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MASTER OF GAME—continued

on a throne receiving the huntsman’s report; the
former is in the act of counting on his fingers, the
latter is presenting to the king the fumets (droppings)
of the harboured stag on some leaves. On fol. 45"
the picture explains ‘“what maners an hunter
shuld haue” by depicting a man, probably the
king or prince, in a fur cap and long gown, counting
on his fingers the desirable qualities about which
he is holding forth to his huntsman. The latter
is bareheaded, has red sleeves, purple coat, blue
nether garments, and a hound on liam 1s at his
feet. On fol. 46 we see a kennel on the outside
walls of which the liams are hanging on nails or
pegs. On the following folio " hou an hunter
shold knowe an hert by his trace ™ 1s explained
by five tracks. On fol. 48 we hear °° hou a man
shal knowe an hert by the fumes’ by having five
differently shaped droppings depicted. Fol. 55"
shows ‘“ hou an hunter shold go 1n quest by twene
the playnes and the wode ” by depicting a hunter
with a hound in front (not on liam) with his nose to
the ground. The man has a huge curved scimitar-
like sword with an impossible-looking double
hook near the point, hanging on his r»ight side,
while in his left he holds a partisan of the usual
clumsy fifteenth-century shape. On fol. 57" “ how
the assemble shuld be made wynter and somer
after the gyse of beyond the see’ i1s represented
by a miniature of the Master, or prince, in red cap,
holding forth to six listeners who are bareheaded,
the usual gesture of counting on his fingers indi-
cating what he 1s doing. On fol. 58¥ * In what
maner that the hert shal be moued and yron to
an so I slayne than with strengthe ” is explained
by a hart couchant 1n a wood with his tongue hang-
ing out of his mouth. The MS. is dedicated to the
““ eldist sone ”’ of Henry v., probably a mistake.

The MS. formerly belonged to Charles Chauncy,
M.D., whose book plate 1s inside. It came to the
Library 1in 1834 after the death of Francis Douce,
who bequeathed his manuscripts to the Bodleian.
There are some notes in his hand on a flyleaf,
in which he mentions that * this MS., which Mr.
Stevens borrowed of me, is very frequently quoted
by him in his edition of Shakspeare.” In this
MS. the chapter on fol. 48Y, “ Hou a man shal
knowe an hert by frayng,” is divided into two
parts, and the heading of the second part is,
~ Hou a man shal speke among hunters of ye
office of venerye.”

At the end of the ““ Master of Game ” are appended
on four pages pp. 72—73": ‘““The statutes and the
lawes of the kynges forestes,” which, on account of
their great interest, are printed here :

THESE BE THE STATUTES AND THE LAWES OF THE
KYNGES FORESTES

First and formest yf alle thei that ouste to sewe
to this courte be here present or no and ho lakketh
present here defautes.

Seres 1f there ony thing dependaunt atte last
sessions not presented but put in respite in to the
commynge of the Justise of the forest ye shul do
vs to wete what it was, et cetera.
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Also yf ther be ony assartes or purprestures
made with in the forest mo than haue be graunted
by the kynges chartours of olde tyme ye shul do

vs to wete ho hath hem made and in what place.
Also yf ther be ony man that hath made or rered

ony mylles with in the bounde of the foreste but
yf he haue licence therto ye shul do vs to wete

in what place and by what auctorite.

Also if ther be ony man that hath take a weye
ony bounde of forest or rased ony thing that was
sett in the stede of bounde of forest ye shul do vs
to wete of his name and where 1t was.

Also if there be ony man that hath made ony
myne with in the forest of marleput cleyput or
turff deluyd or digged after yre ore or ony other
myn ye shul do vs to wete in what place it is.

Also yf ther be ony man that hath ony close or

grounde with 1n annexed to the forest and largeth
his oune grounde and streyteth the kynges grounde
by settynge of hegge or dyche ye shul do vs to
wete.

Also if there be ony man that mad ony peram-
bulacion or disafforet ony parcell of the forest
with oute special commaundement of oure lord
the kinge ye shul do vs to wette where it is do.

Also yf there be ony man that hath swyne or
geet goynge with in the forest ye shul do vs to
wete who oweth hem and the quantite and the
price of hem for thei be no beestes of comoun.

Also 1f thel haue ony specialte of a certeyn nombre
of swyn to go in the forest ye shul do vs to wete
whether thei be rynged or no and the price of tho
tha passe the nombre.

And 1f ther be ony man that made ony house
that ony beest vseth out or go oute at with in the
forest that is to say swynhouse nethouse _shephouse
ye shul do vs to wete ho hath hem made.

Also if there be ony mo forsters than were wont
to be of olde tyme ye shul do vs to wete ho hath
hem made, and by what auctorite thei were I
made and at whos doyng and why. 7

Also 1f ther be ony forster or minister of the
forest that maketh ony congregacion skotfalles
squillectes or extorcions doyng to the kynges
peple be coloure of his office ye shul do vs to wete.

Also if ther be ony man that hath shepe comenyng
with in the forest that haue come with in the courte
.11j*. sythe the last sessions and attachied do vs
to wete ot the price of hem for after thred attache-
ment thei be forfetable to oure lord the kyng.

Also as touching the kinges veert that is to sav
the kinges wodes if ther be ony man that hath
felled ony gret okes or ony other wode with in
the forest ye shul do vs to wete and the price of
the same and what is his name and if he cary it
away by nystes tyme or by masdayes ye shul do
vs to wete and the price of his hors and his cart
for it 1s forfetable to the kinge.

Also if ther be ony man that commeth in to the
kyinges forest that felleth and caryeth a way ony
smal wode that i1s to wete blatrous sparres watlyng:-
roddes or ony other smal wode that hath be therfor
11)** attached he is endiztable.

Also 1t ther be ony man that cometh in to the
forest and taketh away ony facouns Jerfacouns
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