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' Basketball a Trlump
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h of Dr. N 1srn1th S.

By Theodore M, gi Ty
ERE Dr. James A. Nai-
smith alive today he
’ would probably ap-

prove of the fact that the
rUfh:lted States postoffice de-
partment in marking the cen-
tennial of " his birth with a
commemorative stamp, to be
lissued Monday, chose to place
on that stamp a design show-
ing a hand;a basketball and a
goal rather than a likeness of
'Dr. Naismith. For during his
lrfetlme he was happy to ac-
'knowledge that the game he
had invented had become
‘more important than 1ts 1n-
ventor.

Dr. Naismith was of course
lpren.ld to have invented bas-
ketball, But he regarded it as
simply another episode in a
life devoted primarily to pro-
moting physieal fitness.. Long
before the: ,governn& ‘and
many of our leading citizens
got StlI‘I‘E(L uq: over the physi-
cal softne Amerleans Dr.
Naismith “preaching the

victues of syslﬁmatle and vig-

dore Roosey elt extolled “the
strenuous f;‘.’"*l Naismith
was living i,‘"*' i

game of moyement that could
be playedzindoors, Dr. Nai-
smith reco 1

because the game would ‘be
played on g‘ wocfd floor mtch
of the ro hngss of games
such as football would have to
be eliminated. But somewhat
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Orouss exercise, Before Theo-|

When he sg out fo invent a|

ed the fact that! |

aetlv% youngsters all, rebelled
in the winter_of 1891 at the
diet of physical activity beirg
served up to them. They were
bored with twirling Indian
clubs and playing tag and
three deep, tame fare f{for
those fresh from the football
field.

Invented Football Helmet.

Football was a rugged game
at Springfield as Dr. Naismith
knew. He and A. A. Stagg had
played together on one of the
Springfield teams which con-
sisted of 11 players and no
substitutes. And Dr. Naismith
had invented a forerunner of

the modern football headgear.
It offered but rudimentary
protection; its chief purpose
being to prevent a player from
having his ears torn off.
Led by a truculent young
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portu‘mty fo run with the ball,
there would be norneeessity
for tackling and we would
thus eliminate roughness. This
1s the fundamental principle
of basketball.”

Why Baskets Are Round.

The next step was to figure
out what the offense should
do with the ball. First Dr.
Naismith thought of putting

goals on the floor at each end
of the court through which
the ball would be thrown. But
that would put a premium on
throwing the ball with great
force, not desirable in an in-
door game, and would lead to
congestion around the goals.
It oceurred to Dr. Naismith
that if the goals were so
placed that the ball had to be
thrown in an arc, the premium

would be taken off sheer hard
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havé been going to ‘it ever,
since.

The Center Jump. '

it didn’t seem safe fi
eree to venture
milling players
nine on a side si
there were 18 1
he stood on the s
started play by

él; the ref-
among the
t’hsere were

‘because

f‘hé class),

that distance higfaim
too good and EsUa
team got an unfa_"' antage.
So 1t was dBCIdEr to let himi
go onto the court and toss the
ball up between ,tm;g players]
as he does now. =

The other probhm was get-
ting the ball out of the basket
after a goal. At first a spec-

tator was indueedﬁo stay in|.

reluctantly he devised a game

that lacked even the rough-l

ness of rugby, which he had
p]ayed for many years begin-
ning as a youth in his native
Cana,da ;

*rl-Ie En]oyed Fencing.

‘Naismith said frankly
in l r years that he thought
wrestling was better exercise,
from :the physical develop-
‘ment etandpomt than basket-
ball. ‘He also fancied fencing.
Almost anyone who ventured
into old Robinson gymnasium
on thg* campus of the Univer-
sity of Kansas during Dr. Nai-|

ith’ cifetime was likely to
him_off in one corner of
of the gym in-
mall group of

struetlng a .j
feneers A

rnemWBr; e
be drilling the Ka
ball team, Dr. N
dropped I "
sessions. He '_s too busy
with his fen 'ﬁ his parallel
tbar perfommers. ‘and the file
of cards 0 ﬁ‘l:nﬂi he recorded

- U, students.
joward basket-
imdicated in the
remark he made to Dr. Allen
in 1908, when Allem said he
was going to Eiker university
to coach the basketball team.
Dr. Naismith 'was incredulous.
“Why, ‘basketball is just a
game y®u play,” he said, “It
doesn’'t need a coach.”
. Dr. Naismith invented bas-
ketball because he was told to
do so. He was in 1891 assist-
ant to Dr. Luther Gulick, head
of the physital education de-
Ip;-.irtrnel:rt af'the Y. M. C. A.
training ‘college in Springfield,
‘Mass., where the Naismith
Memqual Basketball Hall of
Fame is to be dedicated Mon-
jday '
- The trainin g sch ool stu dents
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fouls in basketball were either
‘accidental or the result of mis-
understandings.
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A Trustful Man. ?
Mostly Dr. Naismith dis-|

missed the*matter of th les
After a few days the playersj ¢ of St i

and Naismith noted a couple He onc
of flaws in the game. Becauseipr gd

no great consequence.
e told a K. U. colleague,,
win Elbel, that he: had
played rughy for 20 years and
had never set eyes on a rule
book. A sportsman himself,
he had faith in the sportmg
instincts of others and was!
ilprone ta believe that most

That trust in others carried
over into Dr. Naismith’s aca-
demic life. He was a member|
of the K. U. faculty from 1898

juntil 1937 when he retired,!

