It was in 1891, while Doctor Naij- |
smith was In Springfield, that he
conceived the game of basketball,
which has become the outstanding |

had no active sport to keep them
oceupied when weather prevented

baskets, a ball, and 13 ruls were
the original equipment of the game

Besides many magazine articles, | years.
he wrote three books: ‘““Basketball’
Rules.” 1891: “The modern High |
School” (section on athletics),
1911: “The Basis of Clean Liv-
ing,” 1918.

Last June he and Mrs. Florence
Kincaid, for many years a house-
mother for Sigma Phi Epsilon at
the University, were married.

At his bedside during his illness
were Mrs. Neismith and five child-
ren: Mrs. George B. Stanley,
Pueblo, Colo: Mrs. Helen Dodd, St.
Louis: Jack . Naismith, Topeka; |
Mrs. Thomas Daw, Topeka; and
James Naismith, Dallas. Jack Kin-
caid, a son-in-law, also was present.
Dr. Naismith was active In the
Masonic lodge holding important |
offices in the Scottish Rite bhodies.

cofferriEBily Jugpy AoV Y™

“We need a new game—something to keep our
young men busy and in good physical trim during
the winter. Build us such a game.”

Invested with that responsibility and that au-
thority, the young instructor at YMCA College,
Springfield, Mass., soon brought back to his su-
perior two old peach baskets, a ball—and a game
called basketball. James Naismith did his job well,
back in 1891 and the world acclaimed him for it in
1936, when millions of followers of the sport
“chipped in” to send him to Berlin, to see his game |
played among the greatest—in the international
Olympics.

Though he catapulted to fame as the founder
of basketball Naismith’s conception of his mission
i the world was far greater than the mere playing
of a game—his ability as a coach never was great,
anyhow, Those closest to him agree that his real
contribution to human welfare was his own life,
patterned after his best-known book, “The Basis of
Clean Living.” Thousands of young men who at-
tended University of Kansas gained inspiration from
the_-kindlly, fatherly, professor of physical education
to deal fairly with their fellowmen and to be true
themselves. Prepared to practice medicine, his
greatest ministration was in the world of the spirit;
ordained for the ministry, Dr. James A. Naismith’s
great and only sermon was preached unspoken in
the realm of the physical . . . the life he lived as a |

Juan among men.
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Dr. J. Naismith died last Tuesday,
which is a fact that should strike a
responsive chord in the hearts of
thiousands of yvouthful Americans. |

Leoti high

American immortal. Had he merelymT =
conceived an improvement in the
game of football or baseball, or con-

jured up some new trick for the sport ﬁ

basketball, and thereby became anﬁe years.

of horse racing, he would have fallen
into the semi-oblivion of moth-eaten
sports record books along with hun-
dreds of others who have done the
same thing. But as the inventor wof a
game purely American in conception,
and quick to assume a place beside
football and baseball as a great Amer-

for himself a very special pedestal in of physical education, who suffered . .iiv (Omaha, Neb.
4 cerebral hemorrhage Sunday night, < —

the hall of fame.

town and every SC
castle he hardly dared build.
erected to the memory of Dr.
health and vitality and joy of living reflected in the faces of
America’s boys and girls may be aseribed in part, at least, to
the “noble experiment,” and are In themselves a
tribute to the man who g '

€cC.7,/937 ‘ Dr. Naismith was not only the in- )

' ventor of a game, he was a benefac- PTT12-

‘tor to the youth of America.
school should consider turned over to the Na
his name with the kindliest wof!V. 1 deepest regret that ilv today, Gov. Payne H. Ratner
thoughts, for he invented a game at ;éﬂ;imed of the passing of
which the school teams have shown Naismith. If it is at all feas-
Dr. Naismith invented the game, of | exceptional proficiency down through I would appreciate

* Basketball Inventor Muc
Improved; Suffers Cere-
bral Hemorrhage Sunday ;-1 all

Dr. James Naismith, 78, inventorhis promotion
ican sport, Dr. Naismith singled wout of basketball and professor emeritus? grea
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£/ Dovade [Im$f yAMES NAISMITH TN"?"F‘NXC TﬁinE or
Dr. James Naismith, inventor of basketball, is dead and l

his passing brings genuine .

winter sport of the nation. Doctor| hnthy young and old. The ~ontribution he made to his fellow

Naismith saw that the young men| ., moerits more than passing attention.

be looked upon as one of the finest gifts the youth of this

football or baseball. Two old peach country” ever received.
| Fortunately, basketball could _
Instead. it will live on—continuing to grow and develop as it| -

which has spread around the world. has done in such amazing fashion during the past forty-eight

sorrow to thousands of persons,

Funeral of Dr. James Nai-
émith Is Held This

Afternoon

Actually, it should

not die with its inventor.

