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al ?lm La(‘)ll]t, form of competition. Basket ball was mtroduced
as a deliberate attempt to supply for the winter season a game
that would have the same interest for the young man that football
has in the fall and baseball in the spring. There was a place that
ought to be filled and that apparently was filled by basket ball.

The first principle on which the game was based was that it

1c games lacked the team element. It was plainly evident that
here was need for a new game.

1'he confident assertion that a game could be devised to meet
these requirements was met with incredulity and a quiet assump-
tion that the ideal could not be realized. At the same time ample
| | , | | opportunity was given to demonstrate the possibility of such an
HI]UU d (_ICIHHWI QL and tl'”_‘ velop 1n, the ]’Jil}-’ﬂ‘f the _1“.?3{]“3‘5t type accomplishment, and the opportunity for testing i1t was supplied
01 ﬁ“’h}'t”m_l and athletic (UL]”I”“U“ [his type 1n the mind by a class of young men who were compelled to take gymnastic
of the writer was the tall, ag: le, graceful, and expert athlete, work one hour per day, and whose frame of mind was such that

Ll“]Ll lhlll [llL‘ 111.;1‘-\%1\(, Il]USCU adl” TIldll QL ”lC COTE ]]El]ld, or tl'lC 2] 5';1‘11{0 was 111@ ()nly OUuCt fOl’ the llﬂtlll‘ﬂl feelinq-_and ])E].Sket
cadaverous greyhound type on the other. This necessitated that ball was the result. L
t‘\'L‘.‘l‘}?_ pl.‘jl}_’lf‘l' sho_uld jl:l\'t,‘dil])]')‘L'(}X‘..Illzllt’.‘]_\f the same kind ot W()llx, A 511]]1)]@ 1)1"OLCS% Of 1Q;1501]11]g oave the clue that introduced
[hilt 1t 5‘.10111(_1 (lfﬁ"llllllld ot him that he be El])](‘ to IC.:lL.]], _]llﬂ]]), 1 New (.len]cnt 11]‘[_0 the oame and 11]31‘1\5 ]t fl"OlTl (1“ OthCI‘S. Tl]lS
and act quickly and easily. Lacrosse was the ideal game to was so simple that the results are surprising. The roughness in
dev LIOP this type, but it was mmpossible to use it or adapt it for football 1s due largely to tackling. This 1s necessitated because
an indoor game. But the sport that we > sought should embody the opponent 1s permitted to run WIth the ball in his possession ;
the same faclors. therefore, 1f we eliminate the running, we eliminate the tackling

Ihe second principle was that it should be so easily taken up ' ' | and 1ts consequent roughness. The first step was therefore to
that any mdividual could make a fair showing without a long prohibit a player from 1'1“1111“2' with the ball in his possession, but
period of practice. It was necessary, therefore, to have \"'L‘l'i}*’ he was permitted to throw it in any direction, either to make a
little apparatus and that so easily handled that anyone might point or to pass it to a team mate. This at first sight seemed to
make a start. The conclusion was that it should be j)l:lx-'c(l with take away the possibilities of the game, but when the indi}-—-‘idual
a large, light ball. The only ball that answered that desc ription was permitted to move about anywhere, so long as he did not
was the Association football and the first rules satd: that the have the ball, the game became spirited and kaleidoscopic.
ocame should be played “with an ordinarv Association foothball *’ Assoclation football was rough because ot the ' tact ‘that ‘the

The third principle was that, on account of the size and varv- ; ball 1s kicked through a goal, and the more forcetul the kick,

ing‘ conditions of the ;41'_\‘11111;15"L11115% of that time, 1t should ]J}c the greater the 1‘)1‘01)’1”)iﬁtv of ReeAk L Lhis WOUl(L h.e equa“.y
possible to play the game on any ordinary oymnasium floor. It true 1f the ball were thrown through a goal. o eliminate this
1s 1nteresting to note that it was first plaved by two teams of torm of roughness, lt was necessary to so modify conditions that
in order to make a goal the ball should be thrown with care
rather than with force. A change in the position of the goal
The Tomth 1Jlmuple was that it ‘should‘be canabld of biine ‘ solved this problem, for if the opening of the goal were horiz‘ont;{l
developed to stich an extent as to hold the interest of the ])1:1\-"0? ' and above the head the ball would have to be thrown with a
when he had become expert in the fundamentals of the game curve and this source of roughness would be disposed of. |
In other words, it must be capable of being ]nnul i -Elh{("llll- On asking the janitor for a box of about eighteen inches 1n
game. It has been thought that this element i beirig mlcr~ width, he ﬁmfmnwd me that he had "a couple of large peach
emphasized, but the game must have this quality 1 mdu to baskets. These were fastened to the gallery tor goals and from
511wucf.._ Indeed, it is the thase fhat s tnash e BiNgeris lhié i these the name basket l'):lH_wzls derived.
;--'-\uwm.zlu'm, as the scope ut our work 1s imtercollegiate :thlcm N | Another (l_lll"“llltﬁf remained unsolved, how to start thfi, e
Lhat the game has the power to hold the interest of the expert a without kicking or scrimmaging. A solution came from Rugby,
malkes 1ts use as an intercollegiate sport possible. where, when the ball goes out of ])Ollll(]b, it 1s returned by thlow
' ing it in between two lines of players. Then in order to avoid

hL scramble for the ball, which gener ﬂlv ensued, 1t was decided
to throw 1t up between two men HCICLtLd for this purpose. Kick-

aseball, lacrosse, 1 . g and hlttmg the ball with the fdg were prohibited from the
baseball, I ¢, and tennis were impossible at irst. With the elimination of 3 with the ball, there was

nine men each, on a floor 35x45, equipped with apparatus,
and having a running track in the gallery.

With these pri
principles in mind the several games were passed

In review or tried out on the floor, but none of them ..su,m(*(l to
meet the requirements.

tion football :

Football was too rough, so was Associa-

hat time of the wvear.:  Trac : |
| il ; rack athletics lacked the element of | no excuse for any personal cont: hat all manner of holding

personal competi ; . : + 1%,
J- petition with a moving competitor, while the oymnas- - or handling the person ot an opj was absolutely prohibited.
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