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TRIEOTE TO NAISMITH Do Co. Riuntites s /5140

Douglas Cmmty Medical Societ)
(Jfficers Issue Statement

A tribute to Dr. James Naismith,
'inventor of basketball and profes-
' sor of phvical education at the
University of Kansas who died last
November, has been voted by mem-
bers of the Douglas County Medi-
cal society. Dr. Naismith was a
member of the local organization.

The tribute, signed by Dr. C. B.
Johnson, president: Dr. J. M. Mott,
secretary, and Dr. Ralph 1. Canute-
son, follows:

“In the death of James Naismith,
November 28, 1939, the Douglas
County Medical society lost a long-
time faithful member, and vouth,
not only in America but the world
' over, a friend and leader. His train-

ing was in the fields of medical
science and physical and religious
education; his interests lay
preaching and ministering to vouth
thru the medium of sports.
name 18 perpetuated by basketball:
h1=: influence on the character and
' well-being of men and women will
be as lasting,

las County Medical society for 40
yvears, serving as treasurer in 1908-
09 and president in 1911, In 1937
the society bestowed on him hono-
rary life membership.

“Your committee offers this
tribute as a resolution and recom-
' mends its adoption by the society,
'and further that a copv of the
1 resolution be sent to Mrs. Naismith

| as an expression of our sympathy
.and friendship.”
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HlE@ of the

“He was a member of the Doug- |,

he proposal to build a Field House at the university as
a memmla] to the late Dr.
sideratiéon and support. It is an extremely practical sugges-
tion for it would encourage and foster one of the most popu-
las games now being played. That is exactly what Dr. Nal-

smith would have his friends do for he dedicated his life to

the promotion of wholesome recreation for ycuth. A Field
House at K. U. where he spent many years of his life in ser-
vice to the boys and girls of the state would be a fitting monu-
ment.

J NWorid .waN 724 |
A picture of the late Dr. James |
._\dlqlﬂl’[h provides the cover for a |
"recent 1ssue of the Sigma Phi Ep- |
| silon Journal, a publication of the |
‘ national fraternity that goes to |
members and alumni of chapers In
various parts of the country.

Dr. Naismith was an honorary |
member, and his sons were mem-'
bers while in school of the Kansas |
Gamma chapter of the fraternity.
The article, which includes pictures
basketball inventor in ear-
lier vears with his first team,
 signed T.M.O.,

Dr. Naismith,
John Carlson

1S |
initials believed to
be those of Ted M. O’Leary, a K.U.
graduate now with the news staff
of the Kansas City Star. O'Leary

Two resolutions, one honoring
the late Dr. James Naismith, pro-
fessor emeritus of physical educa-
tion, and the other John E. Carl-
sor. prominent University of Kan-
sa; alumnus, were passed Friday
nicht at a meeting of the Univer-
<ity Athletic board.

The committee report on resolu-
ticns in honor of Dr. James Nai-
smith follows in part:

“The name of James Naismith is
-ne which will have a permanent
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place in the hall of fame of ath-
letics. His invention of basketball is
an achievement which has made
him known throughout the world
ond which has brought untold sat- |
isfaction and benefit to youth in
every land. He had the unusual
experience of seeing a game, cre-
Lared by the necessities of his im-
mediate task, grow so rapidly in
interest that within the
comparatively short space of a few
derades it had become the acknowl-
ed<¢ed leader among all sports with
rezard to the number of partici-
pants and the number of followers.

“From 1901 to 1937, he was a
valuzed member of this board. A
period of service of such length
probably is unequalled in the an-
nals of athletic board history
throughout the nation.

“We are proud of the fact that
the University of Kansas has been
privileged to share so generously in |
the life of James Naismith. With
the passage of time just what he
has meant to us will become in-

creasingly evident.
“It is the hope of this board that
in the near future a suitable me-

modern agel"

morial, bearing his name and dedi—!