Friends who attended the funeral
| services of Dr. James Naismith at

Dr. Naismith gave to vouth a g2ame which he believed | the First Presbyterian church this
might gain some «mall measure of attention durine the dul
football and baseball.
neriment—and that 1t would one day spread to every city an_d
hool in the land undoubtedly was an air

1| afternoon heard the inventor of
' basketball described as “truly one
of God’s noblemen” by  the Rev.
Theodore H. Aszman.

Present to pay final respects to
the 78-vear-old professor emeritus
of physical education whe during
hig lifetime was ordained a Pres-
byterian minister and completed a
medical course, were members of
the Douglas county medical society,
the Masonic Blue Lodge No. 6, and
members of Sigma Phi Epsilon,

| Lamerencelail Jovvnal Well <ocial fraternity. Members of the
m fraternity served as ushers.

T
ﬁ& F} Lﬂ@ AL SEEN Strong Hinman, physical educa-
2

It was solely an ex-

Probably no monument will be
James Naismith. But the

worthy

tion director of the Kansas City,
el, 2, 1739 | Mo., schools, attended as the offi-
' cial representative of Springfield
to | college of which Dr. Naismith was
graduate. E. C. Quigley, St.
. Marys, well-known athletic nfficial,
' also was present.
‘ “(Oreate in me a clean heart, O
lGDd. and renew a right spirit In
' me.” The words of this psalmist,
Dr. Aszman said, epitomizes Dr.
Naismith and his life.

“He preferred to do his preach-
ing in active living rather than
from the pulpit. + . His business
wag to prevent human W reckage
rather than wait to patch it up. He
built a fence at the top of the cliff
so that others rgight not fall off,”
the minister said.

“Building character was basie to
Dr. Naismith,” Rev. Mr. Aszman
continued. “He watched the game
he invented not as ahra{})id 'fﬂtl;t, but
as a teacher. He wished to observe

Cnach Allen conferred with Dr. the influence of the game on the

Naw‘?gifith to get his view on the mind and character of the individ-
matter. Dr. Naismith said that | uals who played 1t. ’
Pf.l'f.hﬁ THE E:HITIE 'Df bﬂqkﬁtball '“.'35'! But D'['_ I\'alsmlth Tﬁrﬂuld hav’E
invented at Syringfield he had' been well-known even if he hadn’t
spe .t most of his life in Kansas invented basketball and became
and preferred that any memorial noted around the world, Dr. AsSzZ-
to him be pleced < K. U. __ man said. |

Last year U .en talked with “The testimony to him was to 2
Dr John Brow.., Y. 4L C. A. execU- man, not to an inventor,” he said.
tive at Snridﬂ'flf‘:{d regarding that Burial was in Memorial park
school’s pronosa
huildine and dedicate it to Dr. Nai- Masonic lodge were in charge of
smith. Dr. Brow™ said funds were the graveside service.
to be solicited 1. among SPring-; Active pallbearers were: John J.
field alumni. Kistler, George Docking, Jack Nal-

Tt is understood that whatever(gmith = Jim Naismith, A. B.
a K. U. mem-rial would take de- aritchell, Jack Kincaid, E. Lee
pends upon the -ishes of the Nal-imreace (€. B. Holmes, W. H. Mif-
smith family. Aot Iflin and E. R. Elbel.

Additional messages of condol-i Honorary pallbearers were: A. E,
ence came today. One was 2 letter |11 ddleston, Dean R. A. Schwegler,
to Jack Naismith 1_':__*-:01'1'1 Brutus iy, B (. Allen, Robert H. Stewart,

| Ylamilton, formerlv o K. U._,t NOW [~ 15 S. Skilton, George 0. Fos-
coach at the University © ter, F. N. Raymond, T. J. Sweeney,
, t o telograms re- Jr.. Frank E. Jones, Dolph Simons,
Jowing _are two telegPams T navid Passon, J. R. Holmes, F. B.
d by Dr. Allen which 3835 pains, and H. B. Peairs.

1 In a letter to the Naismith fam-

“voect Renewed Efforts
Honor Naismith at K U,

and Springfield

g Naismith
is expected to renew efforts at
the Universitvy of Kansas and at
Springfield, Mass., college for ap-
propriate memorials to the inventor |
of basketball.
| In recent years officials of hqth
| schools have given consideration
' to Naismith memorials.

Qeveral years ago Chancellor E.
' Tindley appointed a committee,
after a conference with Dr. F. C.
Allen., to consider a K. U._ memo-
rin]l. A field house was discussed

| at that time.

said:

“T feel that the nation owes a
ALy oreat debt of gratitude to Dr.
; 1ltatfvw?é Naismith for what he has done in

d ‘?'m'jresimﬁ%e;ygfﬁhis 2o behalf of the vouth of our country.
- ‘i]{;lﬂr? f:ni'ith(jut <aving that his Bgslg_ethall, the game which he
rys -1t goes e mourned by originated and did so much to fos-
oss will be deeply Y ter. has developed into such pro-

. : - ction . | :
211 who have had any conne nortions that it has become a

w_ith] }’hePfiT;ieﬁﬁﬂ‘cear;ﬁglfh \};.feor?{ei‘: molder of vouthful characteristics
vised.” —Xr1€ : ‘

- -~ and has furnished an opportunity
head ba.:kf:tball cnac}:&. Uelilé:ermﬁ for phvsical improvement among
of (ahfﬁl‘mﬂ' at Los ANg 1 the both boys and girls of our land.

