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128 LIFE AND TIMES OF CLEOPATRA
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something more than love to keep him in Egypt ; t th

. 5 h{,tldlun_fr dﬁl)lraltlﬂn the mtoucatlon of a

conqueror turning his mind to new conquests, and the
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supreme interest of a would-be king constructing ,

throne which should be occupied not only by himself

but 1);&_’@%@&@115 own flesh tmd blood for

all time.’

While waiting for the desired event Casar could not

< remain inactive in the Palace at Alexandria. He desired
———. " aScertain for himself the resources of the land which
as to be considered as his wife's dowry; and he there.
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re determined to conduct a peaceful expedition up the
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Nile with thh subject 1n view. The royal dahabiyeh or
'house boa,j; was therefore made ready for himself and
Clecap'ltra whose condition might be expected to benefit
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by the idle and yet interesting life upon the river: and
orders were given both to his own legionaries and to a
considerable number of Cleopatra’s troops to prepare
themselves for embarkation upon a fleet of four hundred
Nile vessels. The number of ships suggests that there

were Several thousand soldiers employed in the expedi.
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1 IT. has gcner i”h been st ated th*l (_“"-"[.I' I* 't }1’ be "-"J!'{‘ HL h;rth of
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says he remained

S o

nine months in Egypt, has always seemed to me improbable ; for it is surelv

more than a coincidence that he delaved his departure from Egypt until the
e expected to arrive, he
having met her in the previous October, Plutarch’s statement mav be inter
preted as meaning that Cesar departed to Syria after the birth of his son. |
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Ihlfll\ lim't Cicero's remark, in a letter dated in june B.C. 47, that there was a
Serious hmfir;mn: LO L.‘;L'.-j;lr’ri fll-'}“‘.':il'I'.ll’L' 111'-..?.11 :‘xfr‘x.’::?rfliﬂ., I'L'E'I‘

tor which he was waiting. Those who suggest that Ceesar did 70/ remain in

Lg}‘pt S0 lung are {)lillgrff LO {_it.‘!‘i_}' that if:f; authors are ¢« rrect 1n .ﬁ,::‘!imf that
he went up the Nile; and they have to disregard the

very month m which Cleopatra’s and his child was to |
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s to the event
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. positive statement of
Appian that the Dictator’s visit lasted nine months. Moreover, the date of
the celebration of Caesarion’s seventeenth birthday (a
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'S recorded on p, 361) is
a further indication that he was born no later than the beginning
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