{two years before he died. For.
many of those years he taught

fa class in hygiene required!

of all freshmes men. It wasn’t,

ébm all honesty, a very stim-
fulating class; about all you

\had to do to pass was shaw

A

|up and answer the roll call.

On far too many ocecasions "90

rrneg answered ‘“‘here”

lan Olym iIc event and

I
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Dr James R Nalsmlth and “Protege 2 the Ball Which His Game Has_N
of the Growing-up of Almost Every American, and a Livelihood for Somgsg
Vigorous Man in His Sixties When Thig Picture-Was Made.

Irishman named Frank Mahan,
the students appealed to Dr.
Gulick to devise a winter sport
which would appeal to vigor-
ous young men. Dr. Gulick,
like many a boss before and
since, turned the problem over
to his assistant, who had re-
marked, not very originally,
a few days before that there
was nothing new under the
sun; that new things in the
world are simply a combina-
tion of old elements.: Here
Dr. Gulick told Dr. Naismith
1S your chance tp prove that
remark. Give us something
new out of the old.

Dr. Naismith recalled later
that he first tried to modify
some of the then  existing
games but without success.

“I then left out the idea of
any individual game,”’ he re-
lated, “and began to think of
the fundamental principles of
all games., I discovered that
in all team games some kind
of a ball was used. The next
step was to appreciate the fact
that: football was rough be-
cause you had to allow the de-

fense to . tagkle.

offensé vam. with the ba
the offense didn’t have an op—
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throwing, Also if the goals]
were above the players they
couldn’t interfere with the
ball once it was launched. To
get the ball in position for a
shot at the goal it could be
passed from player to player.

At that point basketball al-

most didn’t get born because
the janitor at the gym, a man|
named Stebbins, apparently
had a box fetish. He saved

'|boxes but he didn’t like to
|part with any of them and

when Naismith asked him for
a couple to put on poles to
serve as goals, Stebbins said
nothing doing. If he had
parted with a couple of his
boxes we would probably have
square goals instead of round
ones.

Finally Stebbins agreed to
trot home and get a couple of
peach baskets, which appar-
ently didn’'t affect him the
way old boxes did. He and Nai-
smith nailed tHe baskets to the
balcony at each end of the
court Nalsmrth called in the

ical education elass, threw
""-,";meee% ball and told

m to go to t they did and

meﬂ women and children

Iball handling but he exerted

“lvided ‘that the team with the

'ball,

the balcony and.rt from end!

to end, removingdhe ball from
ina iy got bored:

“home. Then!
stepladders were used and
later a wanc -I-dislodge the
ball. me i the

bottoms out of me baskefs ':o

until 1898 were 1rn_k ms W it

was so sound that

basic rules he

of them were e__"," 1elly Stlll
in effect 50 yey*,s Jater. He
himself was never inflexible
about rules ehangs To him
there was nothing sacred
about his concept’ef the game.
He personally ‘would have
liked to limit the dribbler. to|

only one bounee to promote|

no great pressure to bring that
about.

In the 1930s when'_'stall_ing
tactics threatened the popu-
larity of the game, Dr. Nai-
smith argued that it was the
responsibilitysef the defensive
team to stopystalling by going
aftexﬁ,i-the ball. *For that rea-|

-ﬁpposed the 10-second|,
rule, one of the basic changes
made in the game, which pro-

ball must pass from its back-
court into its forecourt within
10 seconds or glve up the

wheﬁ
fg;'; than- 50 were actually
‘hand. If Dr. Naismith noted
the discrepancy he. never so
indicated. ".-
Basketball has now become
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an international game. If is

is
played mwﬁ'rtu
try. |

[awreeee
happily diSplayed rule books
from some 50 countries. In

library of his

one year 10,000 copies of a

basketball guide were sold in
China.
government bureau estimated

ally every coun-

‘ﬁ_?}me Dr. Naismith

Twenty years ago a

that 18 million persons were.

playing basketball, 15 million
of them in this country, with
80 million spectators annu-
ally.

- The numbers have doubtless
mcreased vastly. To get an
idea of the hold basketball has

{on American youth, just note

the number of garages with
iron hoops attached, at which
asserted sized youngsters fire

Kansas City a Focus. |
The impact of Dr. Naismith’s

‘invention has been particu-
larly strong in Kansas City.

For many years the National
A. A. U. tournament was
played in old Convention hall.
The N. A. I. A. tournament
now is played here every year
and the N. C. A, A. fmahjl,ave
been, held ht;re mor ;?hften
than in anV 'other . The
annual"*Big Eight Ch

tournament is a bright spot on

|the local sporting scene. Now

ofessional

Kansas City has a +
the new

team, the Steers, in

American Basketball league;
another

'introducing - still:+
aspect of play here

Except for some royaltles
fromr a basketball bearmg his
name, Dr. Naismith never
profited py as much as a cent

from his invention. It is $tag-'
gering to think what he might

‘have eo]}é&ted on%a royalty

of say afmekel for each game

at whleg an admittance fee
was charged. '

In 1936 during g des1gnated
week a penny @ -each ad-

mittance char%*f { games
throu ghout the natrd'n wentinto
a fund to send Dr. Naismith
to the Berlin Olympics, where
‘basketball became for the first

itime a part of the interna-

fional games. When he went
back to Lawrence he said he
could have received no greater

compensation than seeing his,
game played by young men of.

so many nations. g
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