*d by

ill cause
hrittle.

30 REPTILES OF THE WORLD

the arid regions of southern Mexico and northern C
America. The species are pleurodont; the teeth Efntral
lotver jﬂ“‘ are stout, sﬁght]y recurved and each : ]rﬂ .*the
with a venom-conducting groove. In Borneo js I,l ﬂ;?_!dﬂd
technically known as Lanthanotus borneensis - its ‘tc;thlzard
been alleged to be grooved, like Heloderma. Not hav.t
known about this creature. Nﬁtwithstnndiﬂg an RmUCh Is
relationship to Heloderma, it would be unjust ¢, l?I:)ﬂr‘?“t
the species as in any way venomous. ' describe
The Tail. For purposes of defense, the tajl . _

valuable organ. With it, the larger lizards dea] | e
whip-like blows. Many lizards have a tail of extrao a_?_hmg'
length—four or five times as long as the t:(:-mhiﬂlr ]nI ey
of the head and body; a number possess 3 Llir:ﬁ ength
stumpy appendage. With the majority of I;H:t:rt”ianunve‘
tail 1s I‘{*:H]il}‘ discarded, and i1t 1s soon r"f“'“--’duccd FS the
take one of the extremes of caudal development ;15 - g
]Llﬁt'r:lt‘:nzf._ nfmring how the brittle appendage may qﬂj: _ll"
owner'’s ht.%- In time .HT danger. Suppose a limbless H;{ﬂrdlts
a Glass "Snake”—is pursued by an active, reptile.e iy
serpent. lhe former’'s stiff, undulatory mtn‘rrntl-lt:tmg
hfl[‘lt‘}t‘hhi}.' H!H\.‘L' ii“l L’t’}!]]}‘.ﬂ;l!‘,;'-.[:un u-]'{h ffH- Hi!‘.ul.lm-;. L’,']illl‘ ”f il}I‘E
pursuer. In a moment the snake has :;r.:iz.c;] its. t]f:
There 1s a quick twist and instantly the snake is THHHEFC)'
gaged in subduing what appears to be its frenzied ‘Vi:n_fn'
Actually, this 1s what has happened:—In that t“‘iqtlim‘
movement the lizard has _HH.II:‘!N'-! oft its tail. The muhqc]r:j

!

of the discarded member have been thrown i
il i % i - l | ii i | | 'TJ:I"'\"] ]Tlrl} i "'\T
. L l.ltL. [}1-

great excitability—evidently a provision of Nature. M

_ | ~ . Mean-
while, an abbreviated lizard has, under cover of th

. . . ‘ : {ac €x-
citement occasioned by the antics of the tail. ol
| | - cs of the tail, glided slyly
for a safte .
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among the leaves with such a commotion that the hand in-
voluntarily made a fresh grab for it; then, a second com-
motion showed the consequent escape of the lizard itself,
which had been primarily the prisoner. A number of the
geckos run away from danger with the thick tail well ele-
vated and the animal parts with the caudal member at
barely a touch, when the tail jumps and wriggles in a man-
ner sure to attract the attention of the enemy.
In this casting off of the tail the organ 1s not “disjointed,”
as is often the popular idea. Owing to a curious structure
of the caudal vertebrz the break occurs in the middle of a
vertebral joint and the broken end of bone immediately
begins a reconstructive process, resulting in a new tail. The
new member is completed in a few months. It is seldom as
long as the original one, nor covered with a normal
scalation.
Changes of Color. Decided, though involuntary, changes
of the body hues may be observed among several of the
families. The process is influenced by light, temperature,
excitement and the health of the individual. It is a mistake
to imagine the color changes to be strictly in line of pro-
tection to the lizard in immediately conforming to the colors
~f surfaces on which the animal rests. A specimen capable
of exhibiting all phases of coloration between a dull brown
‘o an emerald green may for some time rest upon a dark
ree trunk and be clad in a suit of conspicuous steel-gray;

t-om this hue it may transform into a livid green; a few

minutes later it may jump among the leaves and shrubbery,

vhere it takes on an almost blackish hue. In fiction, theory
. . excellent stand-by. Who can blame certain romantic

|
‘hors for elaborating upon such an admirable point as the

displayed by a dull brown lizard to jump upon

leaf and transform into a leaty green, thence upon a tree

NNCIC
.li ] r % r llr tr’ W J tl 'j ¥ T Tl [ ] L7 t} L] W t'l [
upon a gOorgcous uf wWer wilclc 1€ Irepliic

yVOSSIDLY,
» match the richly-colored petals? The
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'+ immediately turns brown again, and from

hue to
observed an experiment made by a student who




