was too rough for indoor play, Hence, one of the ﬂirst rules Neismith formulated was
that the ball must be passed, not earried, ""Ii

First he thought of puttin- toxes a2t each end of the floor for
roals but decided thev would be too easil  defended, Then he placed the roals
above the plavers' heads, The problem of what to use for roals was solved when some-
one su pested peach baskets, 35ince there were 18 pla ers in the class, the first
games were pla ed with teams of nine, This wes cut to seven and then to five,

Dr. Haismith opposed most of the rules chanres since 1925 but always
wis friendly with his prosressive collearue, Drs Allen,

Haismith left ‘pringfield in 1895 and went to Denver to become
phveical director of the Denver YMCA, He studied medicine at Cross AMediecal College
in Denver and was graduated in 1898, That ear he went to Kansas where he first was
director of chapel, a position long since atolished,

Later he became a professor of phvsical education, iHe headed the
department until 1926, retiring from active teaching in 1937,

As chaplain of the FPirst Kanses Infantry, Dr, NHaismith spent four
months on the Mexican border in 1916, ile engaged in YMCA work in France after the
United States entered World War I,

Dre Naismith was a rugged, sturdy man, and if the matier had been
left to him, he mizht not have taken all of Rugby's roughness out of basketball as
he liked rough and tumble ph sical contests, In his youth he played lacrosse and
until the late ears of his teachin; fenced regularly with his physical education
students,

While at Springfield, Naismith plaved on the same football team with
‘mos Alonzo Staggz, still the dean of American zrid coaches, Dr, Naismith originated
the forerunier of the headgear while pla ing at Springfield, but the first "helmet”
didn't protect the head, merely the ears,

Dre Naismith almost always went to Kansas City on the opening night

of the Faismith lea ue, an industrial wheel named in his honor, As long as ne wus
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