reward,
and blow be deep, As oft as eny of hem bygynneti
euery mane beve hym felaushipe, to pe houndes
ben wel vewardid and pat per hawe not left.  And
right bus shal be do whan pe houndes shul oyn
enquyrveide of pe hoole deer and whan per nys
nowust ylaft ban shuld e lovde if hym list and

ellis pe maister of pe game ov in his absence who

so is gretlest next hym shuld strake in pis wise
bat is to say blow 211z moot and stintte not half an
Aue Maria while, and blowe oper 11z moolts a
littl lenger ban be first tzz moot.  And bus shuld
no wight strake but whan , s slayn wip strvenglh
and whan oon of pe forsarde hap bus blowen
pan pe gromys couple vp be houndes and draw
nomward fawre and soft. And alle pe ve-
menaunte of the hunters shuld strake in pis wise
rut trut trororvow trovorow and i1t moot witk
al of on length not to longe not to short, and oper
wise shuld not the hert hunter strake fro pen
Jorp til per go to bedde, And pus shuld pe
veerners on jfoot and be gromes lede home pe
noundes and sende afore pat e kenel be clene
and pe trought filled with clene water and pan
pe couch remewid with fressh strawe, And be
maister of be game and pe sergeaunt and be
vemen at hors shuld commen home and blowe
pe meene® att pe halle door or at celer dore as by
shal pon denyse. First be maister or who so 1
gretlest next hym shalle begynne and blowe 713
mote® allone and at pe Jurst* moot be vemanaunte
of Ye forsaid shuld blowe with hym and be waye
pat noon blow lenger pat oper, and aftey pe pre
moot euwen forp wip ber shuld blowe to recopes®
as pus, Trut Trut trovovorot, and bat ber be

' Omitted “ the hart.”
* Should read: ‘““at the last moot.”’

" See Appendix: Menee.
See Shirley MS.

nor on the sides, but that all stand in front. And
when it is ready the Master of the Game or the
sergeant should bid the berners bring forth their
hounds and stand still in front of them a small
quoit’s cast from thence, as the bay is ordained.
And when they be there the Master of the Game
or sergeant should cry skilfully loud : “ Devour ™
and then holloa every wight, and every hunter
blow the death. And when the hounds be come
and bay the head, the Berners should pull off the
couples as fast as they can. And when the Lord
thinketh the bay hath lasted long enough, the
Master of the Game should pull away the head
and anon others should be ready to pull away the
skin and let the hounds come to the reward, and
then should the Lord and Master of the Game, and
211 the hunters stand around all about the reward,
and blow the death. As oft as any of them begin
every man bear him fellowship till the hounds be
well rewarded, and that they have nought left.
And right thus should be done when the hounds
should be enquyrreied of the whole deer. And
when there is nought left then should the Lord,
if he wishes, or else the Master of the Game or in
his absence whoso 1s greatest next him, stroke
(blow) in this wise, that 1s to say blow four motes
and stynt (stop) not (for the time of) half an Ave
Maria and then blow other four motes a little longer
than the first four motes. And thus should no
wight stroke, but when' the hart 1s slain with
strength, and when one of the aforesaid hath thus
blown then should the grooms couple up the hounds
And all the rest
“Trut, trut,
tro-ro-row, tro-ro-row,’ and four motes all of one

and draw homewards fair and soft.
of the hunters should stroke 1n this wise :

And other-
wise should no hart hunter stroke from thence-
forth till they go to bed. And thus should the
Berners on foot and the grooms lead home the
hounds and send in front that the kennel be clean
and the trough filled with clean water, and their
couch renewed with fresh straw. And the Master
of the Game and the sergeant and the yeoman at
horse should come home and blow the menee? at
the hall door or at the cellar door as I shall devise.
First the master, or whoso is greatest next him, shall
begin and blow three motes® alone, and at the
first mote the remnant of the aforesaid should
blow with him, and beware that none blow longer
than another,and after the three motes even forth-
with they should blow the recoupling® as thus :
“Trut, trut, trororo rout,”” and that they be advised

length not too long and not too short.

* Shirley MS. has four.
" Recouple the hounds.
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