“Creighton L(?w:el"ﬁltf;’nealf’%n ox- .. “We have been proud of Dr.
basketball squad 101D " Naismith’s long connection with
~ressing sympathy to those wh | ‘ e CHon: Wik

0 _ _
‘ our state University.”
have been SO closelv associated _

with Dr. James Naismith. We
axnerience a great loss
but will forever he thankful for
] and leadershin 1D
Ed Hickey, hea_d
C'reighton Uni-

C——

9

haskethall coach,

e ——

' 5CT tly improved
Since 1891, when the game was in- et _dE*’Lrﬂ?Efi e y 1mprove
by his physician last night.

vented while Dr. Naismith was a

Dr. Naismith was stricken at his

Y.M.C.A. instructor in Springfield,, . .1 .+ 7 oclock Sunday night

Massachusetts, basketball has 'be-

of the major supports of the great

American sporting goods industry. Rz
'Thousands of young athletes play the very critical.

‘game in Interscholastic and

inter-

come ‘a million-dollar sport and one during dinner and was taken to the
Lawrence Memorial hospital, where

his condition was said to have been

During the night, however, Dr.

collegiate competition every winter. Naismith rallied and continued to

‘It has grown in public popularity un- improve yesterday.

His physician

'til professional teams make an hon- said last night that his chances for
‘est dollar playing it before ardent FeCOVETY WET€ “good.”

| fans. It even has been admitted to the Dr.
list of great competitions
Olympic games,

Naismith had
. the brevious to the sudden hemorrhage,
members of the family said.

not been ill

Dr. Naismith retired from full-
time teaching duty in June, 1937.

that had the
of Clean Living."”

to construct a cemetery where members of the'
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Inventor Of Basket-

ball Dies At Law-|
rence After Illness
Of A Few Days

Lawrence. Kans.. Nov. 28— (AP)—

Dr. James Naismith, aged T8 years,
who invented basketball 48 years ago
to entertain youths bhetween the
football and paseball seasons, died
early today of a heart attack,

Dr. Naismith wrote a book in 1918
title of “The DBasis

Those five words characterized the

life of the T78-year old proiessor
emeritus of physical
the University of Kansas, who re-
tired from active teaching duty in

education at

1937 after 40 years of “building
character in the hearts of young
men” at K. U,

Was Well Educated

Dr. Naismith, who at the age of
eight was left an orphan, was born
in Almonte, Ontario, on November
6, 1861. After making his' home
with an uncle, he went to McGill
University in Montreal, Can., and
eraduated with an A. B. degree n
1887. This was the first of his three
degrees. In 1890, he graduated from
Presbyterian College, in 1891 he re-
ceived his master of physical educa-
tion degree from Y. M., C. A. College
in Springfield, Mass., and in 1898
he earned his doctor of medicine
degree from Colorado University.

Dr. Naismith married Miss Maude
E. Sherman of Springfield, Mass,,
in 1894. Three daughters and two
sons, all of whom live in the Middle-
western area of the United States,
were -orn to the marriage., Mrs.
Naismith died in March, 1937.

Dr. .Naismith, also prepared for
the ministry, but never, as he said,
preached a sermon in his life. At
least, not directly. His sermon of
clean living was delivered indirect-
ly through teaching young men to
love clean athletics. Neither did Dr.
Naismith practice medicine, al-

though he was a member of the
Kansas Medical Association.

Four ' jobs in physical education
occupied Dr, Nalsmith's career.
From 1887 to 1890 he was director
at McGill, from 1890 to 1895 he di-
rected the work at Springfield Y.
M. C. A., from 1895 to 1898 he was
director at the Denver Y. M. C. A,
and in 1898 he. came to the Uni-
versity of- Kansas,” Here he served
40 years.

Military service during the World
war included four months service
in 1916 with the First Kansas regi-
ment, and 19 months with the Y.

M. C. A. in France from 1917 to
1919,

DE' Naismith was a member of
many organizations.

Invented Game In 1891

The game of basketball was orig |
inted in 1891 by Dr. Naismith at .

the Springfield Y. M, C. A. to fill
the need of a winter sport.
old peach baskets, a ball, and 13
rules were the original equipment

of the game which has spread |
around the world and was played In
the 1936 Olympic games in Berlin.

Last spring Dr. Naismith- and
Mrs. Florence Kincaid, for many
yvears a housemother for Sigma Phi
Epsilon at K, U. were married.

Dr. Naismith first was stricken
ill on November 19, at the home on
University Drive. He made a re-
markable recovery from effects of
the cerebral hemorrhage and was
released from the hospital to return
to his home on November 22. A re-

lapse in his condition came Thurs-
day.
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