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On Duty in France
Military service during the

World War included four months’
service in 1916 with the 1st Kan-|
sas Regiment and 19 months

with the Y.M.C.A. in France
from 1917 to 1919.

Dr. Naismith was a member

of the following organizations:
Society of Directors of Physical

Education in Kansas Colleges,

Kansas State Medical Associa-

tion, National Association of
Physical Education, Kansas As-
sociation of Physical Education

(president), Pi Gamma Mu, Sig-

ma Phi Epsilon, International
Basketball Federation (honorary

president), Basketball Coaches’
Assoclation (honorary president),
Basketball Rules Committee
(honorary chairman and life
member), Presbyterian church
and Masonic lodge.

The game of basketball was
originated in 1891 by Dr. Nai-
smith .at the Springfield Y. M.
C. A. to fill the need of a Winter

sport. Two old peach baskets, a

—Kansas City Star Photograph.

Dr. and Mrs, James Naismith receive the congra tulations of the Rev. W. K. Waters (left), pastor of
the First Presbyterian church at Overland Park. Kas., where they were married at noon yesterday. Dr.
Nalsmith is professor emeritus of physical education at the University of Kansas. He invented the game
of basketball. Mrs, Naismith was Mrs, Florence Kincaid, for the last four years housemother at the
Sigma Phi Epsilon house at Lawrence, Kas, They left on a motor trip and will be at home S€ptember

1 at Lawrence.
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(' erebral Hemorrhage Suffered by
the ““Father of Basketball.’’

(By The Star’'s Own Service.)

LAWRENCE, KAs., Nov. 20 (Monday).
—Dr. James Naismith, the father of
basketball, was near death in the
Lawrence Memorial hospital here
early this morning following a
cerebral hemorrhage suffered at his
home early last night.

The T0~year-old inventor of bas-
kKetball suffered the hemorrhage at
nis home on University drive near
the campus shortly after 7 o'clock
last night.

"HIs condition is very eritical.” his
physician said early this morning.
“Although it is uncertain. I believe
he will live through the night.”

Dr. Naismith, who is professor
emeritus of physical education at the
University of Kansas here. has suf-
fered no serious illness recently.

Last June he married Mrs. Flor-
ence Kincaid, for four years house-
mother for the Sigma Phi Epsilon
nouse. Dr. Naismith retired from
active teaching in June. 1937.

Dr. Naismith’s Condition
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Sliﬁhtly Improved Today
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The condition of Dr. James Nai-

Dr. Naismith—

Dr., James Nalsmith, professor
emeritus of the physical educa-
tion department, Kansas Univer-

Dr. Naismith was married last
Spring to Mrs. Florence Kincaid,
for many years housemother for
Sigma Phi Epsilon at K.U.
~ Dr. Naismith’s children are
Mrs. Thomas L. Daw, of Topeka;:
Mrs. L. H. Hood, of St. Louis;
Mrs. George B. Stanley, of Pu-
eblo, Colo.; John Edwin Naismith,
of Topeka, and James Sherman
Naismith of Dallas. .

Was Clean Liver

In 1918 Dr. Naismith wrote a
book with the title, “The Basis
of Clean Living.” 'Those five
words characterized the life of
the famous and well loved man
who retired from active teaching
duty in 1937 after 40 years of
“building character in the hearts
of young men" at K.U.

Dr., Naismith, who at the age
of eight was left an orphan, was
born in Almonte, Ontario, on
Nov. 6, 1861. After making his
home with an uncle, he went to

-McGill University in Montreal,
Canada, and graduated with an
A.B. degree in 1887. This was

the first of his three degrees. In

- 1890 he graduated from Presby-
terian College, in 1891 he received
. his master of physical education
degree from Y.M.C.A. College in
Springfield, Mass., and in 1898 he
learned his doctor of medicine de-
gree Irom Colorado University. |

ball and 13 rules were the origi-
nal equipment of the game
which has spread around the
world and was played in the 1936
Olympic games in Berlin. |

Besides many magazine arti-
cles, Dr. Naismith wrote three
books: “Basketball Rules,” 1891;
““The Modern High School” (sec-
tion on athletics), 1911;: “The
Basis of Clean Living,” 1918.

“The happiest moment” of his
life, Dr. Naismith said, came in
1936 when he attended the Olym-
pic games in Berlin and saw the
game of basketball played for
the first time in the interna-
tional competition. “The father
of basketball” was sent to Berlin
following a national drive for
funds by spectators, officials and
players who wanted to have Dr.
Naismith present when the teams
of all nations filed in behind
flags of their countries. Dr. Nai-
smith addressed the assembled
players before the start of the
tournament—and, he said later,
his eves were misty.

RITES FOR DR. NAISMITH|
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| SERVICES WILL BE AT 2:30

| O’'CLOCK FRIDAY. |
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Chancellor Mallot Praises the |
Contributions of the Inventor
of Backetball to the
Athletic World,

(By The Star's Own Service.)
LAWRENCE, KAs., Nov. 28.—Funeral

services for Dr. James Naismith, 78
years old, inventor of basketball, who
died early today, will he held at 2:30
o'clock Friday at the First Presbyte-
rian church here. The Rev. Theo-
dore Aszman will conduct the serv-
1CEes,

Although Dr. Naismith retired
from active teaching at Kansas uni-
versity in 1937, he had been con-

' nected with the university since

1898. Last June he married Mrs.

He invented the game while at the
sSpringfield, Mass.,. Y. M. C. A. in
1891, He left that place in 1895 to
20 to Denver to become physical di-
rector of the Y. M. C. A. He came to
Kansas from his post in Denver.

Chancellor Deane W. Mallot com-
mented today:

“In behalf of the University of
Kansas, I express sorrow at the death
of Dr., James Naismith, professor
emeritus of physical ecucation.

“Not only the university and the
state of Kansas, but the United :
States and many nations of the
world as well will feel the loss of this .
man who set high standards of per-
sonal clean living and was able to in- |
[use thelr same standards into the |
lives of hundreds of young men. His
contribution to the athletic world of
the game of basketball will leave a |
mark that even time cannot erase.”

I
Dr. Naismith's invention of bas- |
Ketball, a game played by mil- |
llons, actually brought him less per- |
' sonal satisfaction than his thirty- '
'nine years of teaching at the Uni-
versity of Kansas.

- Dr, Naismith regarded his inven-
tion of the game 4s an episode
in a long career devoted to the im-
provement of the physical condi-
tion of succeeding generations. Nat-
urally, he observed the growth of |
basketball with satisfaction, but he
always remained a great deal more
calm about the game than did thou-
sands of players, spectators and
coaches.

Dr. Naismith thought wrestling |
was better exercise than basketball
Personally, he would rather go into
e corner of Robinson gymnasium
or the University of Kansas campus
and instruct a couple of eager young-
sters In the art of fencing than
watch a hundred games of basket-
ball. He drew as much pleasure
from the sizht of a clever tumbler
as he did from watching such K.
U, stars as Al Pet:rsom or Tus Acker-
man send a looping shot through a
goal,

HE KEPT STATISTICS.

While experts sat up late think-
ing of ways to amend the rules of
basketball, Dr. Naismith worked
‘away at tabulations of the compara-
tive measurements of the variousl
freshmen classes which entered the !
' University of Kansas.. Those meas- |
urements, as well as figures on va- .
' Tlous other phases of physical man, |
'Dr. Naismith tabulated mostly to
gratify his own curiosity. He sel-
'dom published any of his results, |
‘and a visitor to his office would
see hundreds of dusty cards in and |
‘on top of filing cabinets, each one |
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