inator of basketball who will

pauses in a department store
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A REMINDER~—~Mrs. James Naismith, widow of the orig-

be honored at K. U. Friday,

reminisces In Topeka Wednesday about her husband as she

beside arﬂna metal basketball

ua.l, much unlike the peach basket that. started it all
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Father of Bas

BY ANNA MA.‘Rf MURPHY
Of The Daily Capital Staff

An ordained mmiatdr who never
had a pulpit.

A surgeon who never practiced
hiz healing profession.

The originator and lifelong

te% of & game he never
co

That is the won-lost record left
behind by Dr. James NaismithJ
beloved father of basketball
whose memory will be honored
Friday night at the University
of Kansas. -. H

And if lives were scored like
.haaketball games, Dr. Naismith
himself might have considered
is a pretty incffective showing.

ut Dr. Naismith *“didn’t

i'-.-"! 1g was at

Springfleld Mau} College.
After the foothgll season was
over, the college premdent called

in his Presbyterian minister- a.th-
letic director and uked' = ol 4

“Now that the football se%
1s over, we need .some form of
athletics to keep the boys active.
Can’t you find some sort of in-.
door game to take the place ot
foothall 7"

Dr. Naismith thought for quite
a while, but had to report fail
to the president. 1

But the president told him to
try again, The result was Dr.
Naismith’s famous trip to 'chnzﬂ,-l
basement to salvage two peach
baskets to be used as hoops for
his new game. |

|
{
|

Prdhsider basketball his real
l work in life,” Mrs. Naismith re-
| ._?ealed in Topeka Wednesday.

. He merely used the game, his
ministerial training, and medical
degree to reach his goal: “to help
¢ and guide young men.”

Mrs. Naismith, now a house-

mother for the Delta Gamma So-
rority at Washburn University,
will be present Friday at the
half-time ceremony of the K, U.-
- Colorade game,
. At that time, a.*fealze oil
painting of her late husband will
be presented to the university’s
athletic department for display|
in its new Allen Fieldhouse.

The occasion will carry a sig-
nificance many of the youthful
fans won't ca.tdl Mrs, Naismith
feels, It will prove athletlcs have
fin “arrived.”

The K. U. students of today
don’t know that the night Dr.
Naismith left MeGill Univer- |
Sity in Canada to accept his
first athletie directorship, the
entire faculty and graduating
class “prayed for his soul.”

“They felt he was surely headed
for the devil by giving.up the
ministry for such a disreputable
‘position,” Mrs. Naismith malled
‘her husband saying. -
| But a few years before he dieﬂ
in 1939, the same thenlogeal
semina.ry invited and plqaded w&th;
him to come back and preach th
graduation sermon and confer

‘At ﬁrst " 'Mrs "Naismith r
members, “he just laughed and
said that was quite a turn of
events, We didn't want to go be-
cause he would have to buy a cap
and gown. But he did.”

That first job which brought

No one was more surpnsed
than he that basketball grew to
become the game attended each
year by more Americal than
any other. -

The K. U. profeasor was in
Berlin for the 19286 *‘ﬂ‘lympms,
when his game came 1fs own
as an international spo:‘!:

Though Dr. Naismith will he
remembered by strangers as ‘““the
man who invented basketball,”
the thousands who were influ-
enced by him on Mt. Oread dur-
ing his.40 years there prefer to
recall “he was never too busy to
help a boy.”

An unhappy, orphaned child-
hood lay behind this dedication
to youth, his wife believes,

And she also knows he wouldn't
mind that the K.U.. ﬁeldhnuse
doesn’t bear his n a.s many
had proposed. '[.*

“He just never thoug'ht of hlm-
self,” she said,

“In fact,” she added, "shortly
before he died he remarked:
.You Eknow, Florence, I feel
God’s hand has guided me
throughout everything I have
done in life””

His gracious wife said the “best!
way she could sum it up” was!
|that “he lived a 11fe that counted.”
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‘PORTRAIT PRESENTED—Sigma Phi Epsilon Friday mght presented a pamted portrai
+Dr. James Naismith, inventor of basketball, to Kansas University. Presentation was malcée.
at halftimé ‘of the K.U.-Colorado basketball- game. The painting will be. hu:tugl Allen Field-
‘housesiA; “C. (Dutch] Lonborg, K. U. athletic director, said. Shown in the at far left is
J. R.-Calighan, Kansas City, Mo., the painter; at the right is Chance]lor Franklin M

llor. e"
with M Nalsmlfh widow of the* former K. U. faculty member, next to the chance
plmf?s #lanked by Dave  Schwartz on the left and Bob Hopkms both members of the Sﬁma

Phi Epsilon ﬁ'atenuty (Journal-World Photo.) d S

Callahan, pamter of the portralt Bob m, :
Russell freshman; Dave Schwartz, Russqll“‘fumor*

Mrs. Naismiith, and Dr. Murphy, chance;le f j.he

Univesrsity. Sigma Phi Epsilon pr
Kansan Photoi"”‘*; s/si

SOMETHING NEW—A new addition to the field
house is this portrait of Dr. James Naismith, which
was presented to the University at the basketball

| ' las Paddock,
game Saturday. Left to right are Doug :
Kansas City, Mo., 1951 alumnus; J. er_-hard .\@.ﬁq“ portrait.—(Daily

GRAN’DSONS VIEW 1'\IAIS’\&ITH PORTRAIT in the
lobby of the Allen fieldhouse at the University of
Kansas, where they are students. Dr. James Naismith,
inventor of the widely popular game of basketball, was
the grandfather of James Dodd (leff) of St. Louls and
Tan Naismith ﬂf Corpus Christi, Tex -——(Assnclated Press

photograph).




